
PRESS RELEASE - FURNITURE & WORKS OF ART 

Artcurial will close the season with its 
Furniture & Works of Art sale taking 
place on July 22nd and 23rd. A rare 
opportunity to discover the furniture 
suite ordered for the bedchamber 
of the Comte d’Artois at Bagatelle 
estimated € 300.000-500.000.
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PRESS RELEASE - FURNITURE & WORKS OF ART 

PARIS - The Furniture & Works of Art sale will take place on July 22nd at 7 pm and 23rd 
at 2 pm. The sale will include 280 lots of classical silver, furniture and works of art 
dating from the Renaissance up to the 19th century.

Royal provenance
Highlight of the sale are the seats belonging to the comte d’Artois, youngest brother 
of Louis XVI in Bagatelle (estimate €300.000-500.000). Well documented in the 18th 
century archives they were lost until the end of the 20th century.

They were ordered to furnish the famous bed chamber designed as a military tent 
and are a rare example of the great creative achievements and refinements of the 
neoclassicism movement in the end of the 1770’s. Decorated with lictors’ fasces 
entwined with laurel branches, they were executed by Georges Jacob (master in 
1765) and the sculptor Jean-Baptiste Rode (master in 1766) as the archives clearly 
mention. Daring, they illustrate the extravagant character and modern taste of the 
commanditaire, who had a close relationship with his stepsister, the queen Marie 
Antoinette emulating each other in their pursuit of pleasure and luxury. Bagatelle also 
called “la folie d’Artois” was then built in a few weeks as a mere challenge.

Presumably considered as cutting edge in 1778, these fancy seats are still belonging 
to the Louis XVI aesthetics with a turquerie and delicate turn and announce the martial 
style of the years to come.

 

A LOUIS XVI ROYAL MOBILIER A CHASSIS COMPRISING A PAIR OF 
ARMCHAIRS AND A PAIR OF CHAIRS (détail)
By Georges Jacob et Jean-Baptiste Rode
Delivered to the Comte d’Artois circa 1778-1779
Gilt, patinated wood 
Estimate : €300.000 – 500.000

Dugourc Jean-Demosthène
Façade du Château de Bagatelle vue depuis le jardin, 1779

© The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Dist. RMN-Grand Palais
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A SET OF SIX LOUIS XV FAUTEUILS  
A LA REINE (détail)
Stamped by Jean-Baptiste I Tilliard   
Giltwood
Estimate : €80.000 – 120.000

The Goncourt brother’s armchairs and the ostentatious 
Second Empire 
The writers Edmond (1822-1896) and Jules Goncourt (1830-1870) famous for their art 
and literary chronicle actively participated in the 18th century revival in the second half 
of the 19th century. A suite of Louis XV giltwood armchairs by Jean Baptiste I or II Tilliard 
that used to belong to them are offered with an estimate of €80.000-120.000.

In the wake of this trend famous cabinet makers of that time will reproduce or lavishly 
interpret the 18th decorative arts as an example several works in Boulle marquetry 
such as a pair of pedestals by Jean-Louis-Benjamin Gros (estimate €20.000-30.000), a 
barometer (estimate 8.000-12.000 €) or a Clock (estimate €10.000-15.000) after André 
Charles Boulle by Henry Dasson or an opulent gilt bronze mounted tulipwood and ebony 
cartel (estimate €15.000-20.000).

Moreover several collections will come up for sale such as a group of gold boxes notably 
by Joseph Etienne Blerzy (master in 1768) or clocks dating from the 16th to the early 19th 
century.

A NAPOLEON III CARTEL
Gilt-bronze mounted, ebony, 
rosewood and mahogany
Estimate : €15.000 – 20.000

A PAIR OF LOUIS XIV STYLE PEDESTALS
By Jean-Louis-Benjamin Gros, after the 

model by André-Charles Boulle 
Gilt-bronze mounted, ebonised, tortoise-

shell and brass-inlaid
Estimate : €20.000 - 30.000 



COMING SOON AT ARTCURIAL 
19 July 2020 : auction Hermès Summer Collection / Important watches 
20 July 2020 : auction Important Jewellery
21 July 2020 : auction Le Temps est Féminin / Artcurial Motorcars 

ABOUT ARTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2019. With 3 sale venues 
located in Paris, Monaco and Marrakech, the House totalled 203,1 million euros 
revenue in 2019.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv. In October 2015, Artcurial organised its 
first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Exhibition Monday 20, Tuesday 21 and Wenesday 22 July 2020
Auctions Wenesday 22 juillet at 7pm 
    Thursday 23 July at 2pm 

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogue available online at www.artcurial.com
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