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On 26 November, Artcurial will present its sale 
devoted to Art Nouveau and Art Déco. 
The spotlight will be on modern designers from 
the 1920s and 1930s, in particular Pierre Chareau. 
The sale will include a mahogany and patinated 
wrought-iron bookcase, a major work by the 
architect and designer. 
An exceptional carpet by Jacques Émile Ruhlmann 
from the former collection of Mrs Ruhlmann will 
be the other highlight of the sale. 
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PARIS - At the sale devoted to Art Nouveau and Art Déco on 26 November, Artcurial will 
present a selection of 150 lots. The Art Déco section will be devoted to modern designs 
from the 1920s and 1930s, including a hammered iron newspaper rack in patinated 
black and mahogany, a major work by the architect Pierre Chareau.
The spotlight will also be on Jacques Émile Ruhlmann with a rare carpet (4 metres 
in diameter) produced at the start of the 1930s, from the former collection of Mrs 
Ruhlmann. This carpet was exhibited at the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris during 
the retrospective devoted to the decorator in 1934.

Modern designers of the 1920s and 1930s
A portion of the Art Déco section will be devoted to Pierre Chareau, a celebrated 
architect renowned for his “wood-metal” period. A dozen of the designer’s pieces will be 
presented, including a major work: a mahogany and patinated wrought-iron bookcase. 
It is the only model in this version known to date. It is a testament not only to the 
excellence of Chareau’s work as a builder, but also reflects the importance of the notion 
of mobility in his work. With its movable shelves, the piece adds structure to a space 
while remaining discreet and light (estimate: €200,000 – 350,000).

The productions of Maison Desny will also be showcased, with a selection of lamps 
reflecting the various experiments carried out by modern designers around lighting 
fixtures at the end of the 1920s. 
The Maison is also known for its production of decorative objects such as vases, 
centrepiece bowls, frames and cigarette boxes. These designs delighted the most 
avant-garde collectors of the era: Robert Mallet-Stevens, Pierre David-Weill, and the 
Maharajah of Indore for his Manik Bagh Palace. The cubic bedside lamps are without 
a doubt among Maison Desny’s most well-known designs. They inspired Man Ray’s 
mysterious portraits of the Maharajah and Maharani of Indore, posed together around 
the small metal structures. Four of these lamps will be presented in the sale, along with 
several decorative objects.  

Jacques Émile Ruhlmann
Exceptional circular rug  
Circa 1932
Wool, geometric motifs in red- 
orange, ochre and cream on a  
burgundy background. Diam. 400 cm 
Provenance: Former personal  
collection of Mrs Jacques Émile 
Ruhlmann.
Estimate: €80,000 – 100,000

Pierre CHAREAU 
Bookcase, variant of model “MT 
407” - Circa 1926
Mahogany, patinated wrought-iron 
structure and sycomore 
100 x 96 x 63 cm  
Estimate: €200,000 – 350,000



PRESS RELEASE - ART NOUVEAU - ART DECO

Jean DUNAND 
Quadrangular box - Circa 1925
Lacquered wooden box with japanese 
fish decor
6 x 27 x 23 cm
Estimate: €15,000 – 20,000

Paul JOUVE 
Tigre de Java mangeant un sanglier - 1914
Patinated bronze sculpture with brown and green 
nuanced, lost-wax casting by Alexis Rudier,  
marble plinth
36 x 99 x 29 cm
Provenance: Jean Goulden family 
Estimate: €40,000 – 50,000

Among the modern designs will also be rare lamps by Jacques Le Chevallier, Jacques Adnet 
and Damon, vases by Jean Luce, a carpet by Ivan Da Silva Bruhns and sculptures by Jean 
Lambert Rucki and Jean Chauvin. 

An exceptional sculpture by Paul Jouve will also be presented in this sale. For twelve years 
starting in the 1920s, four artists - Jean Goulden, Paul Jouve, Jean Dunand, and François-
Louis Schmied - exhibited their individual works and their collaborative works together, as the 
Group of Four. The bronze sculpture, Tigre de Java mangeant un sanglier, a rare sculpture by 
Paul Jouve, is a precious testament to the friendship between Paul Jouve and Jean Goulden, 
as well as their families. This sculpture produced in 1914 was a gift from Paul Jouve to Jean 
Goulden’s granddaughter, whom Jouve gave regular drawing lessons (estimate: €40,000 – 
50,000). This work remains in the family to this day.

The sale will also include works by Jean Dunand, including a rare lacquered box (estimate: 
€15,000 – 20,000), as well as silversmithery by Jean Puiforcat, including a silver tea and coffee 
service from 1925 (estimate: €15,000 – 20,000) and by Jean Després with a notable entirely 
handcrafted cutlery set (estimate: €8,000 – 10,000).

The major designers of the 20th century, from Francis Jourdain to Paul Dupré-Lafon and 
Jacques Quinet, will also be presented in this sale, along with several furniture pieces by Jules 
Leleu, including two major windows in lacquer and eggshell produced in collaboration with 
Jean Dunand in 1929 (estimate: €30,000 – 50,000) and a table, Cactus, by Lalique (estimate: 
€20,000 – 30,000). 

Art Nouveau with Daum and Émile Gallé 
The section devoted to Art Nouveau will open with a selection of glassworks by Daum 
and Émile Gallé, followed by a selection of bronze sculptures by Raoul Larche and Gustav 
Guschner, as well as important pieces by René Lalique and Gabriel Argy-Rousseau. 

Rare mirrors by Line Vautrin, ceramics by Jean Mayodon and André Metthey and sconces by 
Georges Jouve will complete this sale.



UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL                                                             
3 & 4 December 2019: auction Impressionist & Modern Art II
             Post-War & Contemporary I & II  

9 December 2019: auction Asian Art    

ABOUTARTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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USEFUL INFORMATION
Exhibition from 22 to 25 November 2019
Auction Tuesday 26 November 2019 at 7pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogue available online at www.artcurial.com
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