
PRESS RELASE - THE MICHOU COLLECTION

On 10 July, Artcurial will highlight the Michou 
Collection, celebrated owner of the cabaret Chez 
Michou. A well-known figure in the nightlife 
of Paris and across the capital, he turned this 
magical venue into a genuine institution. His 
apartment, tucked away in Montmartre a few steps 
from the cabaret, reflected his unique personality. 
It housed a remarkable collection of nearly 300 
pieces, from neo-classical sculpture and furniture 
to objets d’art and modern paintings. In a final 
tribute, the world of Michou will come to life once 
more in the Hôtel Marcel Dassault between 6 and 
9 July before being auctioned.

AUCTION - ON 10 JULY 2020, IN PARIS
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PRESS RELEASE - THE MICHOU COLLECTION 

PARIS – Known for his celebrated shows featuring transformist artists, a mix of 
illusion and spectacle, Michou quickly became a key figure in the nightlife of Paris and 
was instantly recognisable in his resplendent suits, glasses and panama hats, all in 
blue. 
His family are now presenting the works of art that belonged to Michel Catty, known 
as Michou. They reveal a side of his personality that was less well known – that of a 
being a collector; first and foremost through his love of art but also through the many 
connections he had with artists over the years.
Artcurial will present the unique sale of the Michou Collection on 10 July.
A colourful character, Michou made the colour blue his own. It became a recurring 
theme not only throughout his personal belongings, but also in the modern works of 
art that decorated every corner of his home, on the hill in Montmartre, close to Sacré 
Coeur.
This collection of nearly 300 items (modern paintings, objets d’art, sets of porcelain 
and glassware, furniture, clothes…) set in a highly individual decor, offers a new 
perspective on the man, focusing on his eclectic taste in art and design. 

« The Michou Collection that Artcurial will offer in July, reveals a 
little-known side to this personality who was a famous part of the 
Paris nightlife. The artwork he acquired from his friends who were 
painters celebrate the village of Montmartre that he loved as well as 
Parisian life more generally. »

Stéphane Aubert,
Auctioneer, Associate Director, Artcurial

Bernard LORJOU
Les fêtes de la mer
Oil on canvas - 206 x 350 cm
Collection Michel Catty known as « Michou » 
Estimate : 15 000 – 20 000 €
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Chez Michou, the cabaret in Montmartre that « gives colour 
to a night out  »
Born on 18 June 1931 in Amiens, Michel Catty, known as « Mimi », « Chouchou » and 
finally « Michou » became the blue prince of Monmartre, the celebrated owner of the 
transformist cabaret to be found at 80, rue des Martyrs in Paris. 

Michou was just 17 when he arrived in Paris in 1949. On 13 July 1956, he took over the 
bar Chez Madame Untel and opened Cabaret Michou. In 1961, he had the idea of launching 
an extravagant transvestite show with friends Lucien and Eugène. Michou played 
Miss Glassex, and his two accomplices became the characters of Le Grande Eugène 
and Phosphatine. The original trio soon expanded to include a dozen performers, the 
Michettes, who lip-synced the songs of Dalida, Sylvie Vartan, Edith Piaf, France Gall, 
Brigitte Bardot and many others.
Michou declared that « it is through the magic of make-up and costume that the 
transformation takes place. Transformism is artifice, a dream, and it’s spectacular ». The 
originality of the spectacle had great appeal. A glowing article (« Quand Paris se travestit 
») published in Jours de France by journalist and radio broadcaster Edgar Schneider put 
Chez Michou firmly on the map. It became a veritable institution, the nightlife destination, 
packed with stars of the big screen, fashion and the arts as well as many political figures, 
and tourists from every corner of the globe.
Over the decades, the legendary venue that « gives colour to a night out » held magical 
parties attracting the biggest names of the day from Josephine Baker to Lauren Bacall, 
Alain Delon, Jean-Paul Belmondo, Liza Minnelli, Jacques Chirac, Jacques Brel, Georges 
Brassens, Romy Schneider, Dalida and many others. These moments have been 
immortalised, captured in photos that appear in every corner of the club today. 
Michou’s personality, inseparable from his cabaret, inspired filmmakers and playwrights 
over the years, notably Jean Poiret who wrote « La Cage aux Folles » in 1978. In 1973 
Claude Lelouch directed Lino Ventura and Michou in the film « La Bonne Année ».

Interior of the cabaret Chez Michou, 
80 rue des Martyrs in Paris
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The Michou Collection at auction
On 10 July, Artcurial will offer this unique collection of modern works of art, objects 
and furniture, assembled by Michou.

A remarkable selection of modern works of art, united by 
colour
Known to artists and in particular the ‘Montmartrois’, whose influence is present 
throughout this collection, Michou had, over many years and many encounters, 
collected a large number of modern artworks which he displayed with flair in a unique 
setting, at the top of Montmartre village opposite Sacré Cœur. A large selection of 
modern paintings is included in the sale, amongst them pieces by Gen Paul, Bernard 
Lorjou, Henry Bertin and Jean Marais.

There are around fifty works by the expressionist painter from Montmartre, Gen 
Paul, featuring the artist’s favourite themes of jazz scenes, musicians and clowns in 
movement, including Les Trompettistes, oil on canvas, estimate 15 000 – 20 000 €.

A set of 7 paintings by Bernard Lorjou, with strong and vibrant imagery, also appears in 
the collection. An activist artist, he considered himself to be “a witness of his time”. He 
shared some of his campaigns with Michou, particularly research into the fight against 
AIDS.  

One of these paintings, in a dreamlike, figurative style emitting a burst of colour and 
light, is a large oil on canvas, Les fêtes de la mer, estimate 15 000 – 20 000 €. 

The family has generously donated a piece by Gen Paul to Musée du Vieux Montmartre 
in memory of Michou, which will not be included in the auction.

GEN PAUL
Les trompettistes
Oil on canvas - 150 x 105 cm
Collection Michel Catty known as « Michou » 
Estimate : 15 000 – 20 000 €

GEN PAUL
Bouquet de fleurs - Circa 1926

Oil on canvas - 75 x 60 cm
Collection Michel Catty known as 

« Michou » 
Estimate : 18 000 – 25 000 €

Bernard LORJOU
Les amoureux
Oil on canvas - 160 x 126 cm 
Collection Michel Catty known as 
« Michou » 
Estimate : 6 000 – 8 000 €
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Interior of Michou’s apartment in 
Montmartre 

Furniture and objets d’art, with blue as the common theme  
A mix of modern art, neoclassical sculpture, furniture and objets d’art were brought 
together with style by Michou in a unique décor, set at the top of Montmartre village 
opposite Sacré Cœur.

There is a variety of furniture from the Maison Roméo including an azure-coloured Louis 
XIV-style chest of drawers, estimate 2 000 – 3 000 €, and a gilded wooden console table 
with white marble top, estimate 800 – 1 000 €, a pair of patinated bronze and gilt bronze 
Louis XV-style candelabra, estimate 800 – 1 000 €, and also sculptures such as a bronze 
Hermès d’après Jean de Bologne, estimate 2 000 – 3 000 €. 

Also offered in the sale will be sets of glass and crystalware, Cristofle and sets of 
porcelain tableware including a set of 8 porcelain plates circa 1989-1990, decorated by 
Jean Gray, estimate 800 – 1 000 €. There are also various objects by Daum, Lalique and 
Baccarat and others, and a selection of blue-tinted glass items signed and dedicated by 
the glass maker Jean-Claude Novaro. 

Jean-Claude NOVARO
Grand vase de forme libre – 1993
In blue tinted blown glass with gold decora-
tion - H. :  30 cm D. :  57 cm
Signed, dated et dedicated « A Michou » 
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Michou, « the blue prince of Montmartre »
Michou’s character evolved and refined throughout the 1960s and 1970s, until he had 
developed his own unique style. The blue prince of Montmartre was born and from that 
point, he was never without his blue outfits, glasses and panama hats. 

His legendary blue wardrobe contains around thirty individual and iconic pieces, 
including items of clothing and accessories. 

The sale offers collectors a chance to acquire the Louis Vuitton suitcase Michou used 
on tour, estimate 2 000 – 3 000 €, and other accessories including a pair of Westons, 
estimate 150 - 200 €, and a genuine blue panama, estimate 100 - 150 €. 

Interior of Michou’s dressing room



UPCOMING AT RTCURIAL 
8 & 9 July 2020 : auction  Impressionist & Modern I & II
                  Post-War & Contempora I & II

9 July 2020 : auction Urban & Pop Contemporary                                                              

ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Founded in 2002, multidisciplinary Paris based auction house, Artcurial confirmed its 
leading position in 2015 on the international art market scene. With three sale venues 
(Paris, Monte-Carlo and Hong Kong), Artcurial achieved an overall sales total of
191,1 M€ in 2017. Artcurial covers all the major specialist fields: From Beaux-Arts to 
Decorative Arts, Collectors’ Cars, jewellery and watches, Fine wine and spirits.
With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices 
in Milan, Vienna and Brussels, Monte-Carlo and Munich and representatives in Beijing 
and Tel Aviv, as well as twice-yearly exhibitions in New York. In October 2015, Artcurial 
held its first sale in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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