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On 22 October, Artcurial will unveil Outsider(s): 
a history of Beautiful Losers, to coincide with this 
year’s FIAC. This collection of works from the 
United States will include original works, editions 
and rare objects by artists from the alternative 
cultures and the Do It Yourself movement of the 
90s, whose work featured in the Beautiful Losers 
travelling exhibition launched in 2004. It will 
therefore encompass historic works by KAWS, 
Barry McGee, Phil Frost and Raymond Pettibon.
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PARIS - On 22 October, to coincide with this year’s FIAC, Artcurial will unveil an 
unprecedented collection of Urban Art from the United States: Outsider(s): a history 
of Beautiful Losers. For the auction house, the sale of this American collection, which 
will take place in Paris, is a return visit to the world of the Do It Yourself alternative 
movement that emerged in the 90s, and the 2004 travelling exhibition Beautiful Losers, 
which brought the movement’s previously unknown artists into the public eye.

The sale will therefore include original works produced by KAWS in the early 2000s, 
before he achieved international recognition, as well as pieces by Mark Gonzales, 
Raymond Pettibon, Shepard Fairey, Margaret Kilgallen, Barry McGee and Phil Frost. 
The provenance of this collection of works is exceptional: most of the works were 
originally acquired directly from the artists or founding members of the Beautiful Losers 
exhibition.

It is made up of more than 200 very different lots, including original pieces by the 
movement’s most iconic artists and objects with which to relive this historic exhibition, 
but also unique urban art objects like skateboards and street fashion.

“Four years after the nod to this movement that was the Beautiful 
Winners sale in 2015, we are delighted to present this collection, 
which represents a landmark in the approach of counter-cultures 
in the United States.
A way of placing these artists at the centre of the market and the 
creation of contemporary art. ”

Arnaud Oliveux, Director 
Urban Art department, Artcurial

KAWS
Untitled - 2003
Acrylic on photograph
by Ricky Powell
Estimate: €30,000 - 50,000

KAWS
Warm Regards – 2005
Acrylic on wooden skateboard
Estimate: €50,000 - 70,000
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The Beautiful Losers exhibition at Artcurial  
The sale of the Outsider(s) collection at Artcurial will recall the spirit of the Beautiful Losers 
exhibition that launched in 2004 at the Contemporary Arts Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, one 
of the very first institutions in the United States to dedicate itself to contemporary art. 
This exhibition went on to travel the world, from the United States to Europe, until 2009. 
The aim of this ambitious project was to showcase the artists who had emerged from the 
alternative cultural and artistic movement known as the Do It Yourself movement, which 
still influences the entire urban art scene today.

This movement - based on popular references like cartoons, comic super heroes, punk 
rock, television series and skateboarding - which is a legacy of the Beat Generation spirit 
and the Leonard Cohen novel Beautiful Losers, is currently enjoying renewed interest 
amongst collectors and urban art fans. This exhibition was a real founding instrument for 
the countercultures and a revelation for certain artists on the margins of the marketplace, 
who subsequently saw an explosion in their popularity. 

The Outsider(s) collection will be exhibited and staged at Artcurial with the intention 
of recreating that playground for a crew of young, mostly unknown, marginalised 
artists. Through their work, a product of critical thought about the society we live in, 
they express themselves using a variety of media (videos, photographs, sound, graffiti, 
drawings, installations) and draw references from their lifestyles (punk-rock, hip-hop, 
skateboarding), ultimately creating a kind of “everyday art”.

A historic American collection to be sold in Paris. 
Artcurial will present the American collection Outsider(s) on 22 October 2019. One of 
the star pieces in the sale is Untitled, a 2003 acrylic on photograph by the artist KAWS, 
depicting one of his famous Companions in a car bearing the Louis Vuitton stamp 
(estimate: €30,000 - 50,000), as well as a skateboard titled Warm Regards (2005) (estimate: 
€50,000 – 70,000). This Warm Regards illustration is also included in the sale, in the form of 
a colour print from the Beautiful Losers Portfolio, a boxed set collection of prints published 
to commemorate this exhibition.

Raymond Pettibon, an American artist and icon of the movement, is also represented, 
with Untitled (Blue Ball), a work on paper dated 2003, with an estimated value of between 
€10,000 and 15,000. Tribute is also paid to Phil Frost with a diptych titled Bolsar 7, created 
in 2003 (€30,000 - 40,000) and Subtext, which was produced in 1999 in collaboration with 
Barry McGee (estimate: €30,000 – 40,000).

Ryan McGINLEY
Tree #3 - 2003
C-print mounted on aluminium
Estimate: €20,000 – 25,000

Raymond PETTIBON
Untitled (We want him...) - 2003
Mixed technique
Estimate: €20,000 – 30,000
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Original photographs by Ryan McGinley, an artist from the New York scene, will be offered 
for sale, including Tree #3, six editions of which were produced in 2003 (estimate: €20,000 
- 25,000), as well as an iconic 1999 c-print by Ed Templeton titled Teen Smoker, estimated 
at between €2,500 and 3,500.

Urban art fans are also bound to be delighted with the range of unique objects and 
collectibles that will be on offer: trainers, vinyl figures, printed matter, and other rare 
items, including a pair of hand painted Raymond Pettibon Nike trainers (2003) (estimate : 
€5,000 - 6,000) and a pair of 2007 KAWS x The Simpsons x Vans trainers (estimate: €1,000 
- 1,500).

Phil FROST
Bolsar 7 (detail) - 2003
Mixed technique on canvas (diptych)
152.4 x 91.44 cm (each)
Estimate: €30,000 - 40,000



UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL                                                             
17 &18 September: auction - The Collection of Joseph Altounian,
                                                                         Antique Dealer to Museums, Friend to Artists 

29 September: auction - More at WeWork Coeur Marais

            

ABOUTRTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Exhibition from 17 to 21 October 2019

Auction Tuesday 22 October 2019 at 7pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
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