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PRESS RELEASE - OLD MASTER AND 19TH CENTURY ART
SALES RESULTS  FOR 16 JUNE 2020 IN PARIS

Matthieu Fournier selling Le roi boit! by Pieter BRUEGHEL the Younger (lot n° 
224) for 629 000 € / 710 770 $ including premium during the Old Master & 19th 

Century art sale on 16 June 2020

On Tuesday 16 June, Artcurial held its 
major sales dedicated to Old Master and 19th 
Century art. These auctions realised 6.3 M€ 
/ 7.1 M$, well above estimates. The collection 
of Baron F. Empain, Eloge de la folie, enjoyed 
a «white gloves» result with Le roi boit! by 
Pieter Brueghel the Younger, selling for 629 
000 € / 710 770 $. Amongst drawings, a 
rare piece by Polidoro da Caravaggio made 
604 200 € /682 746 $, three times its 
estimate.



OLD MASTER AND 19TH CENTURY ART – SALE RESULTS FOR 16 JUNE 2020

PARIS - On Tuesday 16 June, the Old Master & 19th Century art department at 
Artcurial held two major sales dedicated to Drawings, Paintings and Sculptures. 
With Matthieu Fournier on the rostrum, these auctions realised a grand total of 6 324 
590 € / 7 146 787 $ including premium. This was well above estimate and included 
10 lots that sold for over 100 000 €. There were some keen bidding battles amongst 
enthusiasts and collectors, participating in the room, on the telephone, via the 
internet and through commission bids.

Old Master Drawings
The evening started at 17h with a sale devoted to Old Master drawings. A highlight 
from a group of important Italian drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries was 
: Joseph jeté dans le puits par ses frères by Polidoro da Caravaggio (lot 6). This 
important Italian Renaissance artist was a pupil of Raphaël and worked with 
him notably on the decoration of rooms in the Vatican. He was also an architect, 
and placed great importance in the technique of drawing throughout his career. 
Following an intense telephone bidding battle, this rare and highly sought-after 
drawing changed hands for three times its estimate, selling for 604 200 € / 682 746 $ 
including premium. 

Other notable results included strong prices for the Portrait de femme à la robe noire 
by Ottavio Leoni (lot 5) which sold for five times its estimate at 75 400 € / 85 202 $ 
including premium, and five drawings from the liturgical embroidery workshop of 
the royal monastery at El Escorial (lots 9 to 13) that fetched 213 200 € / 240 916 $ 
including premium.

The collection of 18th century drawings belonging to an enthusiast from Brussels 
attracted great interest. The studies of women seated and other characters by 
Jean-Antoine Watteau (lot 65) sold for 57 200 € / 64 636 $ including premium while a 
watercolour by Victor-Jean Nicolle (lot 80B), Vue de la colonnade de Saint-Pierre, Rome 
fetched five times its estimate, selling for 52 000 € / 58 760 $ including premium.

« Thanks to wonderful teamwork in this magical setting at the Hôtel 
Dassault, the results achieved by Artcurial this evening compare 
favourably with those achieved on the other side of the Atlantic. A 
full and enthusiastic saleroom coming together after the difficult 
conditions of the last few months is a tribute to the joy and passion of 
collectors. Join us in November for new successes! »
Matthieu Fournier,
Auctioneer and Associate Director, Artcurial

Lot n°6: Polidoro da CARAVAGGIO
Joseph jeté dans le puits par ses frères
Pen and brown ink
Sold 604 200 € / 682 746 $ on 16 June 2020
(est: 200 000 - 300 000 €)



Old Master Paintings
The evening of sales continued with a second chapter devoted to paintings and 
sculpture. Italian painting attracted some determined bidding, such as a baroque 
masterpiece by Bernardo Strozzi, David tenant la tête de Goliath (lot 206), which was 
acquired by a European collector for 505 000 € / 570 650 $ including premium. 
The oil on panel Léda et le cygne (lot 204) caused excitement when the hammer 
came down at 67 600 € / 76 388 $ including premium, 13 times its estimate. This 
composition, having caught the attention of collectors, was finally acquired by an 
enthusiast present in the room. It depicts the famous painting by Michel-Ange that 
is lost today, and may have been painted directly from the original by Michel-Ange, 
in Italy, in 1530-1532.

Nordic Old Masters were also well represented with the magnificent oil on copper 
Village street with figures and a voyager at rest by Jan Brueghel the Elder (lot 230) 
that sold well for  579 400 € / 654 722 $ including premium, three times its estimate, 
while La Madeleine, attributed to Pieter Pourbus (lot 229), changed hands for 
517 400 € / 584 662 $ including premium, some 5 times its estimate. Salomon van 
Ruysdael, one of the principal pioneers of Dutch naturalistic landscape painting at 
the start of the 17th century was also in demand. His oil on canvas Battle scene on 
a bridge sold for twice its estimate at 162 600 € / 183 738 $ including premium (lot 
231). La dispute pour le pantalon caused a battle of its own in the saleroom, finally 
selling for 156 000 € / 176 280 $ including premium, 4 times its estimate (lot 232).

Another notable result was for the Portrait de la reine d’Espagne Marie-Louise de 
Bourbon-Parme et de son fils by Joseph-Marie Bouton (lot 272), which made over 6 
times its estimate, selling for 257 000 € / 290 410 $ premium included.

The collection of baron F. Empain
At the centre of this sale was the collection of baron François Empain, grand uncle 
of Edouard-Jean Empain, known as «Wado». This important collection, given the 
title Eloge de la folie, illustrates the complexity of a theme that was popular amongst 
Old Masters. Obsessives, mad people, frenetic dancers, drinkers and animals 
behaving strangely all feature in this group of works.

A highlight was Le roi boit! by the painter Pieter II Brueghel, the son of Pieter the 
Elder (lot 224), which achieved the top price of the collection, selling for 
629 000 € / 710 770 $ including premium. Erato, muse de la Danse amoureuse 
accompanied by Danseuse avec le doigt sur le menton in white marble, from the 
studio of Antonio Canova (lot 228) doubled its estimate at 238 400 € / 269 392 $ 
including premium.

19th century sculptures
There were also plenty of bidding battles for 19th century sculptures. Highlights 
included La Liberté by the French artist Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi, that sold for 
87 100 € /98 423 $ including premium (lot 324). This was one of the rare studies for 
the celebrated Statue of Liberty that dominates New York harbour.

A rare original terracotta piece by Aimé-Jules Dalou, Paysanne française allaitant son 
enfant  (French peasant woman breast-feeding her child) (lot 326) changed hands 
for 188 500 € / 213 005 $ including premium. This sculpture is a touching testimony 
to the talent of Dalou, the artist who inspired the British school at the end of the 19th 
century.
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OLD MASTER AND 19TH CENTURY ART – SALE RESULTS FOR 16 JUNE 2020

Old Master and 19th Century Art
Sales total   6 324 590 € / 7 146 787 $
70 % of lots sold     1€ = 1,13 $     sales estimate : 4 007 700 € 

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE 
(estimates in euros) BUYER

224 Pieter BRUEGHEL the Younger, Le roi boit!
Oil on oak panel, three panels

629 000 € / 710 770 $
(est : 400 000 - 600 000)

European         
collector

6 Polidoro da CARAVAGGIO, Joseph jeté dans le puits par 
ses frères - Pen and brown ink

604 200 € / 682 746 $
(est : 200 000 - 300 000)

International 
collector

230 Jan BRUEGHEL the Elder, Rue d’un village animée de 
figures avec un voyageur au repos - Oil on copper

579 400 € / 654 722 $
(est : 200 000 - 300 000)

European         
client

229 Attributed to Pieter POURBUS, La Madeleine, dit aussi la 
reine Artémise - Oil on oak panel

517 400 € / 584 662 $
(est : 100 000 - 150 000) European client

206 Bernardo STROZZI
David tenant la tête de Goliath - Oil on canvas

505 000 € / 570 650 $
(est : 400 000 - 600 000)

European         
collector

272
Joseph-Marie BOUTON, Portrait de la reine d’Espagne 
Marie-Louise de Bourbon-Parme et de son fils - 
Miniature on ivory

257 000 € / 290 410 $
(est : 40 000 - 60 000)

European         
collector

228 Italian school of first half of 19th century, Atelier of 
Antonio Canova, Danseuses - White marble

238 400 € / 269 392 $
(est : 100 000 - 200 000)

European         
client

326 Aimé-Jules DALOU
Paysanne française allaitant son enfant - Terracotta

188 500 € / 213 005 $
(est : 100 000 - 150 000)

European         
client

231 Salomon van RUYSDAEL
Scène de bataille sur un pont - Oil on canvas

162 600 € / 183 738 $
(est : 80 000 - 120 000)

European         
collector

232 The Netherlands, circa 1600, «De strijd om de broek», 
La dispute pour le pantalon - Oil on oak panel

156 000 € / 176 280 $
(est : 40 000 - 60 000)

European         
collector
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ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house, Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position in 2019 on the international art market scene. With three sale venues 
(Paris, Monte-Carlo and Hong Kong), Artcurial achieved an overall sales total of
203,1 M€ in 2019. Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields: From Beaux-Arts to 
Decorative Arts, Collectors’ Cars, jewellery and watches, Fine wine and spirits.
With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices in 
Milan, Vienna and Brussels, Monte-Carlo and Munich and representatives in Beijing and 
Tel Aviv, as well as twice-yearly exhibitions in New York. In October 2015, Artcurial held 
its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL


