
PRESS RELEASE - HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2ND SEMESTER OF 2019

On the occasion of the Biennale Paris, Artcurial 
will present a preview, from 11th to 16th September, 
of a few of the outstanding pieces that will be 
offered for sale in the second half of 2019. 
The exhibition will feature abstract works by 
Georges Mathieu alongside pre-Columbian 
terracotta or an oil on canvas by Francis Picabia 
with a unique suspension by Jean Royère. The 
entire Joseph Altounian collection, Antique dealer 
to museums, friend to artists will be on display in 
an original staging. 
 

EXHIBITION FROM 11TH TO 16TH SEPTEMBER 2019,  PARIS
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PARIS - On the occasion of the Biennale Paris, Artcurial is inviting amateurs and 
collectors from all over the world to come together from Wednesday 11th  to Monday 
16th September to discover the masterpieces and exceptional pieces from the sales 
scheduled for the second half of 2019. This exhibition will focus on the major ensembles 
and collections dispersed this fall in each of the house’s specialties.

Throughout the rooms, we will thus discover a unique pendant lamp by Jean Royère, 
commissioned for the Maison de l’Iran at the Cité internationale universitaire of Paris 
in the 1960s, and an important «Japan» or «en forme» chest by Charlotte Perriand, 
alongside Mexican terracotta from an important pre-Columbian art collection.

The exhibition will then present two sets of abstract works by Georges Mathieu and 
Jean-Paul Riopelle as well as a Paysage de la Creuse created circa 1912 by Francis 
Picabia or several large cubist panels by Roger Bissière. On the fashion side, we will 
discover a collection of ten dresses by Roberta di Camerino.

Old paintings lovers will be able to preview artworks from the collection of Rudolf and 
Friederike Pallamar, named after the Viennese gallery specialising in the Northern 
Schools. There will be several oils by Jan van Kessel or Balthasar van der Ast as well as 
a small selection of polychrome wooden sculptures, including 16th century dolls from 
Mechelen.

The Joseph Altounian collection, Antique dealer to museums, friend to artists will be fully 
exhibited, with the auction taking place on 17th and 18th September. Covering many eras, 
from the Antiquity to Modern Art, including the Middle Ages and the High Era, some of 
the works will be staged especially for the occasion by the architectural firmLe Coadic-
Scotto.

Jean-Paul RIOPELLE
Untitled - circa 1956
Oil on canvas
65 x 81 cm
Estimate : €120 000 - 180 000 

Model of a group of three 
houses
Mexico, Nayarit Culture, 
100 B.C. - 250 A.D.
Terracotta
32,5 x 32,5 x 35 cm
Estimate : €25 000 - 30 000 



PRESS RELEASE - HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2ND SEMESTER OF 2019

Collection of Joseph Altounian, Antique dealer to museums, 
friend to artists
Auction on 17th and 18th September 2019

Artcurial will open the second half of the year with the exclusive sale of the Joseph Altounian 
Collection, the museum antique dealer and friend of the artists. Joseph Altounian (1890-1954), 
antique dealer and collector, witnessed first-hand the works that can now be found in the world’s 
greatest collections and museums. His family is now disclosing to the public a significant portion 
of the fund he had built up. This set includes more than 400 pieces (art objects, sculptures, 
furniture) and in particular six exceptional drawings by Amedeo Modigliani. Reflecting the rich 
and unique family history, whose main focus was on multiple and decisive encounters with 
the greatest intellectuals and artists of the 20th century, this collection covers many eras: the 
Antiquity, the Middle Ages, the High Era and finally Modern Art.

Outsider(s): an American collection of Urban Art 
Auction on 22nd October 2019

On 22nd October, alongside the FIAC, Artcurial will be presenting an urban art collection 
originating from the United States, entitled Outsider(s). Echoing the Beautiful Winners sale, held 
in 2015, Artcurial will be paying tribute to the Beautiful Losers touring collective exhibition, which 
was inaugurated in March 2004 in Cincinnati, Ohio at the Contemporary Arts Center and toured 
the United States and Europe up to 2009. Taken together, the collection provides a panoramic 
overview of alternative culture and the Do It Yourself movement. Thus, historic works by Kaws, 
Mark Gonzales, Barry McGee, Phil Frost, Shepard Fairey, Margaret Kilgallen and Raymond 
Pettibon will be on show, all artists who have become iconic names in the world of street art.

Antiquities, Pre-Columbian & Islamic Art
Auction on 6th November 2019

In 1965, during his university years, our collector crossed the path of Emile Deletaille, a great 
Brussels art dealer specialized in Pre-Columbian, tribal and Oceanian Art.
Following this meeting, he had the privilege of consulting the gallery owner’s vast documentary 
collection. Then - having become passionate about pre-Columbian culture himself - he made 
his first purchases.For nearly three decades, this collection was enriched by judiciously advised 
purchases. In addition to this beautiful ensemble of about thirty pieces, the session will offer a 
vast overview of works from Egyptian, Greco-Roman and Islamic civilizations.

KAWS
Untitled – 2003
Acrylic on photograph by Ricky Powell 
Estimate : €50 000 – 80 000

AMEDEO MODIGLIANI
Tête - Circa 1911 - 1912
Pencil on paper
Signed and autographed lower right
42,5 x 26,4 cm
Provenance : Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate : €250 000 - 350 000

CLUNY, BOURGOGNE, PROVENANT PROBABLEMENT 
DE L’ABBAYE, CIRCA 1115-1130
Torse d’homme barbu ou de prophète
Height: 25 cm (off base)
Provenance : Joseph Altounian Collection
Estimate : €60 000 - 80 000



Rudolf & Friederike Pallamar: a Viennese collection
Auction on 13th November 2019

Pallamar is a well-known name among connoisseurs of old paintings. The Viennese 
gallery was founded in the nineteen sixties and was a major reference point during the 
second half of the 20th century. Specialising in the Northern Schools, the gallery regularly 
offered masterpieces by major artists active in these regions in the 16th and 17th centuries 
during its annual exhibition. Rudolf and Friederike Pallamar, the ambitious founders, were 
proud to support the heritage left by these historic artists. The baton will pass to Artcurial 
this coming 13th November with an auction bearing witness to this great adventure: several 
oil paintings will be on offer, from Jan van Kessel to Balthasar van der Ast and David 
Vinckboons, together with a small selection of sculptures in polychromatic wood, including 
a fine and rare selection of Mechelen dolls from the 16th century.

Design & Italian Design
Auctions on 19th November 2019

The Design auction of the second semester will once again highlight the unmissable 
French Masters, with a large «Japan» or «en forme» chest created in 1962 by Charlotte 
Perriand, but also an exceptional piece: a unique pendant lamp by Jean Royère from 
the Cité internationale universitaire de Paris. It was commissioned in the late 1960s by 
the Shah of Iran from Jean Royère when the House of Iran was built by the architect 
Claude Parent. The luminaire is made of wrought iron and has about twenty parchment 
lampshades. After the success of the first edition of the sale dedicated to Italian Design, 
which totalled more than €1.2 million last May, Artcurial will present the second edition 
of this session on 19th November. A limited set of creations by the greatest transalpine 
designers such as Gio Ponti, Ettore Sottsass and Studio B.B.P.R. will be on offer.

Modern & Contemporary Art auctions 
Auctions on 3rd and 4th December 2019

The end of the year will conclude with the prestigious Modern and Contemporary Art 
auctions. Sales dedicated to Impressionist &Modern Art will include an oil on canvas by 
Francis Picabia representing a landscape of the Creuse, created around 1912 (estimate: 
€400 000 - 600 000). The Post-War & Contemporary Art sessions will present two 
important ensembles. The first one, dedicated to the Canadian artist Jean-Paul Riopelle, 
will offer for sale an oil on canvas Untitled made in 1956 (estimate: €120 000 - 180 000). 
The second collection will be composed of artworks by one of the fathers of lyrical 
abstraction Georges Mathieu, including an alkyd painting on canvas entitled 1429 and 
estimated at €80 000 - 120 000. 
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Francis PICABIA
Paysage de la Creuse - circa 1912
Oil on canvas
73,50 x 92,50 cm
Estimate : €400 000 - 600 000 

Rudolf & Friederike Pallamar Collection
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Paris#Marrakech
Auction on 30th December 2019

Initiated by Artcurial three years ago, the Paris#Marrakech week of sales has become an 
umissable end-of-year cultural event in Morocco. For this edition, the pre-sale viewing and 
the auction will be held for the first time at the legendary La Mamounia hotel.
The 2nd edition of Marrakech Art Week will be taking place from 21st December 2019 to 
5th January 2020. After the success of the inaugural edition, this event, launched on the 
initiative of Artcurial, is set to bring together even more major cultural players from the red 
city. Each of the participants will be developing a special programme (viewings, exhibitons, 
conferences, etc.) with a common objective - specifically to promote Moroccan art and 
more generally from the African continent. To close this week-long event, Artcurial and 
La Mamounia will bel aunching a contemporary art prize. The winning artist’s work will be 
displayed in the famous luxury palace and afterwards at Artcurial’s Paris headquarters.

10th edition of Retromobile by Artcurial Motorcars
Auction on 7th February 2020

The Retromobile by Artcurial Motorcars sale has become an unmissable annual event 
on the international collector’s car auction calendar. The 2019 edition proved particularly 
memorable, achieving a total of € 47.6m / $ 48m over three days, dominating Paris 
collector’s car auctions week. Artcurial notably achieved the world’s highest bid of the 
specialty during the first half of the year with the 1939 Alfa Romeo 8C 2900 B Touring 
Berlinetta selling forn early € 17m / $ 19m. The 10th edition of the official Retromobile 
auction will be taking place from 7th to 9th February 2020. This anniversary sale already has 
some surprises in store, including a Ford Mustang having belonged to Johnny Hallyday and 
a majestic 1908 Mariska sailing boat by William Fife and Son.

1967 Ford Mustang 390GT 
Group 1 ex-Ford France / 
Johnny Hallyday
Estimate : €150 000 - 
300 000 

© Nicolas Delpierre

Jean ROYÈRE
Unique « Maison de l’Iran » pendant lamp - 1958
Black lacquered wrought iron structure and parchment lampshades
Estimate : €120 000 - 180 000

Charlotte PERRIAND
Large «Japan» or «in forme» chest - 1962
Frame, base, shelves and sockets in solid dibetou wood.
Made by André Chetaille for Steph Simon
Estimate : €220 000 - 300 000



ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthens its 
position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues located 
in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector watches, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network abroad 
with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna as well 
as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In October 
2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Auction on Wednesday 11th to Monday 16th September 2019
Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available upon request

Full 2nd semester calender
available on  www.artcurial.com
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