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Etienne Dinet’s masterpiece, Le fils d’un 
Saint M’rabeth is set to make its first 
ever appearance on the art market at the 
Artcurial sale being held at the Mamounia 
hotel in Marrakesh, on 30 December 
2019. This work, which has an estimate of 
between €800,000 and €1,200,000, has 
been in a French collection for 40 years. 
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MARRAKESH - A masterpiece by Etienne Dinet is set to make its first ever appearance 
on the art market at the Artcurial sale being held at the Mamounia hotel in Marrakesh, 
on 30 December 2019.

Le fils d’un Saint M’rabeth, a large oil on canvas by Etienne Dinet dating from 1900, is 
one of the artist’s masterpieces. It has been published many times in reference works, 
yet has hidden from view for some 40 years.
It will be offered for sale by Artcurial at a prestigious auction to be held in Marrakesh 
on 30 December 2019, the inaugural session organised by the new office of Artcurial 
Morocco. Artcurial is the first international auction house to establish itself on the 
African continent. 

“ Dinet’s religious works are extremely rare and Artcurial is 
privileged to be presenting this remarkable example at our sale 
at the Mamounia on 30 December.
Le fils d’un saint M’rabeth is a masterful painting in which 
Dinet finds a sculptor-ly form of expression in the tradition of his 
friend Rodin.
The expressiveness and the realism in all the faces up close to 
each other perfectly encapsulate the technique and originality 
that characterise his œuvre. ”

Olivier Berman,
Manager, Artcurial Morocco

Etienne DINET
Le fils d’un Saint M’rabeth - 1900
Oil on canvas
71.50 x 80.30 cm
Estimate: €800,000 - 1,200,000
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A major rediscovery on the art market
This work by Etienne Dinet was exhibited at the Société Nationale des Beaux-Arts in 1901, 
and in 1907 received the Prix du Salon et Boursiers de Voyage. This painting from the 
Wattel Collection has been in a French collection for 40 years. It is estimated at €800,000 - 
1,200,000.

However the path that led the artist to make Bou Saâda in Algeria his final resting place 
was an unlikely one. This judge’s son who was born into the Paris bourgeoisie of the 
Second Empire, might never left the light of Cheverny or d’Auvers-sur-Oise, like his 
impressionist friends. It was on a trip to Algeria made almost by chance in 1884 that Dinet 
discovered a a lifelong vocation. He strove to acquire a deep understanding of Muslim 
society. For Dinet, his conversion to Islam in 1913 was simply the completion of a long 
journey which culminated in a pilgrimage to Mecca, shortly before his death.
Etienne Dinet’s knowledge, his passion for Algeria, his knowledge of Arabic, his conversion 
to Islam and his talent as a painter made him a truly exceptional artist. He was the first 
Muslim figurative painter, since the Koran prohibited the depiction of human beings and 
confined artists to calligraphy.

In this magnificent scene offered for sale by Artcurial, the artist excels in the expression in 
the faces and eyes, and glorifies the spirituality and collective emotion that emanate from 
them with warmth.

In Mirages, scènes de la vie arabe, published in 1906 and illustrated with compositions by  
E. Dinet, Sliman Ben Ibrahim Bamer comments on this scene:
“In this world of suffering, we see this crowd of believers, jostling and hastening to cast their 
souls into a pure, chosen place, into the heart of a holy M’rabeth or that of his son, who has 
inherited Baraka, the blessing power granted by the Almighty for his virtues and his piety. 
An elevated pole around which souls gravitate like stars, the holy man is called M’rabeth, or 
“Attached One” because his heart is attached to the love of the Creator, to whom he bears all 
hearts that the faithful submit to him”.

Resurgence of interest in Orientalism
After a period of intense speculation between 2000 and 2008, Orientalism has re-found 
favour with collectors on the art market. The Orientalist works at the last sale of the Pierre 
Bergé collection in Paris on 30 and 31 October 2018 attracted some of the fiercest bidding. 
On 22 October 2019, the 40 Orientalist paintings from the Nadj Collection achieved a total 
of 39 million euros, confirming that there is a strong market for high quality works.

Étienne Dinet painting in Bou 
Saâda



ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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USEFUL INFORMATION
Majorelle and his contemporaries
Made in Morocco

Exhibition from 27 to 30 December 2019 
at the Mamounia hotel, Marrakesh 

HD visuals available on request
Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com


