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During the sale devoted to Design on 19 
November, Artcurial will present a unique 
twenty-light hanging lamp designed by Jean 
Royère in 1969 for Iran House at the Cité 
internationale universitaire.
On the same day, the second edition of the 
sale focusing on Italian Design will feature an 
outstanding Gio Ponti desk in burr wood and 
a pair of hanging lamps made by the BBPR 
studio for their only project in India. 

AUCTION - 19 NOVEMBER 2019 IN PARIS



PRESS RELEASE - DESIGN & ITALIAN DESIGN

PARIS - On 19 November, Artcurial's Design department will hold two 
auctions. The evening will open with the year’s second session devoted 
exclusively to Italian Design, including an exceptional wood desk by Gio Ponti, 
a glass display case by Carlo Scarpa and a pair of hanging lamps designed by 
the Milan architecture studio BBPR for their only project in India. Last May, the 
first sale devoted to this specialty doubled its estimate, totalling €1.2 million. A 
rare mahogany easel by Venetian master Carlo Scarpa fetched €257,000 and a 
unique 1940s Gio Ponti magazine rack sold for €59,800 including fees.

The sale devoted to Design will begin at 8pm on Tuesday 19 November. It will 
offer a unique hanging lamp created by Jean Royère in 1969 for Iran House at 
the Cité internationale universitaire in Paris (estimate:  €120,000-180,000). 
The sale will also feature furniture from the French Masters Charlotte 
Perriand and Jean Prouvé as well as a large table by Ado Chale.

GIO PONTI 
Exceptional desk, 

Wood and brass
Certificate of authenticity from 

the Gio Ponti archives 
78.5 x 171.5 x 80 cm

Estimate: €40,000–60,000 

JEAN ROYERE
Unique twenty-light hanging lamp called 
“Maison de l’Iran” - 1969
Structure in profiled curved steel and shades 
in braided parchment-type paper
110 x 127 cm
Estimate: €120,000-180,000

CHARLOTTE PERRIAND
“En forme” or “Japon” cabinet - 1963
Solid wood structure, melamine doors and ABS 
compartments
Made by André Chetaille for Steph Simon
Estimate: €220,000-300,000
   



Unique hanging lamp designed by Jean Royère for Iran House 
at the Cité universitaire 
In its sale devoted to Design, Artcurial will present a unique hanging lamp by Jean 
Royère on the market for the first time. This immense lamp was made in 1969 for 
Iran House, the last building constructed at the Cité internationale universitaire in 
Paris.

Spearheaded by the Shah of Iran, the project was intended as student 
accommodations for his country’s future elite. In 1960, the project was entrusted to 
André Bloc, a French modern architect partnered with the young Claude Parent. 
The director's apartment was on the top floor. The interior was entrusted to Jean 
Royère, who had already designed the decoration of many spaces in the residence of 
the Shah. 

For this double-height apartment, Jean Royère designed sconces, hanging lamps and 
the wooden balusters on the walkway surrounding the main room on the mezzanine. 
He installed this ceiling lamp in the centre of that voluminous space (estimate: 
€120,000 and 180,000). 

French Masters and Ado Chale 
French Masters will also be represented with important pieces of furniture from the 
1950s:  a cabinet called en forme or Japon dated from1963 by Charlotte Perriand 
(estimate: €220,000-300,000), a set of five Cafeteria mod. no. 300 chairs. called 
“dismountable” by Jean Prouvé (estimate: €100,000-150,000) or a table called Flavigny 
boasting a red granite top and estimated €60,000-100,000. 

The sale will also feature work by Belgian artist Ado Chale, including a one-off piece: 
an important conference table from 1994, estimated €60,000-80,000.
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JEAN ROYERE
Unique twenty-light hanging lamp called 
“Maison de l’Iran” - 1969
Structure in profiled curved steel and shades 
in braided parchment-type paper
110 x 127 cm
Estimate: €120,000-180,000

Apartment of the Director of Iran House, Cité 
internationale universitaire in Paris, circa 
1970



Italian Design: Gio Ponti, Carlo Scarpa and BBPR
On 19 November, Artcurial will hold the second session focusing exclusively on Italian 
Design. It will include about a hundred lots celebrating the creativity of Italian design 
from the 1950s to the present day. 

Artcurial will offer several pieces by Gio Ponti at auction, Including an exceptional 
wood and brass desk (estimate: €40,000-60,000), a table specially designed for the 
dining room on the transatlantic liner Conte Grande (estimate: €20,000-28 000) and an 
extremely rare pair of armchairs model 589 produced by Cassina. 

Two hanging lamps mod. 2045b, will represent the BBPR studio, a group of four Milan 
architects whose work Artcurial continues to promote. The lamps were made for their 
only project in India. This is the first time the widest version of this model - over 170 cm 
in diameter - produced by Arteluce has turned up on the market. (estimate: €30,000-
40,000 each). 

The name Carlo Scarpa is inseparable from the 20th century’s museum landscape. His 
innovations have helped to make museum exhibit design a discipline in its own right. 
Scarpa wanted to bring works closer to viewers and visitors, thereby making them 
accessible and approachable. A rare free-standing glass display case from the late 
1980s that allows visitors to see works in all their facets will be one of this session’s 
highlights (estimate: €130,000-150,000) alongside an easel, a "lente contafili" sculpture 
and a preparatory drawing of a display structure for the Fernand Léger and Paul Klee 
exhibition "Capolavri della pittura del XX secolo-1900/1945" at the Correr Museum in 
Venice in 1972. 

The sale will also feature a selection of lighting fixtures by famous designers, including 
Gino Sarfatti's mod. 1054 floor lamp comprising a yellow lacquered metal adjustable 
diffuser (estimate: €12,000-16,000) and a lamp by Angelo Lelii whose organic tree design 
recalls his iconic "Triennial" model with its three green, Bordeaux and blue adjustable 
diffusers (estimate: €8,000-12,000).
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ANGELO LELII

Floor lamp, circa 1950
Beige lacquered metal base, brass, green, 
burgundy, blue lacquered metal diffusers

Edition Arredoluce

BBPR STUDIO 
Ceiling lamp mod. 2045b, 1962 
Black lacquered metal structure, black lacquered 
aluminium circles, frosted glass diffusers
100 x 170 cm 
Edition Arteluce
Provenance: New India Center, Mumbai
Estimate: €30,000-40,000 



COMING SOON AT RTCURIAL 
3 & 4 December: auction Impressionist and Modern Art
   Post-War and Contemporary Art  

ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Exhibition Friday 15 to Monday 18 November 2019

Italian Design auction on Tuesday 19 November 2019 at 6 pm 
Design auction on Tuesday 19 November 2019 at 8 pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
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