
PRESS RELEASE - JEWELLERY, FINE WATCHES, VINTAGE HERMES

Artcurial is getting away to Monaco for the summer! 
From 17 to 19 July 2019, the auction house is 
holding a week of prestigious auctions dedicated to 
jewellery, watches and the most luxurious of fashion 
accessories. A market leader in the Principality, 
Artcurial is delighted to present lots such as 
General de Gaulle’s LIP watch, a selection of high 
jewellery pieces, a rare version of the Paul Newman 
Rolex Daytona from circa 1967, Hermès luggage 
once owned by Serge Gainsbourg and Jane Birkin, 
and a stunning private collection of exceptional bags 
by the likes of Alaïa, Chanel, Hermès and Fendi.

AUCTION - FROM 17 TO 19 JULY 2019, IN MONTE CARLO

https://www.linkedin.com/company/artcurial/
https://www.instagram.com/artcurial__/
https://www.facebook.com/artcurial/
https://twitter.com/Artcurial
https://www.artcurial.com/en/artcurial-motorcars


PRESS RELEASE - MONACO JULY 2019: JEWELLERY, FINE WATCHES, VINTAGE HERMÈS

MONTE-CARLO - Artcurial is inviting international collectors to a week of 
exhibitions and prestigious auctions in Monaco from 15 July 2019.

On 17, 18 and 19 July, the auction house will stage its summer sales at the 
legendary Hotel Hermitage: Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Le Temps est féminin, 
Hermès Summer Collection and a sale of an exceptional private collection of 
fashion accessories, entitled From Brazil to Monaco. In the eyes of an elegant 
woman, encompassing an absolute treasury of bags by Alaïa, Chanel, Fendi, 
Hermès...

Over these three days of auctions, Artcurial, which is the market leader on  
the Rock, will unveil an extensive array of pieces of exceptional provenance. 
Stand-out lots include: the Lip watch given to General de Gaulle, after whom  
the model would later be named in memory to this precious gift, the Panerai 
watch that belonged to German diver Helmut Rosel, two Hermès bags once 
owned by Serge Gainsbourg and Jane Birkin, which are being sold in aid  
of Médecins du Monde, and an exquisite, extremely rare pair of Suzanne 
Belperron clips from a prominent French aristocratic family.

This year, in addition to the objects that feature in the luxury collections, art fans 
are being treated to a new cultural initiative: Monaco Sculptures. This cultural 
walk in the Principality, created in partnership with the Monte-Carlo Société 
des Bains de Mer, takes the form of a pop-up museum bringing together the 
prominent figures in 20th and 21st century sculpture. These works will be on 
display until the end of the summer and will also be auctioned, on 19 July. 

“Our presence in Monaco is growing stronger every year.  
We always like to surprise collectors at our summer auctions,  
by bringing together historic pieces like General de Gaulle’s watch 
or pieces with legendary provenance, like the bags that belonged 
to Jane Birkin and Serge Gainsbourg.”

François Tajan, 
Deputy Chairman, Artcurial

SUZANNE BELPERRON, pair of platinum  
and grey gold corsage clips embellished 
with diamonds, circa 1940
Estimate: €40,000 - 60,000

ROLEX,Daytona, Paul Newman,
ref. 6240,circa 1967
Chronograph with steel strap
Estimate: €250,000 - 350,000

HERMÈS,1996, Kelly 32 Sellier bag 
denim blue smooth saltwater crocodile
Estimate: €22,000 - 32,000
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Jewellery 
Wednesday 17 July at 2:30pm 
Thursday 18 July at 6:30pm

Following on from the success of the winter sales, at which a third of the lots exceeded 
their estimates, the Jewellery department is set to open the proceedings with a 
stunning array of pieces dating from the Napoleonic era to present day, and promises 
frenzied bidding, according to department head Julie Valade.
“The pieces that we have compiled for this auction were selected meticulously, resulting 
in a dazzling who's who of jewellery makers: Suzanne Belperron, René Boivin, Boucheron, 
Van Cleef and Arpels, Cartier, Bulgari, etc. Magnificent César compressions, a 19th century 
cameo necklace and diamonds of every cut, including a more than 10 carat emerald cut 
promise intense bidding wars!” 

Must-have lots such as three famous “compressions” by César including a precious 
yellow gold pendant embellished with rubies, sapphires and diamonds with a guide 
price of €18,000 - 20,000, are testimony to Artcurial’s continued commitment to 
sourcing artistic gems.  

The spotlight will also be on some extremely rare pieces, including a platinum 
Lacloche brooch embellished with diamonds and emeralds, dating from 1925 
(estimate €15,000 - 20,000), a pair of 1940s platinum and grey gold Suzanne Belperron 
corsage clips (estimate €40,000 - 60,000) from a prominent French aristocratic family, 
a selection of vintage 70s pieces by Boucheron, Cartier, Chaumet, Mauboussin,  
and a series of Alhambra long necklaces by Van Cleef & Arpels.

The auction house will also present a remarkable series of animal-motif jewellery, 
including a rare Cartier corsage clip depicting a platinum and grey gold cockerel 
embellished with brilliant cut diamonds, dating from 1945/50 and estimated at 
€30,000, the famous Van Cleef & Arpels Lion Ebouriffé (€3,000 - 4,000), the Hermès 
Pheasant in flight brooch and two pieces that Ancient Egypt enthusiasts won’t want  
to miss!

Fans of exceptional stones won’t be disappointed either, with emeralds, rubies and 
diamonds set to go on sale, like this platinum ring embellished with a 11.7 carat, 
F colour, VVS2 clarity, emerald cut diamond (estimate: €300,000 - 400,000), or a 
fabulous 37.66 carat, cushion cut Burma sapphire (estimate: €220,000 - 250,000).

PLATINUM RING embellished with an 
11.70 carat emerald cut diamond, 
Estimate: €300,000 - 400,000

CESAR, “compression” yellow gold 
jewelled pendant embellished with 
rubies, sapphires and diamonds.
Estimate: €18,000 - 20,000

CARTIER, PLATINUM AND GREY GOLD 
Cockerel brooch embellished with 
diamonds, 1945/1950
Estimate: €30,000 - 35,000
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Fine watches 
Thursday 18 July at 2:30pm

For this season, Marie Sanna-Legrand, the director of the Watches department, has 
assembled a number of very special collections with pieces by the biggest names in 
Swiss and French watchmaking (Rolex, Patek Philippe, Breguet, Panerai, Longines, 
Lip...): “This summer we are once again offering the most discerning collectors a selection 
with an emphasis on vintage, encompassing the most iconic models, like Fifty Fathoms, 
Daytona, Speedmaster, Royal Oak, Submariner…”. 

Some of these timepieces put a real stamp on watchmaking history, like the legendary 
“General de Gaulle Lip” which Fred Lip presented to General de Gaulle in 1958 on the 
release of the new R27 electric calibre.

In terms of vintage, the sale will feature a collection of Blancpain Fifty Fathoms 
watches including the famous “Milspec” ref.3065 in steel, with an estimate of 30,000 - 
40,000 euros, undoubtedly one of the most seen and most used watches in diving in 
the 1950s.

Continuing the underwater theme, Artcurial will also present two other exceptional 
lots: first, an extremely rare wristwatch, the Submariner Rolex ref.1680 model in 
gold, the only watch known to this day to have a WWF certificate. It comes with its 
accessories and has an estimate of 80,000 - 120,000 euros. Second, another treasure, 
an incredible Radiomir ref.3646 by Panerai, once owned by the naval frogman Helmut 
Russel (estimate €85,000 – 100,000). In January 2019, Artcurial sold a Panerai/Rolex 
Radiomir Type A for €226,000 / $255,380, a record price!

Also of note, a beautiful set of vintage Rolex watches including a ”Paul Newman” steel 
Chronograph wristwatch Ref 6240, dating from 1967 with an estimate of €250,000 - 
350,000.

And lastly, fans of the Longines brand won’t fail to notice the silver “Lindbergh” Hour 
Angle wristwatch, ref. 4365 (estimate 30,000 - 50,000 euros).

BLANCPAIN, Fifty Fathoms “MILSPEC 1”,
ref.3065 circa 1960,
Estimate: €30,000 - 40,000

LONGINES, Lindbergh 
“Paolo Vestrini”, 
ref.4365 circa 1942 
Estimate: €30,000 - 50,000

PANERAI, Radiomir ref.2646.
Diving wristwatch in steel.
Estimate: €85,000 - 100,000 
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Le Temps est Féminin 
Wednesday 17 July at 7pm

Following on from the success of the first three events, the Fine Watches department 
has produced a fourth edition of its epic themed sale dedicated to ladies’ watches, 
Le Temps est Féminin. The sale will take place on Wednesday 17 July at 2:30pm with 
creations from the Piaget maison taking centre stage.

The Director of the Fine Watches department, Marie Sanna-Legrand who is behind 
the Le Temps est Féminin concept, explains: “This latest sale features the must-have 
maisons, Van Cleef & Arpels, Piaget, Cartier, and Chopard, not to mention the iconic 
Serpenti by Bulgari, Jaeger LeCoultre, Audemars Piguet, Marina B and Gerald Genta.  
It's a perfect marriage of Jewellery and the art of Watchmaking.”

Piaget is undeniably the star brand when it comes to ladies’ watches. A number of its 
creations from the 1970s will be on offer, including an incredible cuff watch in yellow 
gold, coral and onyx with an estimate of €50,000 - 80,000 and a wristwatch in yellow 
gold and tiger’s eye (estimate €6,000 - 8,000). Another piece to watch out for is a 
ladies’ wristwatch in yellow gold, diamonds and jade, estimated at €6,000 - 8,000.

The creativity on display in these ladies’ timepieces also owes a great deal to the 
skill of the jewellers. After setting a record in Monaco for a Bulgari Serpenti watch 
which fetched €430,600 /$449,496, this year Artcurial will present a Serpenti model 
produced jointly by Bulgari / Audemars Piguet. This ladies wristwatch in white gold 
and diamonds is estimated at €20,000 - 30,000.

PIAGET, CUFF WATCH in yellow gold, 
coral and onyx,
ref.924 G13, circa 1974,
Estimate: €50,000 - 80,000

PIAGET, Ladies’ wristwatch in yellow 
gold and tiger’s eye, 
Ref. 924G121974
Estimate: €6,000 - 8,000

AUDEMARS PIGUET / BULGARI Ladies’ 
Serpemti wristwatch 
Ref. 9181A6
Estimate: €20,000 - 50,000
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Hermès Summer Collection
Friday 19 July at 11:30am

“The Hermès Summer Collection 2019 sale looks to be a stylish affair, with not only a 
parade of limited edition, brightly coloured Birkins and Kellys but also two bags previously 
owned by Serge Gainsbourg, which are being sold in aid of Médecins du Monde at Jane 
Birkin’s request!” says Pénélope Blanckaert, Director of the Hermès Vintage & Fashion 
Arts department. The Hermès Summer Collection sale will close the week of auctions 
with a prestigious, sophisticated selection of the French maison’s most beautiful iconic 
bags, so rare that they are sure to turn the heads of the most experienced collectors.

Two magnificent 70s bags, which previously belonged to Serge Gainsbourg, are being 
auctioned by Jane Birkin in aid of Médecins du Monde. A Haut à Courroie 50 bag and 
an American suit-carrier in black grained leather, which are estimated at €2,000 - 
4,000 and €1,500 - 2,500 respectively, also feature. 

This Monaco rendez-vous will give collectors a chance to own some rare pearls, 
special commissions, limited editions, collectors pieces and iconic models. The Kelly 
and Birkin pieces have exotic skins in multiple colours, like an extraordinary Kelly 32 
bag in denim blue saltwater crocodile, which is estimated at €22,000 - 32,000.
Those who prefer smaller formats are likely to have their heads turned by a Micro 
Birkin in Veau Epsom Céleste (estimate €4,000 - 6,000), or the Jige Elan clutch in Veau 
Swft in rouge, estimated at €1,500 - 2,500.

Last of all, the most discerning of fans will have the chance to get their hands on 
some particularly sought after limited editions, like a Veau Taurillon Clémence Birkin 
Arlequin in ultra violet, étain, bleu lin, étoupe, bleu obscur and gold (estimate €10,000 
- 15,000) or a Kelly Ghillies 32 Retourné in Veau Swift, in rosy and rouge H, estimated 
at €10,000 - 15,000.

HERMÈS 2010, MICRO BIRKIN 15 BAG,
Candy Collection, 
Veau epsom Céleste,
Estimate: €4,000 - 6,000

HERMÈS 2012, BIRKIN ARLEQUIN 35 bag, 
Limited edition,
Taurillon Clémence, Ultra Violet, Étain, 
Bleu Lin, Étoupe, Bleu Obscur and Gold
Estimate: €10,000 - 15,000

HERMÈS circa 1970,
HAUT À COURROIE 50 Bag, 
Black grained leather,
Provenance Jane Birkin & Serge Gainsbourg
Estimate: €2,000 - 4,000
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From Brazil to Monaco. In the eyes of an elegant woman
Thursday 18 July at 11:30am

Artcurial is delighted to bring to Monaco an unbelievable private collection of the 
most exquisite bags, one after the other, from the most prestigious French and Italian 
maisons, Alaïa, Chanel, Hermès, Fendi...

“The exceptional From Brazil to Monaco sale brings together a superlative selection of 
Alaïa, Chanel, Fendi and Hermès bags, including special commissions and one-off pieces 
created by Leïla Menchari, like this Kelly 28 in silk twill inspired by the “Regina” scarf, 
reissued on the occasion of HRH Queen Elizabeth II’s Golden Jubilee in 2002, or these 
two ultra-chic, two-tone Birkin totes!” summarises Pénélope Blanckaert, Director of 
Hermès Vintage & Fashion Arts at Artcurial.

Experienced collectors and enlightened amateurs alike will appreciate the unique 
Hermès pieces designed by Leila Menchari for window displays. A true storyteller 
and nicknamed the Magus Queen, she was the creative genius behind the fairytale 
windows at 24 faubourg Saint Honoré for over 50 years, putting her expert touch on 
window-dressing and even being honoured with an exhibition dedicated to her work  
at the Grand Palais.

Also offered for sale are two Bolide 45 bags in silk twill, featuring the “Découpage” 
scarf print inspired by a work by Anne Rosat (estimate €8,000 - 12,000); and the 
“Samuel de Champlain” scarf print depicting the discovery of Canada (estimate  
€8,000 - 12,000).

Another exceptional piece was created for the Golden Jubilee of HRH Queen Elizabeth 
II in 2002: Leila Menchari reimagined the “Regina” scarf in pastel shades, which 
she used to create a Kelly 28 bag in printed silk twill. This very same scarf, available 
exclusively in the United Kingdom, was presented to the Queen.

Also of note is a Chanel beaded minaudière in grey metallic plexiglass, with a chain 
strap interlaced with leather (estimate €1,200 - 2,000), a superb embroidered and 
studded Fendi Mini Peekaboo bag in hazel and white striped printed leather (estimate 
€800 - 1,800) and a Mina tote in perforated pink leather embellished with studded 
flowers, by Alaïa (estimate €800 - 1,200).

ALAÏA, MINA tote in perforated  
and studded leather
Estimate: €800 - 1,200

CHANEL, 2016, Limited edition - 
Beaded minaudière, 
Estimate: €1,000 - 2,000

HERMÈS, BOLIDE 45 Bag
Unique piece,Silk twill with print 
inspired by the “Découpage” scarf,
Estimate: €8,000 - 12,000



COMING SOON AT ARTCURIAL 
5-11 July 2019: Only Online Summer Fashion Art auction

19 July 2019: Monaco Sculptures auction

ABOUTRTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues 
located in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It caters for the whole spectrum of major specialities: Fine Arts to Decorative Arts, 
Collectors’ Cars, Fine Jewellery, Fine Watches, Fine Wines and Spirits… 
With a firm focus on the international market, Artcurial is able to leverage its 
international network, with offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York.  
In October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sales in Hong Kong and Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

ARTCURIAL

INFORMATION
Exhibition Thursday 27, Friday 28 and Monday 1 July 2019
Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

Exhibition Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 July 2019 
Hôtel Hermitage - Square Beaumarchais - 98000 Monaco

Auctions 
Le Temps est Féminin, Wednesday 17 July at 7pm 
Fine Jewellery, Wednesday 17 July at 2:30pm and Thursday 18 July at 7pm
From Brazil to Monaco. In the eyes of an elegant woman, Thursday 18 July at 11:30am 
Fine Watches, Thursday 18 July at 2:30pm 
Hermès Summer Collection, Friday 19 July at 11:30am

HD visuals available on request 
Catalogues available on www.artcurial.com
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