
On 11 & 12 May Artcurial held a sale of the Kenzo Takada 
Collection, presenting furniture and decorative items from 
the designer’s apartment as well as around a hundred of his 
original creations.
These two special sales, a tribute to the legendary designer, 
realised 2,5 M€ / 3 M$ including premium, some five times 
the estimate, with 100% of lots selling. 
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Sale results for 11 May & Online Only from 3 to 12 May

100% of lots sold and 2,5 M€ / 3 M$
for the Kenzo Takada Collection



Press release – Kenzo Takada Collection 2

Exhibition of the Kenzo Takada  Collection at Artcurial from 3 to 10 May 2021

« The success of the Kenzo Takada Collection sale and 
the interest it generated validates the eye of this col-
lector. It is a celebration of the great designer's world, 
and his enduring love of civilisations. The success also 
confirms Artcurial’s expertise in orchestrating the sale 
of collections. »

–  Stéphane Aubert,  
Auctioneer, Artcurial

« These original creations, unknown to the public, 
were very well received. With 100% of lots selling to an 
international clientele, this sale reflects Kenzo Takada’s 
worldwide influence and the timeless appeal of his 
unique style. »

–  Clara Vivien,  
Fashion specialist, Artcurial

PARIS - On 11 May 2021, following a week-long 
exhibition that recreated the world of Kenzo Takada 
within the Hôtel Dassault, the auction house Artcurial, 
in collaboration with Christie’s, held a sale of the Kenzo 
Takada Collection under the hammer of Stéphane 
Aubert. In conjunction with this auction, an Online Only 
sale offering creations from the personal collection of 
Kenzo Takada, ran until Wednesday 12 May.

The two sales realised a total of 2 503 670 € / 3 029 441 
$ including premium with 100% of the 550 lots sold, all 
well above estimates.
1 500 people followed the entire live auction. 

Collectors of 28 different nationalities bid in these sales. 

A set of 13 photographs from William Eggleston’s 
"Cadillac Portfolio" achieved the highest price, selling 
for 46 800 € (lot 251), with a set of eight decorative 
panels "Shadows" by the Japanese artist Akira Kugimachi 
fetching 45 500 € (lot 283). 

Amongst fashion items, the kimonos and pieces in 
Kenzo Takada’s signature floral and Japanese style 
attracted strong interest, as did the prototypes annotated 
by the designer.
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Furniture from the apartment of 
Kenzo Takada

Items of furniture from the apartment of Kenzo Takada, 
who died last October, was sold on 11 May at Artcurial, in 
a tribute to the legendary designer and fashion icon. The 
lots were 100 % sold, all well above estimate. 

Furniture & interior decoration
Notable results amongst the items of furniture included 
a two-panel screen by Kenzo Takada & Baccarat, which 
fetched 16 900€ (lot 33) and an 18th century style 
antique bronze and crystal chandelier, which sold for      
5 850€ (lot 39). A Tweed model sofa by Tristan Auer & 
Pouenat, made 12 350 € (lot 51), shortly after multiple 
bids for an octagonal plate by Katsu Hamanaka took its 
final price to 42 900€ (est: 1 000 - 1 200€) (lot 48). 

The star lots stars in the sale also attracted the attention 
of collectors: the large carved wooden horse, from the 
Han dynasty, which had pride of place in Kenzo Takada’s 
living room, fetched more than double its estimate, 
selling for 41 600€ (lot 78), as did the large Buddha 
torso, which changed hands for 28 600€ (lot 62). 
Finally, the majestic Ruhlmann piano sold for 35 100€ 
(lot 271) and a carpet designed by Kenzo Takada sold for 
20 800€ (lot 109). 

The highest price in the sale was for a series of 13 
photographs from the Cadillac Portfolio, by the 
legendary William Eggleston, which achieved 46 800€ 
(lot 251). 

This was followed by a set of eight decorative panels 
"Shadows" by Akira Kugimachi (2013), which made over 
ten times its estimate, fetching 45 500 €, the second 
highest price in the sale (lot 283). 

The paintings of Kenzo Takada
Collectors had an opportunity to discover the designer’s 
talent as a painter, with several paintings by Kenzo 
Takada himself. A self-portrait (lot 1), a character dressed 
as a Japanese dignitary (lot 241) and an oil on canvas 
"n°6" (lot 323), each sold for 20 800€. The oil on 
canvas n°5, also painted by Kenzo Takada, made the 
higher price of 31 200€ (lot 330). Finally, the portrait of 
Kenzo’s muse "Jeune femme à la toilette" by Billy Sullivan 
fetched 6 500€ (lot 258).

Tableware
Highlights of some sixty lots of tableware included a part 
set of Bracquemond-Rousseau ceramic tableware, which 
sold for ten times its estimate at 22 100 (lot 148), a set of 
porcelain tableware from Hungary that fetched 24 700€ 
(lot 150) and a set of Japanese porcelain tableware (lot 
135), that achieved 13 000€ (est: 600 - 800€). 

Sketches
The sale on 11 May concluded with a group of sketches 
by Kenzo Takada, a rare opportunity to see right into the 
heart of his creative process. Lots 385 and 387 achieved 
the highest bids in this section, fetching 11 050€ and      
11 700€ respectively.

William EGGLESTON
Cadillac Portfolio - 1966-1971
Thirteen chromogenic prints 
Sold 46 800€ premium included

LARGE HORSE China, Han dynasty 
(206 B.C. TO 220 A.D..)
In carved wood
Sold 41 600€ premium included
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Creations from the personal  
collection of Kenzo Takada

In conjunction with the sale of furniture, the fashion 
department at Artcurial held a sale of fashion items 
created by Kenzo Takada. The lots all found new owners, 
and sold well above estimates in this week-long 100% 
online sale.

Comprising 132 lots of around 150 original pieces, this 
collection featured items of clothing for all seasons.  

Collectors and enthusiasts were particularly taken 
with the kimonos and pieces in Kenzo Takada’s typical 
Japanese floral style.

Top lot highlights included a jacquard trench coat with 
taffeta shirt (lot 28) which achieved the highest price 
in the fashion section 3 380€; also a group of jacquard 
items  (lot 82) fetched 2 470€. 

A jacquard and velvet Japanese patchwork kimono in the 
iconic Kenzo style (lot 108) changed hands for 1 105€ 
while a floral duchess satin coat sold for 1 170€ (lot 117). 

Another notable lot was a batik-style patterned blazer (lot 
83), the pattern appearing in one of the paintings offered 
in the furniture sale, and made by Kenzo himself, which 
sold well above estimate for 780€. 

Amongst the prototypes, a lot of five annotated sewing 
patterns found a new owner for 650€. 

The items made in silky fabrics such as velvet, satin, 
cashmere, jacquard and taffeta, have never been 
marketed. They were all created by Kenzo Takada 
between 2005 and 2008 as part of a new project for the 
brand called « Takada ». 

These were all unique pieces, some completed and 
others unfinished prototypes, sometimes still with their 
pattern. There were also outfits recreated by Artcurial 
using the lookbooks made by Kenzo himself.

TAKADA
Coat in duchess satin with 
floral motif
Sold 1 170€ premium included

Exhibition of creations by Kenzo Takada at Artcurial from 3 to 10 May 2021
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COLLECTION KENZO TAKADA

THE CREATIONS OF KENZO TAKADA

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE (1€ = 1,21 $) BUYER

251 William EGGLESTON
"Cadillac Portfolio"
Set of 13 photographs

46 800 € / 56 628 $
(Est : 20 000 - 40 000 €)

European
Collector

283 Akira KUGIMACHI
"Shadows"
Set of eight decorative panels (2013)

45 500 € / 55 055 $
(Est : 4 000 - 6 000 €)

European
Collector

48 Katsu HAMANAKA
Plateau à corps octogonal

42 900 € / 51 909 $
(Est : 1 000 - 1 200 €)

European
Collector

78 LARGE HORSE
China, Han Dynasty
In carved wood

41 600 € / 50 336 $
(Est : 20 000 - 30 000 €)

Collectionneur
européen 

271 PLEYEL
Piano quart de queue
Modèle F170 "Ruhlmann" - 2009

35 100 € / 42 120 $
(Est : 4 000 - 6 000 €)

European
Collector

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE (1€ = 1,21 $) ACHETEUR

28 TAKADA (Autumn-winter 2007/08)
Trench en jacquard & chemise en taffetas

3 380 € / 4 090 $
(Est : 250 - 450 €)

European
Collector

82 TAKADA (Autumn-winter 2007/08)
Important ensemble en jacquard

2 470 € / 2 989 $
(Est : 600 - 800 €)

European
Collector

55 TAKADA (Autumn-winter 2007/08)
Trench en cachemire et laine noir

1 950 € / 2 359 $
(Est : 180 - 280 €)

European
Collector

128 TAKADA (Autumn-winter 2007/08) 
Manteau plissé en jacquard

1 950 € / 2 359 $
(Est : 150 - 250 €)

European
Collector

103 TAKADA (Autumn-winter 2007/08)
Court trench en soie rouge

1 560 € / 1 888 $
(Est : 150 - 250 €)

European
Collector
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About Artcurial 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position on the international art market scene in 2020. With three sale venues in 
Paris, Monaco and Marrakech, the auction house achieved an overall sales total of  149,2 
million euros in 2020.
 Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields including Fine Arts, Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Jewellery, Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits...
 With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with 
representation in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich, Vienna and in Spain.  
In October 2015, Artcurial held its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.

artcurial.com

In collaboration with

https://fr.linkedin.com/company/artcurial
https://www.instagram.com/artcurial__/
https://www.facebook.com/artcurial/
https://twitter.com/Artcurial



