
PRESS RELEASE - COMIC STRIPS

On 28 March 2020, the Comic Strips 
department of Artcurial will showcase the 
biggest names in the 9th art from the classic and 
modern eras: André Franquin, Hergé, Uderzo, 
Moebius, Enki Bilal, Frank Pé and Gotlib. La 
Pirogue, a drawing in India ink by Franquin, 
illustrates the adventures of Spirou and 
Fantasio on their quest to find the Marsupilami. 
It is estimated at between €350,000 and 
€450,000. The session will also feature a 
gouache and India ink L’Orphelin des astres from 
the Valérian series, by Jean-Claude Mézières.
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PRESS RELEASE - COMIC STRIPS

PARIS - On 28 March 2020, the Comic Strips department of Artcurial will auction 
more than 200 lots showcasing the 9th art. Classic Franco-Belgian comic strips will be 
especially well represented, with rare works by André Franquin, Hergé, Morris, Gotlib, 
Albert Uderzo and Jijé going under the hammer. A rare selection of classic boards 
by Macherot, Hubinon and Vance will also be on offer, and collectors will have the 
opportunity to discover several drawings by Jean-Jacques Sempé.

Modern comic strips will have their share of the limelight, too, with drawings by the 
greatest and most desirable contemporary authors: Enki Bilal, Jean-Claude Mézières, 
Moebius and Nicolas de Crécy, taking centre-stage.

The world of André Franquin
Belgian author André Franquin will feature in the 28 March sale. A selection of his best 
boards, including La Pirogue, an India ink drawing created for the cover of the Spirou 
no.49 compilation, published 1 April 1954. In this drawing, we see the Marsupilami, 
that enigmatic and mischievous animal imagined by Franquin, hanging from some 
vines to spy on Spirou and Fantasio as they set off to find him in a canoe. It is estimated 
at between €350,000 and 450,000.

A poetic panel by Franquin and Gotlib and drawn by Franquin, taken from Volume 1 
of Idées Noires, a comic book featuring black humour and social satire, published in 
1981, will also be offered for sale. This drawing is estimated at between €70,000 and 
€90,000.

The drawing Coups de feu au saloon ! by Franquin, showing a law-enforcing Spirou 
shooting a fake popgun, will complete this set. It is estimated at between €5,000 and 
€7,000.

André FRANQUIN 
Idées noires - Tome 1
India ink and white gouache were used 
for page 17 of this comic book pub-
lished in 1981 
36.50 x 25 cm
Estimate: €70,000 - 90,000

André FRANQUIN
Recueil Spirou no.49, La Pirogue
India ink, blue pencil and lead 
pencil on paper were used for the 
cover of the Spirou no. 49 compi-
lation published on 1 April 1954 
37.50 x 28.50 cm
Estimate: €350,000 - 450,000

André FRANQUIN
Coups de feu au saloon!
India ink, pencil, blue pencil and white 
gouache were used for the banner advertis-
ing the Spirou no. 949 supplement, pub-
lished 21 June 1956 - 13 x 28 cm
Estimate: €5,000 - 7,000



, 

, 

PRESS RELEASE - COMIC STRIPS

HERGÉ (Pen name of Georges Remi) 
Le Sceptre d’Ottokar
India ink, blue pencil, white 
gouache and lead pencil
22 x 22 cm
Estimate: €250,000 - 350,000

An illustration from the Sceptre d’Ottokar by Hergé
It goes without saying that collectors can also expect to see the iconic Tintin at the sale 
on 28 March. It will feature a drawing from the Sceptre d’Ottokar, the eighth comic book 
in the adventures of Tintin, created for the cover of the magazine supplement Le Petit 
Vingtième which was published 1 December 1938. The drawing shows Tintin on his arrival 
in Prague, accompanied by his loyal assistant Milou, stumbling out of the aeroplane and 
just managing to catch himself on the beard of the mysterious Docteur Halambique, 
marking the start of the young detective’s exciting adventures in the Kingdom of the 
Black Pelican. This drawing is estimated at between €250,000 and €350,000.

Contemporary and classic comic strips
The section dedicated to modern comic strips will highlight the work of Jean-Claude 
Mézières, with L’Orphelin des astres, a gouache and India ink created for the cover of 
Volume 17 of the cosmic comic universe of Valerian (estimate: €40,000 - 45,000), and 
Enki Bilal, with his acrylic and pastel Ulysse in Love, published in June 2012. This blue-
shaded illustration shows the path of obstacles encountered by Ulysse on his return 
to Ithaca (estimate: €20,000 - 25,000). Fans of contemporary comic strips will enjoy 
discovering the acrylic on cardboard Le Masque vert (1998), by Moebius (estimate: 
€5,000 - 7,000) and the oil on wood Vue de la fenêtre de l’hôtel (2013). by Nicolas de Crécy 
(estimate: €4,000 - 6,000).

Amongst the classic works going under the hammer will be a gouache by Albert Uderzo 
depicting the adventures of Astérix et Obélix, created for the cover of the colouring book 
Punch, published in 1906, which is estimated at between €20,000 and €25,000. Also 
noteworthy are several works by the French illustrator Jean-Jacques Sempé, including 
the cartoon Y-a-t’il un médecin dans la salle? on the perils of being an actor, published 
in 1964 (estimate: €10,000 - 15,000). The India ink on paper Gai-Luron rien qu’à copier 
by Gotlib is estimated at between €8,000 and €12,000. Morris will also feature amongst 
the Belgian artists, with a large colour illustration of the legendary Lucky Luke et Jolly 
Jumper (estimate: €5,000 - 7,000).

The sale will include a wonderful selection of rare panels by classic authors: one named 
Chlorophylle et les conspirateurs by Raymond Macherot, pre-published in the Tintin 
magazine supplement in 1955 (estimate: €12,000 - 15,000), an India ink panel entitled 
Secret Défense, by Vance (estimate: €3,000 - 5,000) and the illustration Les Maîtres 
rêveurs by Paul Gillon (estimate: €3,000 - 5,000). Lovely boards by Hubinon, Tillieux and 
Weinberg will complete this rare ensemble.

MORRIS (Pen name of Maurice de Bévère)
Lucky Luke et Jolly Jumper
Coloured pencils and charcoal on paper
for a large illustration - 37 x 55 cm
Estimate: €5,000 - 7,000

© Hergé / Moulinsart 2020

Jean-Claude MÉZIÈRES
Valérian - Tome 17

L’Orphelin des astres
Gouache and India ink – 36.70 

x 28.30 cm
Estimate €40,000 - 45,000



COMING SOON AT ARTCURIAL 
7, 8 & 9 April 2020 : Ritz Paris, Arts of the table and Arts of living auction

19 May 2020: Design & Italian Design auction                                                               
                                                          

ABOUT ARTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2019. With 3 sales venues 
located in Paris, Monaco and Marrakesh, the House generated 203.1 million euros of 
revenue in 2019.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
Résolument tournée vers l’international, Artcurial affirme son réseau à l’étranger avec 
des bureaux de représentation à Bruxelles, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich et Vienne. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Exhibition on Wednesday 25, Thursday 26 and Friday 27 March 2020
Auction on Saturday 28, March 2020, at 2:30pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com
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