
PRESS RELEASE - AUTOMOBILIA INCLUDING FORMER COLLECTION 
                   OF GIUSEPPE NERI, FRIEND OF ENZO FERRARI

On Saturday 6 February 2021, Artcurial 
Motorcars will hold an Automobilia sale 
dedicated exclusively to Ferrari. One 
of the two collections presented is the 
former collection of Giuseppe Neri, the 
friend of Enzo Ferrari who managed the 
Il Cavallino restaurant in Modena for 
36 years. The sale offers an opportunity 
to bid on some 170 items retracing the 
history of the legendary Prancing Horse 
marque.
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PRESS RELEASE - FORMER COLLECTION OF GIUSEPPE NERI, FRIEND OF ENZO FERRARI

PARIS - On 6 February, the day after the Parisienne2021 sale, Artcurial Motorcars will hold an 
Automobilia sale presenting the former collection of Giuseppe Neri, the friend of Enzo Ferrari 
and a passionate automobile enthusiast.

Giuseppe Neri (1938-2020), the life of an enthusiast and a 
friend of Enzo Ferrari
It all began in Modena in 1938. Guiseppe Neri grew up in a family of entrepreneurs with a 
family construction business that was a major presence in the local area. In 1970, this business 
broadened its horizons and began setting up canteens and later restaurants. Neri was the 
architect for this new activity, and many large-scale projects saw the light of day. 
Neri’s other all-consuming passion was for the Automobile, unavoidable in Modena. As a 
young boy, he was one of the first fans of Ferrari. The first meeting between Giuseppe Neri and 
Enzo Ferrari took place in the 1970s, on a construction project commissioned by Ferrari. This 
collaboration marked the start of a long friendship between the two men. There were some 
major events that came out of this collaboration, such as, in 1982, the organisation of the first 
Ferrari Day in 1982 with a lunch for 2000 people. Then in 1988, the anniversary celebrations for 
Enzo Ferrari’s 90th birthday for more than 1700 Ferrari employees. There were also some large-
scale restructuring and construction projects for Ferrari.

Il Cavallino, the restaurant
However, it is the history of the Cavallino restaurant that best reflects the special relationship 
between Enzo Ferrari and Giuseppe Neri. In 1984, following the success of the Ferrari Day in 
1982, Enzo Ferrari entrusted Guiseppe with the renovation of the Cavallino restaurant, located 
near the factory at Maranello. It opened on 27 September 1984. 

Initially, the Cavallino restaurant was where il Commendatore took his drivers and closest 
associates for lunch or dinner. Giuseppe was appointed manager of the restaurant by Enzo 
Ferrari in 1984 and he stayed in that role until January 2020. It was a relationship built on 
respect and trust that lasted until Enzo’s death, and carried on with his son Piero.

Over the years, Cavallino became the go-to restaurant for all fans, from factory workers and 
visitors to famous names from different spheres including Clay Regazzoni, Pink Floyd, Sylvester 
Stallone, Peter Sellers, Luc Besson, Michel Platini, Cristiano Ronaldo, Carl Lewis and Terence Hill

Giuseppi Neri and Enzo Ferrari at Il Cavallino Il Cavallino, the entrance to the restaurant
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The Cavallino restaurant is an integral part of the visitor’s tour. Its unique atmosphere appeals 
to the Ferraristi who can enjoy eating lunch on Prancing Horse-branded plates and tablecloths. 
Everything is Ferrari. In fact, the decor is made up of various objects donated over the years. 
There are helmets signed by celebrated drivers hanging on the walls, Formula 1 spare parts, 
signed photographs, historic pieces such as original engines and models etc. Memories on 
display in the restaurant that tell the story of Formula 1 from the 1980s to the present day. 

Exceptional Formula 1 items
There are a certain number of very rare items in the collection that illustrate the history of 
Scuderia Ferrari in Formula 1. The rivalry between Alain Prost and Ayrton Senna reached its 
peak during the 1990 season. Alain Prost had just signed for Ferrari and the two drivers faced 
each other for the world title, which Senna won, ahead of Prost who finished on the second 
step of the podium.  There are pieces of bodywork from two of Alain Prost’s 1990 Ferrari 641 
cars offered in the sale, each with an estimate of between 20 000 and 30 000 €.
It was at the wheel of the Ferrari 412 T2 that Jean Alesi and Gerhard Berger distinguished 
themselves in the 1995 championship. Collectors will be able to bid for a monocoque from 
Gerhard Berger’s 1995 season F1 412 T2, estimated at 15 000-20 000 €.
The star piece in this collection, also coming from the F1 412 T2 is a spectacular engine, a 
V12, 3-litre tipo 044/1. This historic piece is one of the last F1 V12 engines built by Ferrari at 
Maranello. It is estimated at 70 000 to 80 000 €. 

Ferrari dominated the 2002 championship. It was the year that Michael Schumacher won his 
fifth World Championship title, finishing ahead of his teammate Rubens Barrichello. Ferrari 
won its 12th constructors World Championship title. The team, led by Jean Todt, made sure 
there was no room for other competitors. 
The F-2002 engine cover on offer by Artcurial Motorcars is a spectacular souvenir of this 
amazing season, estimated to fetch between 15 000 to 20 000 €. 

FERRARI
Exceptional type Ferrari 
3000 (044/1) engine for 
a Ferrari F412 T2, 1995 
season
Est: 70 000 - 80 000 €

Enzo Ferrari’s 90th birthday, Il commendatore 
and Beppe in front of a cake depicting the 
Prancing Horse.

Il Cavallino, the main room in the restaurant, 
with F1 memorabilia, helmets and portraits of suc-
cessive drivers on the walls.
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Jean TODT, Rubens BARRICHELLO, Michael SCHUMACHER
Colour photograph,inscribed by Jean Todt «Al mio 
amico Beppe Neri con tanto affetto 18.12.03» and 
signed by Jean Todt, Rubens Barichello and Michael 
Schumacher
Estimate : 1 000 - 1 500 €

Drivers gallery : photographs and helmets 
Dedicated and signed portraits of the most legendary drivers hung on the walls of the 
restaurant Il Cavallino. Enthusiasts will have a chance to bid for, amongst others, a photograph 
signed by Jean Todt, Michael Schumacher and Rubens Barrichello, estimated at 1 000 to 
1 500 €. 
Drivers’ helmets are always highly sought after by fans of Formula 1. World Champion drivers’ 
helmets on offer include two of Michael Schumacher’s, one from the 2005 season (estimate : 
20 000 - 30 000 €), as well as two of Fernando Alonso’s helmets.

Collectors’ objects
In addition to a wonderful selection of photographs and models in the collection, there are 
some interesting objects including a terracotta sculpture by Domenico Poloniato celebrating 
the 9th World Championship, that was displayed at the entrance of the restaurant. It has an 
estimate of 5 000 to 8 000 €. 
Another decorative item is a flag holder with 7 Ferrari flags mounted in a Goodyear tyre. 
Estimated at 1 000 to 2 000 €, it is expected to attract interest from all Ferraristes.  There is also 
an opportunity to buy a tribute to the famous « Galleria del vento », a unique prototype model 
for the Ferrari 126 CK that was probably used as a wind-tunnel model (estimate: 12 000 - 
16 000 €).

Ferrari : Workshop memorabilia, an enthusiast’s collection 
The second part of the sale is dedicated to a collection of workshop memorabilia belonging 
to an enthusiast, bringing together numerous spare parts, catalogues and owners’ manuals. 
There will also be several gauges including a rev counter for a Ferrari 250 SWB, estimated to 
fetch between 1 500 and 2 000 €.  A large selection of brochures and technical manuals are 
included, notably for key models such as the Ferrari 275 GTB/GTS (estimate : 6 000 - 9 000 €). 
Always sought-after by enthusiasts, there are sets of colour samples, for leather and bodywork, 
including a set of three, estimated to fetch between 2 000 and 3 000 €.

GOODYEAR EAGLE TYRE, SET WITH FLAG 
HOLDER
With 7 Ferrari flags, 4 in the co-
lours of the Scuderia Ferrari and 
3 of the Cavallino Rampante on a 
yellow background
Estimate : 1 000 - 2 000 €

Michael SCHUMACHER
Ferrari - 2005 season
Schuberth helmet, series n°
MS-2005-103
Estimate 20 000 - 30 000 €



UPCOMING AT RTCURIAL 
 5 February 2021, at 16.00 : sale Parisienne2021 by Artcurial Motorcars
           In partnership with Rétromobile

ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house, Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position in 2019 on the international art market scene. With three sale venues 
(Paris, Monte-Carlo and Hong Kong), Artcurial achieved an overall sales total of
203,1 M€ in 2019. Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields: From Beaux-Arts to 
Decorative Arts, Collectors’ Cars, jewellery and watches, Fine wine and spirits.
With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices 
in Milan, Vienna and Brussels, Monte-Carlo and Munich and representatives in Beijing 
and Tel Aviv, as well as twice-yearly exhibitions in New York. In October 2015, Artcurial 
held its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Viewing on Tuesday 2, Wednesday 3, Thursday 4 February 2021, 11.00 - 18.00,
and Friday 5 February 2021 between 11.00 -  15.00

Sale Saturday 6 February at 13.30

Artcurial – 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées-75008 Paris

High resolution images available on request
Catalogue available online at www.artcurial.com
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