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AUCTION OF 27 AVRIL 2019 IN PARIS

Lot 10 : MARCEL MARLIER,  Martine - Tome 22, Martine, petit rat 
de l’opéra, sold for €48 100 / $53 391 including fees 
(estimate : €4 000 – 6 000) 

While Hergé and his friendly Belgian reporter 
Tintin achieve one of the highest prices of 
the auction reaching €130,000/ $144,300, 
child heroin Martine creates the event. The 
27 original illustrations from the adventures 
imagined by Marcel Marlier almost 50 years 
ago were subject to a heated battle between 
collectors.  Presented at auction for the 
very first time, they all completely sold out. 
Martine, petit rat de l’opéra was snapped up at 
€50,000/ $55,500, more than 12 times the 
estimate.
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« This afternoon, collectors highlighted the importance of 
Marcel Marlier’s work and his emblematic character Martine. 
The prices reached obliterated the estimates, confirming the 
importance of this world-famous, multi-generational body of 
work.
The enthusiasm was palpable in the room. Marcel Marlier 
now joins the most prominent figures of the 9th art, historic 
Master Hergé and the more contemporary Enki Bilal, also 
consolidating his ratings. »

Eric Leroy, Expert
Comics, Artcurial 

PARIS - Saturday 27th April, Artcurial welcomed 9th art enthusiasts for its semi-
annual auction devoted to the Comic Strip. The auction, led by François Tajan, totalled 
€1,971,705 / $2,188,592, greatly exceeding its overall estimate. The sale was however 
dominated by Enki Bilal and the work of Hergé who remains the undisputed master of 
Franco-Belgian comic art. However, the young Martine, imagined by his countryman 
Marcel Marlier in 1954, creates quite a stir. The 27 illustrations, never before seen 
on the art market are snapped up by buyers from around the world: 75% of these 
original drawings are bought by foreign collectors.

During the exhibition preceding the sale, in Brussels as in Paris, the public arrived in 
droves to see the images.  The young heroine is the companion of several generations 
of children: indeed, 110 million albums have been sold since Martine’s creation, 
including 2 million in China, last year alone. Translated into more than 30 languages, 
the adventures of Martine are part of our heritage and remain of incredible freshness. 
They continue to seduce a wide audience of readers, to this day. 

In a packed room, bidders fiercely battled over each of the 27 lots, sometimes 
against one another, on the phone or Internet. 100% of works were sold. The most 
famous images were the most sought after, such as a gouache of Martine, petit rat 
de l’opéra snapped up at €48,100 / $53,391 (lot 10), more than 12 times its estimate. 
Particularly realistic, the scene was inspired by Maurice Béjart’s rehearsals, studied 
by Marcel Marlier. Martine fait du camping reaches €33,800 / $37,518 (lot 6), following 
an estimate of €4,000 to 6,000. In total, the 27 illustrations amount to €559,000 / 
$620,490, 5 times the estimate.

For Contemporary Comics, a remarkable set of 9 original works signed Enki Bilal 
stand out. The artist, whose 2nd volume from the new event series BUG has just 
been released, remains extremely sought after. He achieves the highest price of the 
auction with Sheet 44 of the album Nikopol - Tome 2, La femme piège, published in 
1986 by Dargaud (lot 28), doubling its estimate fetching €149,500 / $165,945 while 
the gouache and pastel on paper created for the portfolio Die Mauer Berlin (lot 34) 
published in 1982 reaches €62,400 / $69,264 including fees (estimate: €35,000 - 
55,000). Moreover, the cover of the album’s latest edition, Fins de siècle- partie de 
chasse, to be published in 2019 at Casterman editions, reaches €71,500 / $79,365 (lot 
32).

In closing, for Hergé, the sketch for the strip 56 of the album of the Tintin Adventure 
Coke en stock (lot 80), published in 1958 by Casterman editotion reaches €130,000/ 
$144,300 (estimate: €100,000 - 130,000). The lithograph on On a marché sur la lune 
(lot 79) signed by the American astronauts who walked on the Moon is sold for 
€46,800 / $51,948 , tripling its estimate.

Lot 80 : HERGE (GEORGES REMI), Coke en stock, lead pencil on paper for the sketch 
of strip no 56 of the album published by Casterman editions in 1958, sold for € 
130,000 / $144,300 including fees (estimate: €100,000 - € 130,000)
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Comic Strips
Total of the auction      €1 971 705  /  $2 188 592
68 % of lots sold            €1 = $1,11            estimate : 1 614 400 € 

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE 
(estimate in euros)  BUYER

28
Enki BILAL, Nikopol - Tome 2, La Femme piège, 1986,
Indian ink, acrylic and gouache on thick paper for strip 
44 of the album

€149 500 / $165 945
(estimate : 70 000 - 90 000)

International 
collector

80 
HERGÉ (Georges Remi dit), Coke en stock, 1958,
Lead pencil on paper for the sketch of strip 56 of the 
album

€130 000/ $144 300
(estimate : 100 000 - 130 000)

European col-
lector

29
Enki BILAL, Nikopol - Tome 2, La Femme piège, 1986,
Acrylic, Indian ink and gouache on paper for strip 50 of 
the album

€93 600 / $103 896
(estimate : 70 000 - 90 000)

European
collector

140
Hugo PRATT, Una Ballata del Mare Salato, Indian
ink, felt, tip gouache, for the cover of the album 
published in 1972 at Editions Arnoldo Mondadori

€84 500 / $93 795
(estimate : 50 000 - 70 000)

International 
collector

32

Enki BILAL, Fins de siècle - Partie de chasse 
Acrylic, gouache and pastel on cardboard for the 
cover of the new edition of this album to appear with 
Casterman in 2019

€71 500 / $79 365
(estimate : 60 000 - 80 000)

International 
collector

31
Enki BILAL, La Femme piège, 1988
Indian ink, acrylic and colour pastel for an illustration 
published in Playboy

€65 000 / $72 150
(estimate : 50 000 - 70 000)

European
collector

34
Enki BILAL, Die Mauer Berlin, , Indian ink, gouache
and pastel on paper, for a strip of the portfolio 
published in 1982 at Editions Futuropolis

€62 400 / $69 264
(estimate : 35 000 - 55 000) European client

10
Marcel MARLIER, Martine - Tome 22, Martine petit rat de 
l’opéra, coloured inks on paper for the double strip of 
the album published by Casterman editions in 1972

€48 100 / $53 391
(estimate : 4 000 - 6 000)

European
collector

79 On a marché sur la lune, lithograph signed by the 
American astronauts

€46 800 / $51 948
(estimate : 15 000 - 25 000)

European
collector

33
Enki BILAL, Nikopol - Tome 3, Froid Équateur, 1992
Indian ink, acrylic, gouache and pastel on cardstock for 
strip 53 of this album

€45 500 / $50 505
(estimate : 40 000 - 60 000) European client
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ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened its 
position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues located in 
Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network abroad 
with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna as well 
as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In October 
2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.
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