
PRESS RELEASE - APPOINTMENT OF FRÉDÉRIC HARNISCH,
DIRECTOR OF THE BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS DEPARTMENT AT ARTCURIAL

Artcurial is pleased to announce the 
arrival of the new director of its Books & 
Manuscripts department: Frédéric Harnisch. 
An experienced specialist in the field of 
rare and precious books, independent since 
2012, he succeeds Guillaume Romaneix as 
head of the department. Passionate about 
ancient books, engraving and bookbinding 
and author of a thesis on genetic criticism 
and literary theory, he is now putting his 
expertise at the service of Artcurial.



COMMUNIQUÉ DE PRESSE - FRÉDÉRIC HARNISCH, NEW BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR

PARIS - Artcurial is glad to welcome the new director of its Books & Manuscripts 
department: Frédéric Harnisch.
An experienced specialist in the field of rare and precious books, independent since 
2012, he succeeds Guillaume Romaneix as head of the department.

Frédéric Harnisch
In 1999, then a biology student, Frédéric Harnisch started working for the expert 
Christian Galantaris. In contact with ancient books, his taste for reading is combined 
with an interest in engraving and binding. Four years later, his training continued with 
work on autographs and manuscripts, under the direction of Jacques-Henri Pinault. 
At the same time, he was writing a thesis on genetic criticism and literary theory, as 
part of a Master’s degree at the Sorbonne University. From 2006 to 2011, at Rodolphe 
Chamonal, he had the pleasure of describing high quality works, particularly in the 
fields of gastronomy, travel and luxury.

In 2012, Frédéric Harnisch decided to set up his own business and worked as a 
freelancer for various auction houses in the French regions (Boisseau-Pomez, Gautier 
and Prunier) and in Paris (Castor-Hara, Joron Derem, Tajan and others).
Today, he is happy to use his know-how at the service of Artcurial.

The Books & Manuscripts Department of Artcurial
In the first half of 2019, Artcurial presented a session devoted to fine arts. This was 
marked by two preemptions from the Louvre Museum for two sketchbooks by Eugène 
Delacroix illustrating views of London, at €344,500 / $385,840 and €63,700 / $71,344.

Other remarkable records and sales carried out within the Books & Manuscripts 
department of the auction house are to be highlighted, such as Emilie du Châtelet’s 
manuscripts «Exposition abregée du sisteme du monde selon les principes de Mr Neuton», 
from the Aristophil collections and auctioned for €507,000 on 19 November 2018.

Also, an original watercolour by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry used to illustrate The Little 
Prince (1942), which skyrocketed at €294,200 / $332,446 on June 14, 2017, marking the 
world record for a watercolour by the artist sold at auction.

The department looks forward to seeing you soon, on the occasion of the dispersion of 
the Aristophil collections on 19 November, as well as on 10 December next to close the 
year 2019.

« I like South American literature, especially books that 
belong to the movement of magic realism: Borges, García 
Márquez, Cortázar....
I am attentive to French literary news, but I also read the 
classics from the Middle Ages to the 20th century. »

Frédéric Harnisch,
Director Books & Manuscripts Department Artcurial



UPCOMING EVENTS AT RTCURIAL                                                             
19 November: auction French literature of the 19th & 20th  centuries
             Aristophil Collections
         
10 December: auction Books & Manuscripts

ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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