
On 9 and 10 June 2021, Artcurial will hold its important 
Old Master & 19th Century art sales. Over 350 works will be 
presented, divided into three sections: the collection « De 
l’Italie à la France, une passion européenne», Old Master & 19th 

Century paintings and drawings and finally a section dedicated 
to Terracotta & Sculptures. Exceptional pieces include a 
terracotta portrait of Sarah Bernhardt by Prosper d’Epinay, 
the important rediscovery of a portrait by Baron Gérard, a 
watercolour by Eugène Delacroix, a bronze bust of Napoleon I 
and some outstanding portraits of the kings of France since the 
Renaissance, including François 1. 
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Eugène DELACROIX
Arabe étendu par terre dans la campagne
Watercolour over pencil - 15,20 x 23 cm
Estimate: 60 000 - 80 000 €

Adam de COSTER
Homme mur et jeune garçon tenant un verre de vin à la lumière d’une 
bougie 
Oil on canvas - 69 x 51 cm
Estimate : 300 000 - 400 000 € 
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« Discovering, studying and revealing to a great 
number of enthusiasts and institutions the wonders 
entrusted to us is a privilege that delights us every 
day. This sale, full of surprises and hitherto unseen 
works, encountered during the course of our travels 
across Europe and different parts of France, is sure 
to attract the attention of all art lovers. There are 
lots of treasures to discover.  »

Matthieu Fournier 
Auctioneer, Director of Old Master & 19th Century, Artcurial 

PARIS – On 9 and 10 June, the Old Master & 19th 
Century department at Artcurial will present its 
prestigious series of sales. Comprising over 350 lots 
covering a range of periods, movements and media, 
this sale, divided into three sections will offer numerous 
groups of work including a formidable collection « De 
l’Italie à la France, une passion européenne », featuring 
some thirty works from the 17th and 18th centuries, by 
French artists who were inspired by time spent in Italy.
 

Coming from the collections of different enthusiasts, 
there will be masterpieces by Delacroix, Baron Gérard 
and Jean Clouet amongst others. 

For the inaugural sale dedicated to sculpture, Artcurial 
has assembled a selection of work from a wide range of 
eras (15th to 20th centuries), places of creation (France, 
Italy, Flanders) and materials (ivory, bronze, wood, 
plaster, marble, wax). There will be a particular emphasis 
on the highly malleable and colourful terracotta 
technique, its light weight allowing great precision and 
freedom of execution.



Joseph-Marie VIEN,
La flagellation du Christ
oil on canvas - 50 x 39 cm 
Estimate : 50 000 - 80 000 € 

Joseph VERNET
Pêcheurs sur un rivage méditerranéen
oil on canvas - 32,50 x 40,30 cm 
Estimate : 60 000 - 90 000 € 
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De l’Italie à la France, une passion 
européenne 

Comprising work from the 18th century mainly by 
French artists, this collection is impressively coherent, 
having been assiduously assembled by the collector. 
The paintings were mostly carried out during time 
spent in Rome or shortly after returning to France, and 
these works are all flooded with Italian light. Rome 
fascinated these artists and there are works reflecting 
the magnificent legacy of grand Roman architecture. 
The painters embraced great historical themes, for 
example, La flagellation du Christ by Vien, estimated 
at 50 000 - 80 000 €, and a pair of oil on canvases, 
Moïse sauvé des eaux and Moïse et les filles de Jethro by 
Pierre, estimated at 150 000 - 200 000 €. There 
are also more anecdotal scenes depicting Papal Rome, 
with, for example a pair of watercolours by renowned 
artist Jean-Baptiste Lallemand: Le matin, Vue du Forum 
romain avec lA’ rc de Constantin and L’après-midi, Vue du 
Forum romain avec les Temples de Saturne et de Vespasien. 
These watercolours depict a cowhand with his herd and 
a shepherdess. Also noteworthy is Eruption du Vésuve de 
nuit sur un rivage, by Lacroix from Marseille, a splendid 
portrayal of the light glowing red in the Bay of Naples. 

This 18th century painting is colourful, joyous and 
uplifting; it is splendid and demands our attention. It is 
life.

A moment in time is captured by Joseph Vernet in 
an oil on canvas, Pêcheurs sur un rivage méditerranéen, 
painted around 1770. In this delightful and elegant 
painting, Vernet invites us to contemplate a calm coastal 
scene where sailing boats are moored, a couple are 
fishing, installed on a rock. In admiring this picture, we 
can almost hear the romantic conversation distracting 
the fisherman from his line. The painter depicts the 
sights and sensations of a Mediterranean coastal 
scene superbly. A keen observer of nature, Joseph 
Vernet, originally from Avignon, described tirelessly 
the landscape of the coast and the sea, sometimes 
calm and sometimes turbulent, exploring the effects of 
light at different times of day. On returning to France 
in 1753 after nearly 20 years in Italy, he was admitted 
to the Royal Academy, and his work remained largely 
influenced by his abiding memories of the country.

In addition to this collection, there are some wonderful 
works in the sale by major French artists of the 18th 

century, including François Boucher, Nicolas de 
Largillierre, Charles de La Fosse, Jean-François de Troy 
and Jean-Baptiste Greuze. 
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Old Master & 19th Century 
The Old Masters sale will showcase some highly significant 
collectors’ pieces, such as a group of French drawings that 
have remained in the hands of the great collector Georges 
Dormeuil’s descendants. Amongst these, an exceptional 
and large-scale historical piece by Jean-Michel Moreau 
known as Moreau le Jeune : La Fête de la Fédération le 
14 juillet 1970, estimated at 70 000 - 100 000 €.  A 
passionate revolutionary, Jean-Michel Moreau took part in 
delegations to the Assembly along with David, and, keen 
to see the overthrow of the established order, religiously 
attended revolutionary events.

Coming from the private collection of drawings belonging 
to Madame Bernard Destremau, an enthusiast of works on 
paper, is a remarkable orientalist watercolour by Eugène 
Delacroix, Arabe étendu par terre dans la campagne. This 
was painted for his friend Charles Soulier at Soulier’s 
home, just after his return from Morocco in 1832. In this 
watercolour, estimated at 60 000 - 80 000€, Delacroix 
delivers a well-considered lesson on Orientalism. Between 
January and June 1832, he had accompanied a delegation 
sent by King Louis-Philippe to Morocco, during which 
time Delacroix worked ceaselessly to observe, draw and 
make notes in his travel diaries. On his return to France, he 
developed a certain nostalgia for this trip and images from 
his stay continued to appear in his compositions right up 
until his death in 1863. 

Portraits of the French Renaissance, paintings and 
drawings, will star in the sale. Several kings will be 
represented including an exquisite and rare miniature of 
François 1, a portrait of his son, Henri II as well as a portrait 
of his grandson François II, painted respectively by Jean 
Clouet, François Clouet and his studio. 

Painting from the Northern School will also feature with 
a highly diverse selection of high-quality pieces. On offer 
will be an astonishing Christ aux outrages by Maerten van 
Heemskerck, which could be a manifesto for Mannerism, 
with its exaggerated lines and modernist colours. La scène 
de village animée by Sebastian Vrancx is an illustration of 
peasant daily life, a common theme for Flemish artists 
following in the footsteps of the Brueghels, and very 
popular with enthusiasts. Les Deux singes entourant une 
corbeille de fruits by Frans Snyders demonstrates the vivacity 
of Flemish still life painting, as influenced by the studio of 
Rubens. An outstanding composition by Jan Jansz. van de 
Velde III illustrates, with precision and restraint, the Dutch 
side of this pictorial genre. Finally, in a rare painting by 
Adam de Coster, a member of the Nordic Caravaggisti, our 
gaze is held by the intense stare of a man illuminated by the 
light of a candle.

The 19th century will also be celebrated. Baron Gérard  a 
pupil of Jacques-Louis David who became an influential 
painter during the First Empire and the Restoration, stars 
in this sale with an exceptional portrait of Henry Seymour, 
the Duke of Somerset. Painted in 1815, Gérard chose an 
innovative approach with this piece by taking his character 
back in time to the Tudor court, some two centuries 
earlier. The presence of a dog symbolises fidelity, and the 
Duke of Somerset strokes the animal with his right hand 
as a sign of power and domination. The artist makes an 
explicit reference to the portrait of Charles Quint by Jakob 
Seisenegger, instigator of the great ceremonial portrait. 
Here, the artist seeks to dazzle us with his skill and technical 
mastery.

François Pascal Simon, baron GERARD
Portrait de Henry Seymour (1776-1849) en habit paré 
Oil on canvas - 162 x 114 cm
Estimate : 150 000 - 200 000 €

Frans SNYDERS
Singes près d’une corbeille de fruits
Panneau de chêne, trois planches - 63,50 x 104,50 cm
Estimate : 300 000 - 400 000 € 



Press release – Old Master & 19th Century Art 5

The Art of Sculpture 
The sale will pay tribute to the 16th century with an 
exceptional Madonna and Child. This highly sophisticated 
piece offers a remarkable example of statuary from 
Champagne. Beneath an anecdotal and rather light-
hearted expression, the Virgin Mary nevertheless 
communicates a message of great spiritual significance. 
The association of these different attributes is a reference 
to the Eucharist and the Passion of the Son of God, while 
also reminding us of the intended role for this masterful 
work: devoted support for the faithful.  

An 18th century highlight is a powerful terracotta 
attributed to Jean-Baptiste Stouf representing Hercule et 
le lion de Némée. The subject is represented in a rather 
abrupt fashion here and this radical approach reveals the 
early signs of Romanticism. Also presented will be a rare 
and exciting set of small terracotta maquettes by Jacques-
Edmé Dumont, belonging to descendants of the sculptor. 
Another notable lot is a delicate piece entitled Vénus 
allongée sur un matelas, attributed to Peeter Scheemakers 
le Jeune, a successful synthesis of a contemporary style 
influenced by Antiquity. Finally, a plaster bust of the 
Marquis de Condorcet, dated 1787, by the studio of 
Houdon. 

In this bicentenary year of Napoleon’s death, the sale 
will offer two works demonstrating the flamboyance of 
the arts at this time. A bust of Napoleon 1 by Antoine-
Denis Chaudet is one of an edition of fifteen examples in 
bronze. These were intended for dignitaries of the Empire, 
commissioned in 1807 by Napoleon, then at the height of 
his glory. Caroline Murat, Queen of Naples and sister of 
the Emperor, is also represented with a bust. Inspired by a 
marble made by Antonio Canova, she is represented here 
just before her departure for Naples. This official model 

can be seen in the portrait of his son Napoléon Achille 
Murat appuyé sur un buste de sa mère painted in 1808 by 
Baron Gérard. 

Called the « Sculptor of Sovereigns », the cosmopolitan 
artist Prosper d’Epinay, is represented with a number of 
works in this sale, notably an exceptional portrait of Sarah 
Bernhardt. For this piece, Prosper took his inspiration 
from the tragedy Andromaque by Racine and has created a 
superb portrait of the actress who, in 1903 played the role 
of Hermione at the Théâtre des Nations. Her unsettling 
and powerful gaze is almost hypnotic. Estimated at 
100 000 - 200 000€, le Portrait de Sarah Berhnardt en 
Hermione is a perfect demonstration of the artist’s skill in 
bringing his work to life. 

This section of the sale will pay tribute to the artist Albert 
-Ernest Carrier-Belleuse. Given the name « Clodion 
du Second-Empire » because of the many light-hearted, 
frivolous terracotta pieces he produced. Committed to all 
forms of representation and dissemination used during 
the Second-Empire, he was a privileged spectator of an 
era in the midst of change. Female figures occupied a 
prominent place in his work. Often represented in bust 
form, magnified through the use of allegories, these 
figures are imbued with an evocative melancholy, for 
example L’Innocence tourmentée par les Amours. This 
piece was created with the assistance of Auguste Rodin, 
an apprentice at this time when Carrier-Belleuse was in 
charge of sculpture work for the Bourse de Commerce 
in Brussels. Another model by the artist is of an Alsatian 
woman, looking distraught following the defeat of Sedan in 
1870, when Alsace was annexed to Prussia by William 1.  

Antoine-Denis CHAUDET
Bust of the Emperor Napoléon Ier 
as Hermès 
Bronze à patine brune - Height 
57,50 cm 
Estimate : 30 000 - 50 000 €

Charles Adrien Prosper d’EPINAY
Portrait of Sarah Berhnardt as 
Hermione 
Terre cuite - Height 63 cm 
Estimate : 80 000 - 120 000 € 
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About Artcurial 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position on the international art market scene in 2020. With three sale venues in 
Paris, Monaco and Marrakech, the auction house achieved an overall sales total of  149,2 
million euros in 2020.
 Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields including Fine Arts, Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Jewellery, Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits...
 With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices 
in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna.  
In October 2015, Artcurial held its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.

artcurial.com

USEFUL  
INFORMATION

Public viewing : 
Saturday 5, Monday 7 and Tuesday 8 June 
2021 from 11am to 6pm

Sunday 6 June 2021 from 2pm to 6pm

Sales : 
Wednesday 9 June 2021 at 2:30pm:        
Collection « De l’Italie à la France, une 
passion européenne » & 3pm : sale of Old 
Master & 19th Century Art 

Thursday 10 June 2021 at 4pm :
Terracotta & other sculptures

7 Rond-Point  
des Champs-Elysées 
75008 Paris
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Discover the complete             
catalogue on artcurial.com
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