
PRESS RELEASE - FONDATION NAPOLEON COLLECTION

On 9 December, Artcurial will present 
a part of the private collections of the Fondation 
Napoleon. More than 270 objects will be auctioned, 
including a collection of rare pocket watches made 
by some of the greatest watchmakers, such as 
William Anthony. A number of boxes will also be 
auctioned, with the rarest dating from the reigns 
of Louis XV and Louis XVI. The final section of 
the auction will be dedicated to decorations, with a 
highlight being the grand collar of the Order of the 
Holy Spirit, given by King Charles X to the Duke of 
Maillé. 

AUCTION - 9 DECEMBER 2019 IN PARIS
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PARIS - The Fondation Napoleon has entrusted Artcurial, the leading French auction 
house, with the sale of a part of its collections not related to the two French Empires. 
More than 270 objects dating from the 18th century, the French Restoration and the 
July Monarchy, mostly of royal provenance, will be sold so that the Foundation can 
refocus its collection on Napoleonic themes.

The man behind the creation of the Fondation Napoleon was Martial Lapeyre: a 
genius entrepreneur, a discreet man with a passion for history and a fascination for 
Napoleon’s adventures, a knowledgeable collector, and a member of the Association 
du “Souvenir Napoléonien”. Created and recognised by the government to be 
of public utility in 1987, the Fondation Napoleon’s objectives are to develop and 
stimulate knowledge of the history of the two French Empires and to participate in the 
preservation of Napoleonic heritage. The Foundation cares for an important collection 
of 1,500 objects relating to history and the arts during the two Empires. They were 
primarily the bequest of Martial Lapeyre, supplemented by acquisitions and donations, 
objects which have, in many cases, been displayed in some of the greatest museums in 
France and abroad.

Martial Lapeyre built his collection of historic souvenirs with distinguished provenance 
over nearly 40 years, with objects bought by chance at public sales, at which he was 
a regular, and sometimes from the heirs of illustrious families, via specialist antique 
dealers. Among other things he collected pocket watches, boxes and decorative display 
objects from the late 18th century, gold cane heads, leather cases, decorations, patch 
boxes and fragrance bottles.

Conserved by the Fondation Napoleon, the reappearance of these objects on the 
market is a great event for collectors and amateurs.

Léo JUVET, FLEURIER 
“Pastoral” pocket watch 
in enamelled gold for 
the Chinese market
Yellow gold, Enamel
Estimate: €20,000 - €30,000

William ANTHONY
Watch with stop second, Late 18th century
Gold, Enamel, Pearls, Diamond 
H: 9.2 cm / D: 6.6 cm 
Estimate: €12,000 - €18,000

BOVET & FLEURIER 
Pocket watch with floral 

decoration, Late 18th century
Gold, Enamel, Pearls
H: 7.8 cm / D: 5.7 cm

Estimate: €8,000 - €12,000



PRESS RELEASE - FONDATION NAPOLEON COLLECTION

Louis CHARONNAT - FRENCH SCHOOL 
Box called “du duc de Penthièvre” 

decorated with a miniature on ivory 
“portrait de la duchesse 

d’Orléans”, 1767 
Gold, yellow, Lapis lazuli, Enamel 
L: 4.1 cm / W: 5.8 cm / D: 7.8 cm

Estimate: €60,000 - €80,000

A collection of rare pocket watches 
In terms of number, pocket watches make up the greatest part of the collection. For 
the most part dating from the late 18th century, they are often enamelled and made 
in France, Switzerland or England. Among them are pocket watches made by famous 
watchmakers including this rare and beautiful example made for the Chinese market 
by the English watchmaker William Anthony. Indeed, watches were first and foremost 
curiosities, then prestigious gifts, before becoming utilitarian objects in the mid-19th 
century. The cases of these models created for the Chinese market are embellished with 
coloured stones or enamelled decoration, surrounded by rows of pearls. Enamellers 
developed colour palettes and styles adapted to local tastes. In the collection are several 
pieces by Bovet & Fleurier, who also made many watches for China.

Boxes, precious objects and royal gifts
The collection also includes numerous boxes, with the rarest dating from the reigns of 
Louis XV and Louis XVI. Bearing royal effigies, they were royal gifts, given by the king 
or queen to honour courtiers by giving them precious objects. That is the case for this 
gold box dating from 1774 and decorated with a miniature of the young Queen Marie 
Antoinette (estimate: €30,000 - €50,000) or this box called “du Duc de Penthièvre”, 
decorated with a miniature of the Duchess of Orléans, his daughter, and the future 
mother of King Louis-Philippe (estimate: €60,000 - €80,000).
Another box dating from 1766 has a miniature of Prince Leszczyński, the brother of 
Poland’s King Stanislaus, himself the future grandfather of three kings of France, Louis 
XVI, Louis XVIII and Charles X (estimate: €10,000 - €15,000).
The collection also presents many objects made during the Restoration, with many boxes 
bearing the royal crown or a portrait of Charles X.

Jean Joseph BARRIERE - FRENCH SCHOOL 
Box decorated with a miniature 
“Marie Antoinette”, 1774
Gold, yellow, green, red, Enamel
L: 3.7 cm / W: 8 cm / D: 5.7 cm
Estimate: €30,000 - €50,000

Box with monogram beneath royal 
crown of Charles X
Inside the bottom of the lid 
“Donnée par le roi 1827” 
Gold, yellow, red, matt, 
brilliant, Diamond
L: 8.2 cm / W: 5.6 cm / D: 2.2 cm
Estimate: €20,000 - €25,000
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Jean-Baptiste ISABEY 
Portrait of the 

Princess of Galitzine
S.D.d. J. Isabey, 1827

Watercolour, Paper 
L: 14 cm / W: 10 cm

Estimate: €6,000 - €8,000

Decorations 
The third and biggest section of Martial Lapeyre’s collection, put on sale by the Fondation 
Napoléon, consists of decorations. Among them, the grand collar of the Order of the Holy 
Spirit, given by King Charles X to the Duke of Maillé on 30 May 1825 (estimate: €30,000 – 
€50,000).
The Order of the Holy Spirit is a French chivalric order founded on 31 December 1578 by 
King Henri III. During its two and a half centuries of existence (as of 1830 it was no longer 
awarded by the state) it was the most prestigious chivalric order of the French monarchy.
The Duke of Maillé was Premier Gentilhomme de la Chambre de Monsieur under the Ancien 
Régime. Having fled the revolution and crossed the Empire, he was named Pair de France on 
4 June 1814 and Maréchal de Camp on 8 August 1815, and followed King Louis XVIII to Ghent 
during the Hundred Days. In 1816 he presided over the War Council. In the Upper Chamber, 
he revealed himself to be an uncompromising royalist and refused to swear himself to 
Louis-Philippe in 1830.

Miniatures and curious objects
As well as the many miniatures, including that of the Princess of Galitzine painted by 
Jean-Baptiste Isabey in 1827, there are some amusing pieces in the collection, such as 
the 34cm-long razor with the Duke of Angoulême’s coat of arms (estimate: €300 - €400), a 
rare ceremonial telescope (estimate: €5,000 - €7,000) and this sewing box in the form of a 
harpsichord from the period of Charles X (estimate: €1,500 – €2,000).

OUIZILLE & LEMOINE - RESTORATION PERIOD 
Grand collar of the Order of Saint-Esprit 
belonging to the Duke of Maillé
Hallmarks: ram’s head 16 August 1819 - 
9 May 1838
Enamel, white, red, black, Gold, yellow
L: 160.5 cm / W: (cross) 0.7 cm 
Estimate: €30,000 - €50,000



UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL
3 to 4 December 2019: auction Impressionist & Modern Art
                                                      Post-War & Contemporary Art

9 December 2019: auction Asian Art                                                         

ABOUTARTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Exhibition from 2 to 9 December 2019
Auction Monday 9 December 2019 at 7pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com
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