
PRESS RELEASE - FURNITURE SUITE OF THE COMTE D’ARTOIS AT BAGATELLE
SALE RESULTS FOR 22ND JULY, PARIS

On Wednesday 22nd July, Artcurial’s 
Furniture & Works of Art department held 
its evening sale dedicated to silverware, 
furniture and works of art from the 
Renaissance to the 19th century. Under 
the hammer of Isabelle Bresset, the 
four extraordinary seats, ordered by the 
Comte d’Artois in 1778 for his bedroom in 
Bagatelle, fetched €1,174,500 / $1,350,675 
including costs, more than three times 
their estimate. 

Isabelle Bresset adjudicating the furniture suite of the comte d’Artois (lot n°36) 
at 1,2 M€ / 1,3 M$ including premiums (est: €300 000 - 500 000) on July 22nd 2020



FURNITURE SUITE OF THE COMTE D’ARTOIS AT BAGATELLE – SALE RESULTS FOR JULY 22ND 2020

« This exceptional suite was executed in 1778 by the famous 
Georges Jacob and the sculptor Jean-Baptiste Rode for the 
celebrated bed chamber of the Comte d’Artois and future king 
Charles X at Bagatelle. It is a unique suite still preserved in its 
original condition and one of the most daring examples of the 
creativity and excellence of the craftsmen at the royal court’s 
service.  This suite is leaving France to join another collection 
owned by great amateurs in love with the French Decorative 
arts, who will take an attentive care of them. »

Isabelle Bresset, Director,
Auctioneer Furniture & Works of Art, Artcurial 

PARIS - On Wednesday 22nd July 2020, Artcurial’s Furniture & Works of Art 
department presented an exceptional suite of Louis XVI period royal furniture, 
which belonged to the Comte d’Artois, later to become King Charles X. After a 
long auction battle by telephone and in the room, these seats were sold under 
the hammer of the auctioneer and furniture specialist Isabelle Bresset, at 
€1,174,500 / $1,350,675 including costs, more than triple their estimate.

Royal provenance
These seats were ordered to furnish the famous bed chamber designed as a 
military tent and are a rare example of the great creative achievements and 
refinements of the neoclassicism movement in the end of the 1770’s. Decorated 
with lictors’ fasces entwined with laurel branches, they were executed by 
Georges Jacob (master in 1765) and the sculptor Jean-Baptiste Rode (master 
in 1766) as the archives clearly mention. Daring, they illustrate the extravagant 
character and modern taste of the commanditaire, who had a close relationship 
with his stepsister, the queen Marie Antoinette emulating each other in their 
pursuit of pleasure and luxury. Bagatelle also called “la folie d’Artois” was then 
built in a few weeks as a mere challenge.

Presumably considered as cutting edge in 1778, these fancy seats are still 
belonging to the Louis XVI aesthetics with a turquerie and delicate turn and 
announce the martial style of the years to come.

Moitte Jean-Baptiste-Philibet (1757-
1808), The comte d’Artois,
Amiens, musée de picardie.
© RMN-Grand-Palais / Agence Bulloz 

LOT n° 36: A LOUIS XVI ROYAL MOBILIER A CHASSIS COMPRISING A PAIR 
OF ARMCHAIRS AND A PAIR OF CHAIRS
By Georges Jacob et Jean-Baptiste Rode, Delivered to the Comte 
d’Artois circa 1778-1779. Gilt, patinated wood.
Sold for €1 174 500 / $1 350 675 including premiums 
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ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house, Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position in 2019 on the international art market scene. With three sale venues 
(Paris, Monte-Carlo and Hong Kong), Artcurial achieved an overall sales total of
203,1 M€ in 2019. Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields: From Beaux-Arts to 
Decorative Arts, Collectors’ Cars, jewellery and watches, Fine wine and spirits.
With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices in 
Milan, Vienna and Brussels, Monte-Carlo and Munich and representatives in Beijing and 
Tel Aviv, as well as twice-yearly exhibitions in New York. In October 2015, Artcurial held 
its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.
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