
PRESS RELEASE - MODERN & CONTEMPORARY ART

The Impressionist & Modern art and Post-War 
& Contemporary art auctions will be held at 
Artcurial on Tuesday 3rd & Wednesday 4th. 
The Modern Art chapter will include an 
exceptional painting from Paul Gauguin’s 
Tahitian period, Te Bourao II, the last from a 
cycle of 9 privately held paintings, estimated 
€5-7 M. The Contemporary auction will offer 
two sets of works by Jean-Paul Riopelle and 
Georges Mathieu as well as a chapter dedicated 
to contemporary photography.

AUCTIONS - ON 3 AND 4 DECEMBER 2019, IN PARIS



PRESS RELEASE -MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART

PARIS - In the evening of Tuesday 3rd December and on Wednesday 4th December 
afternoon, Artcurial will present works by some of the most revered artists from 
the 20th century during its prestigious Impressionist & Modern Art and Post-War & 
Contemporary art auctions. A chapter dedicated to contemporary photography will close 
this session.

Impressionist & Modern Art: Paul Gauguin, Francis 
Picabia and Hans Arp
The auction dedicated to Impressionist & Modern Art will feature an oil on canvas by 
surrealist painter Francis Picabia representing a Paysage de la Creuse, produced circa 
1912 (estimate: €400,000 - 600,000) and a stunning Paul Gauguin canvas, Te Bourao II, a 
major Tahitian piece from the French post-impressionist painter, exhibited worldwide.

Other modern works include a Mary Cassatt pastel on paper entitled Sara au bonnet avec 
son chien (circa 1901), estimated between €300,000- 500,000, and Tête se reflétant dans 
un miroir, a cut painted cardboard signed by Franco-German artist Hans Arp (estimate: 
€350,000 - 450,000). Finally, a high-relief representing a Projection dans l’espace, 
produced between 1935 and 1936 by the Russian constructivist artist Antoine Pevsner 
will be presented (estimate: €300,000 - 400,000).

Francis PICABIA
Paysage de la Creuse - circa 1912
Oil on canvas
73,50 x 92,50 cm
Estimate : €400 000 - 600 000

Mary CASSATT
Sara au bonnet avec son chien - Circa 1901
Pastel sur papier - 57,50 x 43,40 cm
Estimation : 300 000 – 500 000 €
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Te Bourao II, a Tahitian masterpiece by Paul Gauguin
In October, Artcurial previewed the Impressionist & Modern Art star piece, 
Paul Gauguin’s Tahitian masterpiece: Te Bourao II. Presented at auction for the first time on 
the art market by Artcurial on the evening of December 3rd, it is estimated between €5-7M.

Painted in Tahiti in 1897, the oil on canvas is a legacy piece that encapsulates the tormented 
artist’s Tahitian themes and obsessions. Te Bourao II comes from a major cycle of nine Paul 
Gauguin paintings produced in Tahiti and sent to Paris in 1898 for a solo exhibition dedicated 
at the Gallerie Ambroise Vollard. Among these masterpieces was the emblematic painting 
Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?. Te Bourao is currently the only 
painting from this set to remain in a private collection; the other eight adorn the walls of 
the most prestigious institutions: the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, the Hermitage in Saint 
Petersburg or the Musée d’Orsay in Paris.

Since 1898, Te Bourao II has featured in the main exhibitions on Paul Gauguin’s Tahitian 
period across the world, at the Fogg Art Museum of Cambridge, the Museum of Art of 
Baltimore, the Grand Palais or the Musée d’Orsay in Paris. It was the object of a long-term 
loan to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, where it was displayed until 2017. For 
over 20 years, no Paul Gauguin piece from his Tahitian period has been presented at
auction.

Post War & Contemporary Art: two sets by Jean- Paul 
Riopelle and Georges Mathieu
Artcurial will auction two major contemporary art collections. The first highlighting the work 
of Canadian master of abstraction Jean-Paul Riopelle, with 14 pieces including two oils on 
canvas Sans Titre, the first dated 1950 (estimate: €350,000 - € 450,000), the second created 
in 1956 estimated between €120,000 and €180 000.

The second set will present 20 works by Georges Mathieu, French painter and pioneer 
of action painting and tachism. Contemporary art lovers will be particularly delighted to 
discover several remarkable canvases, one representing the Petite Libération de Paris, 
created in 1987 (estimate: €80000 – 120,000), an oil on canvas named 1429 (estimate: €80 
000 - 120,000) and a final piece Sans Titre, estimated at €40,000 and 60,000.

Paul GAUGUIN
Te Bourao II - 1897
Huile sur toile - 73 X 92 cm
Signée, datée et titrée en bas à 
droite «97 TE BOURAO P.Gauguin»
Estimation : 5-7 M€ / 5,5-7,7 M$
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The Post-War & Contemporary art auction will also feature an oil on paper on 
cardboard with botanical elements, entitled La Gorgerette Froncée created in 1959 by 
the French painter and sculptorJean Dubuffet (estimate: €400,000 - 600,000). First 
theorist of «raw art» and an avid collector, he became impassioned by marginal and 
playful art forms. Also worth mentioning is a very fine pivotal work by the master of 
black-light Pierre Soulages, Painting 15.5.75, estimated at between 300 000 and 
400 000 €.

Also at auction, a Zao Wou-ki oil on marouflage cardboard on canvas Sans Titre from 
1952, estimated between €250,000-350,000. Last semester at Artcurial, the Franco-
Chinese artist from the Nouvelle École de Paris beat his European record for a piece 
sold at auction with 24..61/62, reaching €4,662,600 /$5,175,486 including fees.

Contemporary photography
The Post-War & Contemporary art department will close this session with a chapter 
dedicated to contemporary photography. Several highlights are to be noted, such as  
Combien pour ce chapeau (1987) by the American photographer Louise Lawler from 
New York (estimate: 50 000 - 70 000 €), as well as Lift (2005), a diasec colour print 
by German Thomas Demand (estimate: 50 000 - 70 000 €). Finally, a colour print of 
Spiritual America #3 from 2004 photographed by the American Richard Prince, a rare 
edition of only 2 copies estimated between 80 000 - 100 000 €.

Georges MATHIEU
Composition – 1984
Huile sur toile - 81 x 100 cm
Estimation : 30 000 – 40 000 €

Pierre SOULAGES
Peinture 15.5.75 – 1975

Huile sur toile - 73 x 92 cm
Estimation : 300 000 – 400 000 €

Louise Lawler
Combien pour ce Chapeau – 1987
Trois tirages formant un tryptique
Edition de 5 exemplaires
Estimation : 50 000 – 70 000 €



UPCOMING EVENTS AT RTCURIAL                                                             

9 December 2019: auction Asian Art                                                

7 February 2020 : auction Retromobile 2020
                                  by Artcurial Motorcars

ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Exhibitions from Friday 29 November to Tuesday 3 December 2019
Auctions
Impressionnist & Modern Art I & II, Tuesday 3 & Wednesday 4 December, 8pm &2 pm
Post-War & Contemporary Art I & II, Tuesday 3 and Wednesday 4 December,8:30pm & 4:30 pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available upon request
Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com
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