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Contemporary African creation
in all its forms
Contemporary African Art
Sale on 15 June 2021, Paris

On 15 June, Artcurial will pay tribute to the work of contemporary
African artists in a major sale dedicated to this speciality. A rare
collection of work by artists from the École de Dakar, a school
set up on the initiative of President Senghor in the 1960s
will be presented alongside pieces by emerging figures in the
contemporary African art market. Work by South African artists
will also come under the hammer in a partnership with the
auction house Aspire. Concurrently, as part of the Africa 2020
season, Artcurial will host the exhibition « Exceptions d’Afrique ».

PARIS –On 15 June, the Contemporary African art
department at Artcurial will pay tribute to Contemporary
African art with a sale in Paris. A collection of thirty
works from the École de Dakar (Amadou Seck, Philippe
Sène and Diatta Seck) will be presented alongside art by
emerging figures in the contemporary African art market
such as Zemba Luzamba, Peter Ngugi, Aboudia and
Omar Ba.

In partnership with the South African auction house
Aspire, some 80 works by South African artists will also
come under the hammer. While the sale is on view,
Artcurial will also be hosting the exhibition « Exceptions
d’Afrique » at the Hôtel Marcel Dassault, as part of the
Africa 2020 season.

« The three sections of this important sale in Paris
demonstrate that the Continent is not “one”, and
that artistic creation in Africa is flourishing and
offers an incredible diversity. From the ‘Africanité’
of the École de Dakar artists set up by the Poet
President Senghor, to the artists who have reinvented the portrait in exploring issues of identity,
and the ‘nouchi’ figures of Aboudia, Contemporary
African art is attracting a growing number of
collectors. Through our collaboration with Aspire,
we have been able to present a strong selection of
internationally recognised artists that are less well
known in Europe. »
– C
hristophe Person,
Director of the Contemporary African Art department, Artcurial

Jeremiah QUARSHIE
Mabel et Akuyo, Yellow is the colour of water
series, 2016
Acrylic on canvas - 150 x 120 cm
Estimate: 8 000 - 12 000 €
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Philippe Sène
Cinq pangols gris, 1991
74 x 94 cm
Estimate : 3 000 - 5 000 €

Philippe SÈNE
Le pangol de la noblesse, 1991
Oil on canvas - 94 x 74 cm
Estimate: 3 000 - 5 000 €
Amadou SECK
Dialogue, 1984
Oil on canvas - 71,50 x 114 cm
Estimate: 3 000 - 5 000 €

A collection of artwork from the
École de Dakar, a school set up on the
initiative of President Senghor
The École de Dakar was an artistic revival movement
in Senegal during the early days of independence
between 1960 and 1974, which was supported by the
Senegalese President Léopold Sédar Senghor. It fitted
his vision of “Négritude”, rooted in the values of African
civilisation but remaining open to the influence of other
civilisations.
By devoting a large proportion of the state budget to
culture, Senghor created an environment conducive
to creating a distinctive modern art. The Musée
Dynamique, the Manufacture Sénégalaise des Arts
Décoratifs in Thiès and L’Ecole des Arts du Sénégal
became central to creativity and talent for several
generations of artists.
The École de Dakar was run by characters such as Papa
Ibra Tall and Pierre André Lods who taught a freedom
of artistic research without reference to Western ideas,
in order to develop an art that was new : Senegalese
modern art.
The artists from the Ecole de Dakar displayed a strong
interest in abstraction, with stylised, decorative forms
and ornamental motifs. African traditions, masks
and sculptures were skilfully reinterpreted to create
new African forms and patterns. Encouraged to visit
museums, the artists were told to immerse themselves in
the masks rather than simply copy them. Lods stressed
the need for every artist to distinguish themselves with
their own individual “oeuvre”, through maintaining a
continuity of production.
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The ideas of the Ecole de Dakar were communicated
through exhibitions set up by the school and by the
government. The Premier Festival des Arts Nègres was
held in Dakar in 1966. Senghor’s objective was to show
the contribution « of the heritage, culture, values and
particularly the spirit of black-African civilisation » to
the « global civilisation ». The works exhibited became
labelled as the Ecole de Dakar when André Malraux
declared « Just as you can’t deny the Renaissance, Old
Masters, Cubism, Impressionism, Expressionism and
Neoclassicism, you can’t deny the Ecole de Dakar ».
After the Festival, touring exhibitions took place across
Europe, the US and South America. In 1974, the
exhibition Art Sénégalais d’Aujourd’hui opened at the
Grand Palais in Paris, presenting works promoting
the country’s independence and the efforts made by
Senghor to promote the arts.
Works by Amadou Seck, Philippe Sène and Diatta Seck
will be offered in the sale. Estimates start at 1 000 € for
small-scale ink drawings by Amadou Seck up to 5 000 8 000 € for large canvases..

Zemba LUZAMBA
Disco II, 2020
Oil on canvas - 160 x 138 cm
Estimate: 8 000 - 12 000 €

Peter NGUGI
Who is who, 2020
Oil on canvas - 210 x 206 cm
Estimate: 8 000 - 12 000 €

Emerging figures in the
Contemporary African art market
The sale on 15 June will present a selection of works
highlighting the current nature of Contemporary African
art and the challenges in today’s society that concern
African artists.
A new generation of African artists has made a
noticeable impact on the international market in recent
years. This period of re-adjustment has benefitted
African artists, who are enjoying an increasing presence
in galleries, salerooms and institutions around the world.
They are concerned with current issues in society today,
including identity, discrimination, the environment,
conflicts, the movement of goods and people, new
technology and, understandably, the pandemic. Their
work reflects the open and cosmopolitan nature of the
African identity.
The portrait is a recurrent theme for many of these
artists. Throughout the history of Western art, the
black body has most often been represented in an
exotic fashion, the “white man’s” imaginary vision of
the African continent and its people. In their book
«Noir entre Peinture et Histoire» Naïl Ver-Ndoye and
Grégoire Fauconnier identify the principal ways blacks
have been represented in European painting, from the
14th to the mid-20th centuries. These include domestic
and everyday scenes, skills, a black presence in the
community or in slavery. In 2019, at the Musée d’Orsay,
the exhibition le Modèle Noir de Géricault à Matisse
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highlighted the identity of numerous models present in
European painting that had, until that point, remained
anonymous.
In contrast to these traditional representations of black
models by Western artists, the contemporary artists of
Africa and the Diaspora are concerned with representing
the diversity of African identities from an African
perspective. The results provide us with an aesthetic
shock and reveal the issues concerning the young
generation of African artists, with their shared origins
and individual trajectories.
The sale will present notable works by Zemba Luzamba,
born in DRC and living and working in South Africa,
with an oil on canvas called Disco II, estimated at 8 000
- 10 000 €, as well as works by the Ivorian Aboudia, the
Zimbabwean Adolf Tega, and the Ugandan Henry ‘Mzili’
Mujunga.

Zanele MUHOLI
Isilio XX, 2014
Inkjet print on Baryté paper
50,50 x 50 cm
Estimate: 4 100 - 6 000 €
Misheck MASAMVU
Natural Selection, 2017
Oil on canvas
168 x 270 cm
Estimate: 18 000 - 24 000 €

A partnership with the South African
auction house Aspire
A section of the sale will be held in partnership with
the South African auction house, Aspire, offering an
opportunity to present works by artists that are rarely
seen in Europe.
Ruarc Peffers, Managing Director of Aspire, comments :
« Much of the West’s economic development has
been driven by the use of resources and an exploited
workforce in Africa, which has been of little benefit to
Africans. In many areas this imbalance persists. At Aspire
we aim to bring artworks from the Continent to a global
market, and return the benefit to Africa, thereby creating
value and distributing it more effectively. In growing the
value of contemporary African art, we aim to close the
historical gap in the distribution of wealth, and address
social and economic development by increasing the
value of African art around the world, for collectors and
for Africans in Africa. »
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Lots to be offered in the sale include a rare platinum
palladium print by David Golblatt from his series On the
Mines from 1969. Also, the last in the edition of Looking
up the core, Ponte City, Johannesburg, 2008 from
the series that earned Mikhael Subotzky and Patrick
Waterhouse the Deutsche Börse photography prize in
2015. There will also be photographs by Zanele Muholi,
Nandipha Mntambo, Mohau Modisakeng, Rotimi FaniKayode and Billy Monk’s images from the Catacombs
nightclub.
Enthusiasts will also discover classic mid-century
modern sculptures by Sydney Kumalo and Lucas
Sithole and extraordinary contemporary works by
Doreen Southwood and Patrick Bongoy. Dumile Feni’s
magnificent large-scale drawing captures the power of
King Sobhuza of Swaziland, the longest ever reigning
monarch.
Also included are works by renowned artists like David
Koloane, who played a seminal role during the apartheid
years, and Blessing Ngobeni, winner of the Standard
Bank Young Artist award and initiator of the Blessing
Ngobeni Art Prize, set up to promote young artists.

Omar BA
Untitled, 2011
Oil, pencil, gouache and Indian ink on corrugated card
125 x 100 cm
Estimate: 17 000 - 20 000 €
Malick SIDIBE
Nuit de Noël, 1963-2010
124 x 132 cm
Estimate 18 000 - 25 000 €

Artcurial hosts the exhibition
« Exceptions d’Afrique »
as part of the Africa 2020 season
At the same time as the Contemporary African art sale is
on view, Artcurial will also host the exhibition « Exception
d’Afrique» at the Hôtel Marcel Dassault, from 12 to 14
June 2021.
This unique exhibition, held as part of the Africa 2020
season, has been commissioned by Nelly Nana-Wandji,
who is highly involved in promoting Contemporary
African art. She will present some thirty pieces, carefully
selected by a committee of art experts.
Incorporating age-old materials with a new look,
including objects and unique pieces, the works presented
will highlight a new generation of creators who share a
desire to explore the materials in order to tell imaginative
and contemporary stories with style and sensitivity.
This exhibition, conceived as an overview of the African
continent and its exceptional talents, will present a
powerful new African aesthetic. The avant-garde of a
generation of pioneers.
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Visitors will discover work by the South African
ceramicist Zizipho Poswa, outstanding work from the
Moroccan workshops of the Meftah Maison, canvases
that have been hand-embroidered by Rwandan artist
Christine Rwagatare, the watercolours of Barthélémy
Toguo on a series of ceramic plates making up a huge
artwork and the poetic world of Ghizlane Sahli.
A diverse selection of work will highlight the wideranging talent in Africa, and the unique nature of the
different houses that continue to develop their art while
preserving the age-old traditions, methods and the
cultural heritage across the continent.
Part of the Hors-les-Murs programme from the biennial
Révélations that has been postponed until June 2022,
this exhibition invites collectors to discover unique and
hitherto unseen pieces on display amongst artwork by
contemporary artists.

USEFUL
INFORMATION
Public viewing :
From Saturday 12 to Monday 14 June 2021
Sale :
Tuesday 15 June 2021 - 14.00
7 Rond-Point
des Champs-Elysées
75008 Paris

PRESS CONTACTS
Head of PR
Anne-Laure Guérin
+33 (0)1 42 99 20 86
alguerin@artcurial.com
Press assistant
Aurélia Adloff
+33 (0)1 42 99 20 76
aadloff@artcurial.com

PRESS
MATERIAL
High resolution images
available on request
Discover the complete
catalogue on artcurial.com

About Artcurial
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house Artcurial confirmed its
leading position on the international art market scene in 2020. With three sale venues in
Paris, Monaco and Marrakech, the auction house achieved an overall sales total of 149,2
million euros in 2020.
Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields including Fine Arts, Decorative Arts,
Collectors’ Cars, Jewellery, Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits...
With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices
in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich, Vienna and Spain.
In October 2015, Artcurial held its first sale in Hong Kong.
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