
On 16 November Artcurial will highlight the art of modern and 
contemporary African artists in a major sale dedicated to this 
speciality. Divided into different sections, the first part is dedicated 
to artists from Le Hangar and will include four exclusive works by 
Pilipili. The second part features artworks by popular sculptors and 
painters. Finally, Artcurial will close the auction with a selection of 
prints by two important artists from Mali: Malick Sidibé and Seydou 
Keita.   
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William KENTRIDGE
Drawing for « preparing the flute »
(Bird catcher #1), 2006
Set of four drawings
Charcoal, pastel, watercolour and ink on paper 
40 × 40 cm (each)
Estimate : 70 000 - 90 000 €

Godwin CHAMPS NAMUYIMBA
Whites ropes, whites lenses, 2019
Acrylic on canvas
Signed bottom right «Namuyimba»
154,50 × 92,50 cm

Estimate : 20 000 - 40 000 €
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« The market for contemporary African art has been 
very active in Paris for some time. We are delighted 
to be presenting to our collectors a selection of historic 
work by modern artists alongside pieces by emerging 
names and new potential…  »

–  Christophe Person, 
Director Contemporary African Art department, Artcurial

PARIS – In the Contemporary African Art sale on 16 
November, Artcurial will present a selection of work by 
modern and contemporary African artists. 
The first part of the sale will be dedicated to artists from 
Le Hangar, the movement founded in Elisabethville 
(Lubumbashi today) by Pierre Romain Desfossés in the 
1940s. Artcurial showcased the principal artists from 
this collective in a dedicated sale in March 2021. Four 
large-scale canvases by Pilipili, the largest to be seen on 
the market will be offered in the latest sale in November. 
Four works of comparable size by Pilipili were pre-
empted by the Musée du Quai Branly Jacques Chirac 
in March 2021.  The exploration of modern African art 
will continue with several canvases by artists from the 
Ecole de Dakar, including M’bor Faye, Amadou Seck 
and Philippe Sène. 
Popular art from the Congo will be represented by the 
work of sculptors Pumé Bylex and Bodys Isek Kingelez, 
whose work was shown in a retrospective at the 

Museum of Modern Art in New York in 2018, as well as 
popular painters Moké, Chéri Samba and Chéri Chérin.
A stunning quadriptych by the South African artist 
William Kentridge will also be presented. This piece is 
taken from « Preparing the Flute », a series with a mini-
theatre as its subject, in homage to the opera The Magic 
Flute by Mozart. 

Alongside artists most in demand in the contemporary 
African art scene, such as Aboudia represented by 
an historic piece, or Godwin Champs, the sale will 
highlight emerging artists including Anjel and Fokam 
from Cameroon, Michael Soi, Michael Muzyoka and 
Peter Ngugi from Kenya and Ocom Adonias from 
Uganda.
Finally, there will be a selection of prints made by the 
renowned Malian artists, Malick Sidibé and Seydou 
Keita. 
 



Pilipili Mulongoy (1914-2007)
Pilipili was the son of a fisherman from the Lualaba 
district in Katanga province. He was employed in 
the public sector as a plumber and house painter in 
Lubumbashi when he met Romain-Desfossés who 
invited him to join Le Hangar in 1947. 
Inspired by traditional stories and legends, Pilipili 
tells the story of African nature in all its forms, 
following the cycle of life and death. His incredibly 
delicate and decorative paintings reveal a great 
mastery of form and colour. When Romain 
Desfossés died, Pilipili became a teacher in the “D” 
section of the Fine Arts Academy in Elisabethville.

Kingelez (1958-2015)
Bodys Isek Kingelez called himself a designer, an 
architect, a sculptor,
an engineer and an artist. Self-taught, he produced 
his first models in the 1970s in Kinshasa when 
Mobutu was launching his «Zairianisation» 
ideology to promote the authentic Congolese 
culture. Kingelez’s art represents an architectural 
utopia, constructed using cardboard boxes, 
packaging, found objects and signs. His buildings 
are set in the urban setting of towns that are being 
developed, and each of his constructions are of 
buildings essential for the running of the country. 

He promotes a futurist vision of an idealised town, 
modern and wealthy. Bodys Isek Kingelez defined 
art as a mixture of imagination and social reflection, 
a vital necessity in development of society and 
he wanted his work to aid the collective memory. 
Through his highly coloured constructions, both 
delicate and imposing, he invites us to radically 
rethink our relationship between urban life and 
creation.

Seydou Keïta (1921-2001)
The portraits of Seydou Keïta reveal the aspirations 
of the Malian population at that time. Created in a 
single shot, his photographer’s technical mastery 
enabled him to condense the essence of the sitters’ 
personality while respecting their demands, in 
one single pose. The collection of these portraits 
show us a Malian society that was in the midst 
of emancipation, and in the process of gaining 
independence. Thus, the traditional costumes 
were mixed with various accessories available 
in the studio that were evidence of a western 
«modernity».

Seydou KEÏTA 
Untitled (The two sisters, two 
background-women), 1958, 2000 
edition
Gelatin silver print
Signed and dated twice on lower 
margin
191 × 126 cm (print)
168 × 119 cm (image)
Estimation : 30 000 – 40 000 €

Pilipili MULONGOY
Simba (Lion in swahili)
Oil on canvas
Signed bottom right «Pili Pili»
147,50 × 217 cm
Estimate : 15 000 - 20 000 €

Bodys Isek KINGELEZ
Conferences of American district
Mixed media and assembly of fine 
card, paper and transparent plastic
Signed on the base «Bodys 355560»
Countersigned under the base «Bodys 
Isek Kingelez»
Titles on the side «CONFERENCES OF 
AMERICAN DISTRICT»
40 × 54 × 8,50 cm
Estimate : 15 000 - 20 000 €
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About Artcurial 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position on the international art market scene in 2020. With three sale venues in 
Paris, Monaco and Marrakech, the auction house achieved an overall sales total of  149,2 
million euros in 2020.
 Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields including Fine Arts, Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Jewellery, Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits...
 With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices 
in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich, Vienna and Spain  
In October 2015, Artcurial held its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.

artcurial.com
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