
PRESS RELEASE - JOSEPH ALTOUNIAN COLLECTION 

On 17 and 18 September 2019, on the occasion of the 
Paris Biennale, Artcurial will present an unprecedent sale 
from the collection of Joseph Altounian, antique dealer 
to museums and friend to artists. Some of the works that 
passed through the hands of the antique dealer and 
collector Joseph Altounian (1890-1954) can now be found 
in the greatest collections and museums in the world. 
Artcurial will present a family collection that testifies to a 
passion shared by Joseph Altounian and three generations 
of antiquarians, a truly cohesive legacy including objects 
from Antiquity and the Haute Epoque, and an exceptional 
set of drawings by Amedeo Modigliani.

AUCTION - 17 AND 18 SEPTEMBER 2019, IN PARIS



PRESS RELEASE - THE COLLECTION OF JOSEPH ALTOUNIAN: ANTIQUE DEALER TO MUSEUMS, FRIEND TO ARTISTS

PARIS - Since the first half of the 20th century, the Altounian name has been renowned 
amongst the greatest antique dealers, museums, collectors and artists in France and 
worldwide. Now, the family is set to unveil a significant proportion of its collection to the 
public. On 17 and 18 September 2019, Artcurial will present its unprecedented auction 
of the Collection of Joseph Altounian, antique dealer to museums, friend to artists. 

More than 400 pieces (art objects, sculptures and furniture) will be offered for sale at 
the auction, which is being held during the Paris Biennale, including in particular, six 
exceptional Amedeo Modigliani drawings collected by the family. It has been possible 
to trace the prestigious history and provenance of many of these works thanks to family 
archives which have been kept intact to this day. Architect firm Lecoadic Scotto was 
specially commissioned to design an original set for the sale, which is being staged at 
Artcurial.

This collection spans numerous periods: Antiquity, the Middle Ages, the Haute Epoque 
and Modern Art, reflecting the Altounian family’s rich and unique history, defined by its 
many decisive encounters with the 20th century’s greatest intellectuals and artists.

 

“The Joseph Altounian Collection is a rare and precious testimony 
to the ties between this family of antiquarians and the leading 
artists of the 20th century (Auguste Rodin, Max Jacob, Pablo 
Picasso, Amedeo Modigliani...).
Artcurial is proud to unveil the unique collection owned by a family 
that has supplied the greatest American museums, and collectors 
the world over. ”

Stéphane Aubert,
Auctioneer, Associate Director, Artcurial

Joseph Altounian (left) and Joseph Brummer 
(centre), Egypt trip, 17 March 1912
Family archives

Excerpt from Joseph Al-
tounian’s goods register 
on 31 December 1920, 
p.23, in which Amedeo 
Modigliani’s drawings 
are mentioned.
Family archives

AMEDEO MODIGLIANI
Portrait de Joseph Altounian- 
1917
Pencil on paper
Max Jacob signed remark
38.5 x 25.5 cm
Provenance: Joseph Altounian 
Collection
Estimate: €50,000 - 70,000



Joseph Altounian (left) and Joseph Brummer 
(centre), Egypt trip, 17 March 1912
Family archives
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Joseph Altounian, renowned antique dealer and artists’ 
friend 
Born in Armenia, Joseph Altounian (1890-1954) left Smyrne at the start of the 20th century. 
After a stopover in Cairo, he settled in Paris in 1908, and learned the antiques trade there 
before moving to Mâcon in Burgundy, in 1936. 

Whilst in Paris, Joseph struck up a friendship with Max Jacob, who supported him from 
his early days. He settled in the Montmartre district, where he observed, rubbed shoulders 
with and forged friendships with the artists, residents and regular visitors to the Bateau-
Lavoir: Pablo Picasso, Guillaume Apollinaire, Amedeo Modigliani... A firm friendship 
developed between Joseph and Amedeo Modigliani, who drew his portrait in 1917. That 
portrait has remained in the family until this day, like the five other drawings in the 
collection. In 1918, he opened his gallery in the rue Saint Georges in Paris, the St George’s 
Art Gallery. A decade later, Joseph expanded the business, with a second gallery located in 
the Boulevard de Courcelles.

He travelled around Egypt with his friend, the painter Kees Van Dongen. The trip reunited 
him with his first love, since Joseph’s original passion was for the Ancient World; he later 
became interested in the Haute Epoque. In the time of Nicolas Landau, one would refer to 
a Landau object, in reference to that prince of antiquarians. It would be equally legitimate to 
talk about an Altounian object, since Joseph’s eye, his intuition and his knowledge of objects 
meant that he was responsible for discovering and supplying a large number of works that 
he sold to pre-eminent European and American collectors.

Georges Clémenceau recommended Joseph Altounian to Auguste Rodin, who chose him 
to acquire the collection of Egyptian objects and antiques that is now held at the Rodin 
museum. The archives, letters, address books and goods registers carefully preserved by 
his heirs bear witness to Joseph’s professional and friendly relationships with these artists, 
galleries and antique dealers, as well as a large number of museums (the New York Met, 
the Rodin museum, the Louvre museum and the Cluny museum).

Following his wedding to Henriette Lorbet, who descended from several generations of 
Burgundian antique dealers and collectors, the Altounians put down roots in Mâcon in 
Burgundy, where they set about building their personal collection in their town house. 
Some years later, their son-in-law Bernard Rousset took up the family passion for antiques 
and was particularly active in the 1960s, when the first Paris Biennales Antiques Fairs were 
taking place.

AMADEO MODIGLIANI
L’Estatico – 1916
Pencil on paper
Titled “L’ESTATICO” top centre, signed, 
dated and dedicated 
43.50 x 26.80 cm
Provenance: Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate: €60,000 - 80,000

FRANCE, LATE 16TH CENTURY
Saint Jean, from a crucifixion group
Wood sculpture, probably walnut, poly-
chromed
Provenance: Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate: €3,000 - 5,000

AMEDEO MODIGLIANI
Tête - Circa 1911 - 1912
Pencil on paper
Signed and dedicated bottom right 
42.5 x 26.4 cm
Provenance: Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate: €250,000 - 350,000



EGYPT, MEIR NECROPOLIS, 
MIDDLE KINGDOM, 11TH - 12TH DYNASTY
Dignitary statuette in wood
Height: 32.8 cm (not including plinth)
Provenance: Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate: €50,000 - 60,000

CLUNY, BURGUNDY, PROBABLY FROM THE AB-
BEY, CIRCA 1115-1130
Torso of a bearded man or prophet
Height: 25 cm (not including plinth)
Provenance: Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate: €60,000 - 80,000

ILE DE FRANCE, LAST QUARTER OF THE 13TH 
CENTURY
Musician angel 
Limestone sculpture
Height: 74.5 cm
Provenance: Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate: €60,000 - 80,000
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The Altounian collection at auction
On 17 and 18 September 2019, Artcurial will offer this unique collection of objects and 
artworks created by Joseph Altounian and his family.

The sale features a significant array of statues. Egyptian pieces, such as a wooden 
statuette of an Egyptian dignitary (Egypt, Meir Necropolis, Middle Kingdom, 11th - 12th 
dynasty, estimate: €50,000 - 60,000) and an ancient Egyptian scribe in limestone (Egypt, 
Saite period, early 26th Dynasty, estimate: €6,000 - 8,000), as well as numerous Roman and 
Gothic sculptures are a reminder of the pieces that Joseph Altounian sold to the greatest 
private and museum collections in the world. As well as his role in distributing Ancient 
World and Haute Epoque works to collectors and American institutions. Also being offered 
at auction is a limestone torso of a prophet (Burgundy, Cluny abbey, circa 1115-1130, 
estimate €60,000 - 80,000), a limestone bas-relief depicting two busts of evangelists in 
medallions, (France, 14th century, estimate €3,000 - 5,000) and a wooden Virgin with Child 
sculpture (Northern France or the Mosane region, 14th century estimate: €10,000 - 12,000).

A set of six drawings by Amedeo Modigliani, kept by the family until now, makes up the 
Modern Art section of the sale. All of the drawings have been dedicated by the artist, 
who had become a close friend of Joseph Altounian, and are listed by the antiquarian in 
his goods register. They include Tête, a work in pencil on paper, drawn circa 1911-1912, 
signed and dedicated “Max J/ to our friend/ Marc Brésil/ Modigliani” bottom right, estimate 
€250,000 - 350,000; and a watercolour and blue pencil on paper work entitled Jeune 
homme assis au chapeau, created in 1916, and signed “To my friend Altounian, Modigliani” 
(estimate: €100,000 - 150,000). The most intimate piece is the Portrait de Joseph Altounian, 
bearing the following testimony by Max Jacob: “I certify that this is the portrait done of 
Altounian by Modigliani in 1917” (estimate:  €50,000 - 70,000). 



COMING SOON AT ARTCURIAL                                                             
24 September: Old Master and 19th Century Art auction 
                             A Tribute to Symbolism
            
22 October: private Urban Art Collection auction

ABOUTRTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Exhibition from Wednesday 11 to Tuesday 17 September 2019
Auction on Tuesday 17 and Wednesday 18 September 2019, at 7pm and 2pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogue available online at www.artcurial.com
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