
PRESS RELEASE - CIVILISATIONS: ARCHAEOLOGY, EASTERN ARTS
              & PRE-COLOMBIAN ART 

Artcurial will present several sections 
dedicated to Archaeology, Eastern Arts 
and Pre-Colombian Art at its Civilisations 
sale on 6 November 2019, with almost 150 
lots. A focal point of this sale will be the 
collection of a Belgian enthusiast, consisting 
of more than 30 Pre-Colombian era objects, 
including a ceramic model of a village from 
western Mexico’s Nayarit culture, estimated 
at between €25,000 and €30 000.
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PRESS RELEASE - CIVILISATIONS: ARCHAEOLOGY, EASTERN ARTS AND PRE-COLOMBIAN ART 

PARIS - At its Civilisations sale, which will take place on Wednesday 6 November 2019 
at 2:30pm, Artcurial will present a fascinating selection of Archaeology, Eastern Arts 
and Pre-Colombian Art works spanning the eras, from the first civilisations of the 3rd 
millennium B.C. to Islamic works from the start of the 20th century.

Almost 150 lots will be included in this sale, including the collection of a Belgian 
enthusiast, amassed over almost three decades and consisting of some thirty objects 
of Pre-Colombian art, which he was passionate about. This selection will feature 
a ceramic model village from western Mexico’s Nayarit culture, which has been 
preserved since the Proto-Classic period (100 B.C. to 250 A.D.)  and estimated at 
between €25,000 and €30,000. 

In addition to this superb selection, the session will unveil a broad plethora of works 
from the Egyptian, Greco-Roman and Islamic civilisations.

A private collection of Pre-Colombian Art
This selection collated by an enthusiast will offer a broad panorama of artefacts that 
have survived from the Pre-Colombian civilisations. In 1965, during his university 
years, our Belgian collector crossed paths with Emile Deletaille, a prominent Brussels 
dealer who specialised in Pre-Colombian, tribal and Oceanian Art. Following their 
meeting, he had the privilege of browsing the vast library of documents kept by the 
gallerist and - having ignited his own passion for Pre-Colombian culture - went on to 
make his first purchases. He would continue to supplement his collection with well-
advised purchases over a period of almost three decades. 

The selection of some thirty lots will feature the ceramic model of a village, from 
western Mexico’s Nayarit culture. It represents a settlement of three houses with 
roofs decorated with painted geometrical motifs, supported by stairs and occupied 
by several figures relaxing. This model offers us an insight into the daily lives of the 
people who lived in western Mexico 200 years ago. The areas surrounding Ixtlan del 
Rio, in the south west of Nayarit, are generally considered to be the original site of 
these dwellings (estimate: €25,000 - 30,000).

IMPORTANT ONYX-MARBLE WEIGHT
KNOWN AS A “HANDBAG” WEIGHT
Bactria, towards the late 3rd-early 
2nd millennium B.C.
Ceremonial item with a quadrangular 
body and a large ring-shaped handle.
Onyx-marble veined with red and 
brown.
Dimensions: 35.5 x 35.5 cm
Estimate: €12,000 - 15,000

MODEL OF A VILLAGE
Nayarit culture, western Mexico,
Proto-Classic Period, 100 B.C. - 250 
A.D.
Ceramic with light beige engobe 
and ornamental brick red and black 
painting
Dimensions: 32.5 x 35 x 35 cm
Estimate: €25,000 - 30,000
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PRESS RELEASE - CIVILISATIONS: ANTIQUITIES, EASTERN ARTS AND PRE-COLOMBIAN ART

RARE TERRACOTTA VASE REPRESENTING A 
MOTHER AND CHILD
Egypt, New Empire, usually attributed 
to the 18th Dynasty
Anthropomorphic vase with a short tu-
bular spout with an everted lip
Red terracotta
Dimensions: 15 cm x 7.5 cm
Estimate: €12,000 - 15,000

IMPORTANT FUNERARY MASK
Calima culture, Colombia, Yotoco 
Period, 100 B.C. to 800 A.D.
Grey-beige terracotta with a slight 
glaze
Estimate: €18,000 - 22,000

Another centrepiece in this collection is a ceramic warrior armed with a spear, from the 
village cultures of western Mexico and in the Ameca style, dating from the Proto-Classic 
Period. He is wearing a frustro-conical, bell shaped helmet and his head is turned to the 
left, showing a classical Jalisco culture face (estimate: €7,000 - 8,000).

The session will also feature an important terracotta funerary mask in this section, from 
the Calima culture of Colombia, dating from the Yotoco period (100 B.C. to 800 A.D.). 
This rare object depicts a head framed by a square-shaped headdress, scored with 
four designs representing stylised monkeys. The cheeks are decorated with numerous 
ornamental geometrical patterns and the upper section is pierced with three holes, for 
hanging the mask (estimate: €18,000 – 22,000).

Classical Archaeology & Eastern Arts
Eastern antiquities will be represented by a collection of Luristan bronzes, as well as a 
rare set of Bactrian columns with sleek, modern lines (estimate: €12,000 – 15,000 each). 
An important onyx-marble “handbag”-style weight veined with red and brown. Originating 
from the first civilisations of Bactria, a region of central Asia, around the late 3rd-early 
2nd millennium B.C., this ceremonial item is estimated at between €25,000 and €30,000.

The section dedicated to classical Archaeology will showcase Egyptian and Roman pieces, 
including a rare anthropomorphic terracotta vase from the 15th Dynasty known as a “milk 
jar”, depicting a woman nursing an infant, an allusion to the iconography of Isis nursing 
Horus, a major theme in Egyptian mythology, as a mother’s milk was associated with the 
process of rebirth (estimate: €12,000 – 15,000).

The Eastern Arts section offers a glimpse of the sophistication of Islamic ceramics, 
Indian miniatures and Qajar tiles. Of particular note is a gouache and gold portrait of a 
dignitary from Rajasthan, produced in the late 18th-early 19th century and estimated at 
between €2,200 and €2,500, as well as some siliceous ceramic Damas tiles reputed to be 
from Saladin’s tomb, decorated with blue, turquoise and green on a white background of 
geometrical and floral patterns (estimate: €4,000 – 6,000 each).



COMING SOON AT ARTCURIAL 
13 November 2019: Auction - Old Master & 19th Century Art
                                      Rudolf & Friederike Pallamar Collection - “A Viennese Collection”

23 November 2019: Auction of Comic Strips
                                     Collection of original Caroline illustrations

ABOUTRTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Auction - Wednesday 6 November 2019, at 2:30pm

Public exhibition on Saturday 2 November, 11am to 6pm
         Monday 4 November, 11am to 7pm
                                    Tuesday 5 November, 11am to 7pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogue available online at www.artcurial.com
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