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Following the resounding success of the 

world’s first auction dedicated entirely to ladies’ timepieces 

held last January, Artcurial once again invites enthusiasts to 

congregate in Monaco on 18th July 2018, for the second 

edition of Le temps est féminin.  

 

The unique bond between women and their timepieces will 

be examined. Swiss watchmaker Piaget, master in the art of 

creating exceptional jewels will once again make hearts go 

a-flutter with the dispersion of Gail and Robert Schwartz’s 

personal collection, gathered during their time as sellers of 

the brand in South Africa since the 1960’s.  

 

Other renown houses will also be highlighted, such as 

Bulgari, with an exceptional piece: an extremely rare 

Serpenti Black Mamba with a prestigious provenance. It 

belonged to socialite Anja Lopez, the wife of operetta 

composer Francis Lopez. 

 

 

« Last January, we organized the world’s first-ever 

auction dedicated exclusively to lady’s timepieces. This 

unprecedented auction has presented a new vista on 

watchmaking and has helped to establish a new 

platform for the most sought-after creators, 

significantly different from men’s. Piaget came in 

largely in the lead. 

Six months later, we are delighted to offer a private 

collection of exceptional 1970s Piaget Watches 

alongside other incredible discoveries such as the rare 

Serpenti Black Mamba. » 

Marie Sanna-Legrand, Director 

Watches, Artcurial 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For the latest offering of Le temps est féminin II, Piaget 

creations will be celebrated with the dispersion of the Gail 

et Robert Schwartz collection. Manufacturing talent 

combined with watchmaking expertise will undoubtedly be 

greatly appreciated. Last January, 8 models from Maison 

Piaget were put up for auction and had been greatly 

fought over, such as the gold and malachite cuff (lot 195) 

sold for triple its estimate (€31,200 / $35,951). 

Robert Schwartz created his company Schwartz Jewellers in 

Johannesburg in 1924 in Johannesburg, combining two 

passions: watches, sports gear, cups and other trophies. A 

former light weight boxing champion, the eclectic nature of 

his passions ranging from sports to Luxury jewellery earned 

him the moniker The Sportman’s Jeweler. 

Together with his wife Gail, an impressive collection is 

created, mostly accumulated in the 1970’s, the most 

creative period of Swiss watchmaking. According to them, 

the watches were "timeless masterpieces". Their friendship 

with Yves Piaget revolutionised their life and led them to 

meet prestigious clients of the Swiss establishment such as 

the President Ford, Nelson Mandela, Andy Warhol, Elton 

John and Sammy Davis Junior… 

 

A noteworthy piece amongst the most exceptional lots of 

this magnificent provenance, a necklace (toward 1970) on a 

triple yellow gold chain embellished with turquoise spheres 

retaining in pendent watch, the lapis lazuli face 

underscored with a fringe of turquoise spheres (estimate: 

€30,000 – 50,000 / $36,940 – 61,570), a watch/necklace 

(toward 1970) in yellow gold and jade (estimate: €10,000 – 

15,000/ $12,190 – 18,285) and striking cuff watches such as 

the astonishing ladies cuff in white gold and diamonds 

(toward 1988) (estimate: €30,000 – 50,000/ $36,940 – 

61,570). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the Schwartz collection, an incredible 

selection of timepieces from the most reputable and iconic 

houses such as Cartier, Jaeger Lecoultre, Chopard, Patek 

Philippe or Rolex will be auctioned. From the sportier 

models to the jewellery model, from the leather or steel 

wrist strap to the bejewelled cuff, a full range of selection 

will be offered.  

 

Amongst these treasures sourced by Marie Sanna-Legrand, 

director of the Watches department, a timeless watch with 

a unique history will be auctioned: a Serpenti Black Mamba 

cuff by Bulgari created at the end of the 1970’s for a 

flamboyant jet-setting personality of the time: Anja Lopez, 

the wife of eccentric operetta composer Francis Lopez. 

 

The history of the Serpenti began end of the years 1940’s 

with the famous flexible gold ringed bracelet "Tubogas" 

which also exists in gold mesh, imitates a gold snake 

wrapping itself around the wrist. It evolved in the years 60, 

with a virtuoso bracelet reproducing the scales of a snake 

and whose head of reptile conceals a watchmaker 

mechanism. It is in the years 70, that Bulgari revisits the 

design of this shows with the more skill making it more 

contemporary and always more desirable. Ambassador 

fetish of the House Bulgari, Cleopatra alias Elisabeth Taylor 

was the one that crystallize the magnetism entrancing of 

this iconic model. 

 

It evolves in the 1960’s with a dazzling bracelet imitating 

snake scales, the head of the reptile dissimulating a watch. 

In the 1970’s, Bulgari revisits the watch’s design, bringing it 

up to date in an even more contemporary and desirable 

version. Maison Bulgari’s most iconic ambassador, 

Cleopatra alias Elisabeth Taylor crystallised the bewitching 

desirability of this emblematic model.  

  

The Serpenti Black Mamba, presented next July will further 

contribute to the legendary saga of the model. This is a 

particularly rare piece, as only very few of them exist. 
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