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The 3
rd

 edition of Artcurial’s thematic auction Racing, 

Flying & Yachting will be held on 19
th

 June, with a 

dominant focus on Aeronautics.   

An eclectic selection, supremely highlighted by the 

surprising 1970 Tupolev A-3 N007: a rare engine created by 

the godfather of Soviet aviation Alexei Tupolev, a sort of 

metal sledge, part hovercraft and part snowmobile, an 

object straight out of a spy film (estimate : €140,000 – 

200,000 / $165,200 – 236,000). 

 

The “aeronautic” furniture section will offer The Tourist, one 

of the latest creations born from the collaboration between 

Ateliers Flown & Julien Recours, a piece of furniture 

composed of 8 airplane trolleys, once found in aeroplanes. 

(estimate: €6,000 – 9,000 / $7,080 – 10,620). 

A chapter of the auction will pay tribute to Marcel Dassault, 

with a set of impressive models, a digital print of the 

famous Paul Lengellé composition and an example of the 

celebrated 1916 lightening propeller (Estimate: €3,000 – 

5,000 / $3,540 – 5,900).   

Interior design enthusiasts will appreciate the impressive 

Ryan ST model, nearly 3,60 m wing span (estimate: €15 

,000 – 25,000 / $17,700 – 20,886) 

« We are proud to present this unusual engine 

that is the Tupolev A-3 N007. This opportunity for 

Artcurial to offer at auction this testament to the 

history of the 20
th

 century is a rare privilege. » 

 

Sophie Peyrache,  

Aeronautical Department, Artcurial 



 
 

Created for transport on water, snow and ice, the Tupolev 

A-3 N007, is suprising by its futuristic design, star-shaped 

engine and two couter-rotating properlors. (estimate : 

€140,000 – 200,000 / $165,200 – 236,000). Visitors will be 

delighted to discover this rare model exhibited in the 

courtyard of Artcurial’s seat, at 7, rond-point des Champs 

Elysées, from 15
th

 to 18
th

 June 2018.  

The Tupolev A-3 N007 is a legacy from the Cold War, a 

vestige of a ttroubled time during which two world 

superpowers rivilised in technical prowess. The N007 is one 

of the vehicules that could have been an accessory in a 

spuy film, featuring a quite famous British spy. But, as 

often, reality went furhter than fiction. Concieved by the 

godfather of Soviet aviation, the engineer Alexei Tupolev, 

the N007 can transport 4 passengers at over 120 km/h on 

snow and nearly 70 km/h on water. 

 

If the exact production of Tupolev A-3 N007 remained Top 

Secret, we estimate that 800 units were built in the early 

1980’s. It is difficult to assess how many are still around. 

Two other models are known to exist, the first in the 

Körmend museum, the other in very bad condition, in 

Alsónémedi.  

The Tourist one of the latest creations issued from the 

collaboration between Ateliers Flown & Julien Recours will 

be auctioned carrying an estimate of €6,000 – 9,000 / 

$7,080 – 10,620. It is a furniture suite composed of 8 

trolleys used by flight attendants carrying refreshments to 

passengers. The furniture’s elegance is clearly reflected in 

the various trolley models and their facades treated in 

polished brass and the top in white-veined black marble. 

Another important piece, the imposing contemporary 

model of the Ryan ST, without a doubt a one-off, estimate 

€15 ,000 - 25 ,000 / $17,700 – 20,886. Created by a 

passionate enthusiast, it was created as a “flying” model 

but as it was never equipped with an engine, although the 

space was left to motorise it.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

A copy of the famous Hélice Éclaire of 1916, first realization 

of Marcel Dassault, will be presented for an estimate of 

€3,000 – 5,000 / $3,540 – 5,900. This propeller was 

mounted on a Letord, observation and bombing aircraft. 

They equipped the recon British Sopwith, the Dorand AR 

and especially the Spad, in particular the Spad VII. This 

lightning propeller will be displayed amongst a beautiful 

set of models. 
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