
PRESS RELEASE - ASIAN ART

On 9 December, in its Asian Art sale, 
Artcurial will be proposing a rare, gilt 
bronze, standing figure of an Acuoye 
Guanyin, from the Chinese province of 
Yunnan in the 12th century. This typical 
statue, known as the “Luck of Yunnan”, 
depicts the Bodhisattva Acuoye Guanyin, a 
symbol of compassion in Buddhist beliefs. 
This statue is estimated at €500,000 - 
700,000 / HKD 4,300,000 - 6,100,000.

AUCTION - 9 DECEMBER 2019, IN PARIS



, 

, 

PRESS RELEASE - ASIAN ART

PARIS - On 9 December, Artcurial will present a session dedicated to Asian Art, with 
more than 150 lots. The session will open with a Japanese Art section. This will be 
followed by the Chinese and the South-Eastern Arts, with beautiful pieces from China, 
India and Tibet.

The highlight of the Asian Art sale is a rare, gilt bronze, standing figure of an Acuoye 
Guanyin, estimated at €500,000 - 700,000 / HKD 4,300,000 - 6,100,000.
This exceptional piece from a Belgian private collection is typical of the sculptures 
of the Dali Kingdom. These sculptures are identifiable thanks to the figure’s slender 
body, elongated proportions and characteristic facial features, as well as the earrings 
resting on the shoulders of the figurine and the hair in an Indian-style jatamukuta. This 
work is clearly influenced by Indian art and by 7th to 9th century Indonesian bronzes.

These emblematic sculptures were produced in the 12th century, in the Dali Kingdom, 
an independent state in Southwest China (the current Yunnan Province). Depicting 
the Bodhisattva Acuoye Guanyin, a Buddhist divinity symbolising compassion, these 
statuettes are nicknamed the “Luck of Yunnan”. Here, the sculpture’s raised right 
hand is forming the vitarka mudra. In Buddhist culture, this is a symbol of reasoning, 
thought and the transmission of the Buddha’s teachings. The lowered left hand, 
making the varada mudra, symbolises charity and gift-giving.

This sculpture testifies to the rise to royalty of the Meng family, who reigned over 
the Dali Kingdom from the 8th to the 9th century, and who adopted Acuoye Guanyin as 
their tutelary divinity. Several similar statuettes are on display in the world’s greatest 
museums, such as the MET in New York, London’s Victoria & Albert Museum, and the 
Yunnan Provincial Museum in Kunming, China.

At the core of this sale will also be highlighted by their preciousness an important red, 
dark green and ochre lacquer “Chun” box and cover, from the time of the Qing dynasty,  
adorned with dragons and various auspicious emblems (estimate: €20,000 - 30,000) or 
a rare carved lacquer box, of Chinese art, on which a medallion carved with the “Shou” 
character symbolizes longevity (estimate: €10,000 - 15,000). Lastly, collectors will be 
delighted to discover a rare embellished gilt-bronze ruyi scepter from the Qianlong 
period (1736-1795), estimated at between €10,000 - 15,000.

RARE, GILT BRONZE, STANDING FIGURE OF AN ACUOYE GUANYIN
China, Yunnan province, Dali Kingdom, 12th century
H.: 46.5 cm (18 ½ in.) 
Estimate: €500,000 – 700,000 / HKD 4,300,000 – 6,100,000

CARVED RED, DARK GREEN AND OCHRE LACQUER “CHUN” BOX AND COVER
China, Qing dynasty, Qianlong period (1736-1795)
Estimate: €20,000 - 30,000
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL 
9 December 2019, at 6:30pm : auctions: Fondation Napoléon’s collection     

16 & 17 December 2019, at 7pm and 2pm: auction: Furniture & Works of Art   

ABOUT ARTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Auction Monday 9 December 2019, at 2 pm

Exhibition 6 December, 11 am to 7 pm
7 December, 11 am to 6 pm
8 December, 2 pm to 6 pm
9 December, 10 am to 12 noon, by appointment

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogue available online at www.artcurial.com
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