
PRESS RELEASE - ARTCURIAL OPENS AN OFFICE IN MOROCCO

Leading French auction house Artcurial is 
set to open an office in Morocco, making 
it the first international auction house 
to establish operations on the African 
continent. 
Its next end-of-year sales will be held in 
Marrakesh on 30 December.



PRESS RELEASE - ARTCURIAL OPENS AN OFFICE IN MOROCCO

MARRAKESH - Artcurial will open an office in Marrakesh this month. The auction 
house has been active in Morocco since 2011, having already organised numerous 
presentations and sales in the country, jointly with the Paris office. 

Artcurial will develop its sales of Orientalist Paintings and African Contemporary Art 
from the new location, two major specialisms for the company, directly related to the 
African continent. The auction house also intends to organise sales celebrating the 
great richness of Moroccan decorative arts, in areas as wide-ranging as ceramics, 
glassware, furniture, textiles, jewellery and antique arms.

A Moroccan team of three, led by Soraya Abid will take charge of Artcurial’s day-to-day 
operations and organise its auction schedule, from premises spanning 200m2 in the 
Hivernage district of Marrakesh. 

Amongst the major events that Artcurial has previously organised in Morocco are 
the memorable “Moroccan Spirit” exhibition, which was held at the Villa des Arts de 
Casablanca in 2014, and the legendary Pierre Bergé - Yves Saint Laurent auction that 
was organised to raise funds for the Fondation Jardin Majorelle in 2015.

“ Having had a regular presence for eight years, the time was 
right for Artcurial to put down roots in Morocco by establishing a 
permanent operation to build business there, year-round, under 
the leadership of Olivier Berman Artcurial Morocco’s director.

The growth of a local demanding, sophisticated client base and 
ambitious cultural institutions made a compelling case for this 
move, not to mention the vibrancy of an exciting Moroccan and 
wider African art scene. ”

François Tajan,
Deputy Chairman, Artcurial

“We are delighted to be opening a branch in Morocco, with 
offices and sales in Marrakesh and Casablanca, in order to further 
develop the links that we have had for years with our Moroccan clientele. 

Our first sale in December will feature three themes: Majorelle 
and his contemporaries, for Orientalist works, Made in Morocco, 
dedicated to Moroccan art from the 17th century to the present day and 
African Spirit, which will focus on African contemporary art.

Looking ahead, we will extend our specialisms to other areas with 
several sale sessions per year, to meet the expectations of the 
many collectors, buyers and sellers. ” 

Olivier Berman,
Director Artcurial Morocco
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Artcurial Morocco
The auction house has announced three auction sessions per year, at New Year, in the 
spring and in autumn, two of which will take place in Marrakesh with the other being held 
in Casablanca. Its Paris#Marrakech sales have been in place since 2016, having been held  
annually at the end of December, jointly with Paris. The new Moroccan structure will open 
the door further to local stakeholders, specifically by enabling buyers to pay in dirhams 
and by creating opportunities for sellers to have their paintings and objects featured in 
prestigious sales.

The opening of museums, setting up of foundations and launch of its fair and biennials, as 
well as its art scene and the emergence of prominent collectors, all illustrate Morocco's 
potential. 
The programming of the Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in 
Rabat, which since it opened in 2014 has been exhibiting both works by Moroccan artists 
and retrospectives of international artists, is a perfect example of an increasing public 
awareness of art history. In September, Rabat hosted its first contemporary art Biennial. 

Meanwhile, Marrakesh has been designated African Capital of Culture 2020. Every three 
years, this new honour will be bestowed for one year on an African city showcasing African 
culture and its influence. 

Three sales at Mamounia in December
For several years, amongst buyers and sellers, Artcurial has been demonstrating its ability 
to add significant value to Orientalist works through its expertise and know-how. Artcurial 
has set numerous world records that remain unbeaten, like that held for a Jacques 
Majorelle work, with La Kasbah rouge, which was sold for €1,280,500 including fees on 9 
June 2011.

This know-how has driven the success of African contemporary art too, thanks also to the 
contributions of the Paris and Brussels teams. 2018’s only session set six world records in 
this specialism.
The next Artcurial sale will take place on 30 December at Mamounia in Marrakesh, with 
three themes: 
Majorelle and his contemporaries, the Orientalist section of the sale, a specialism in which 
Artcurial holds numerous world records 
African spirit, dedicated to contemporary African art 
Made in Morocco, a section dedicated to Moroccan Decorative Arts from the 17th century to 
the present day.

Jacques MAJORELLE
Kasbah rouge, 1924

Mixed technique
Sold for €1,280,500 including fees 

 9 June 2011
WORLD RECORD FOR 

A WORK BY THE ARTIST AT AUCTION

Chéri SAMBA
J’aime la couleur, 2004
Acrylic and glitter on canvas
128 x 193 cm
Estimate: €70,000 - 100,000
Sold for €91,000 including fees
30 December 2018



UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL                                                          

22 October: Auction Outsider(s): the History of Beautiful Losers                                                             

13 November: Auction Old Master & 19th Century Art    
                including the Viennese collection of 
             Rudolf & Friederike Pallamar

ABOUTRTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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