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As the Tutto Ponti exhibition held at the 
Musée des Arts Décoratifs closes its doors, 
in addition to its traditional Design auction, 
Artcurial will host an auction entirely devoted 
to Italian Design on 28th May 2019.  It will 
pay tribute to the work of Gio Ponti, featuring 
a wood magazine rack, to Carlo Scarpa pieces 
including an exceptional easel and to Milanese 
architecture BBPR, famous for their luminaries. 
The Design auction’s new module, Radical Craft 
will present a unique opportunity to discover the 
work of an unknown designer.
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PARIS -  28th and 29th May 2019, Artcurial’s design department will host a 
prestigious event including three separate auctions. The first, on 28th May at 
6pm will be entirely devoted to three major Italian designers: the genius Gio 
Ponti, the master Carlo Scarpa and Brutalist Studio BBPR.
The second, on 29th May at 7pm will celebrate historic French design and 
contemporary creations, with 60 lots from Jean Prouvé and Charlotte Perriand 
and the Bouroullec brothers. It will also include a tribute to Vera Székely’s body 
of work. The final auction, held on the same day, is entitled Radical Craft. It will 
spike our curiosity while questioning our definition of the word design while 
introducing the work of a still unknown French designer: Joseph Müller.

« Currently dedicating two annual auctions to Italian Design, we 
wish to offer a discriminate and selective look on Transalpine 
creation, as we do on French design or Scandinavian style. For 
this first auction, we will offer several exceptional pieces, some 
new to the art market such as a rare signed Carlo Scarpa easel 
or the only ever produced Gio Ponti wood magazine rack.
Moreover, we continue to explore new territories with the Radical 
Craft section. Dedicated to unknown designers, it will create a 
retrospective look on pieces gone unnoticed at the time of their 
creation yet appearing full of modernity today. »

Emmanuel Bérard, Director Design
Department, Artcurial

GIO PONTI 
Walnut magazine rack, circa 1940
One of a kind
Estimate : €18 000 – 25 000 

GIO PONTI 
Bureau, produced by Rima in 1955

Exhibited at the Musée des
 Arts Décoratifs

«Tutto Ponti, Gio Ponti archi-designer» 
Estimate : €25 000 – 35 000 
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Italian design: Gio Ponti, Carlo Scarpa and BRRP
Launching the two-day auction dedicated to design, Artcurial will host
its first independent sale centered on Italian design and comprising over one 
hundred lots, on 28th May at 6 pm. It gravitates towards 3 major personalities: 
Gio Ponti, Carlo Scarpa and Studio BBPR.

The tight bonds that united Gio Ponti to France are well known. He is one of the 
central figures of this Italian auction, Artcurial having succeeded in bringing 
together several museum quality pieces including a desk recently presented at 
the Tutto Ponti exhibition at the Musée des Arts Décoratifs (estimate: €25,000 
- 35,000), a unique piece, a walnut magazine rack from the 1940’s (estimate: 
€18,000 - 25,000), and a set of chairs designed by Gio Ponti for the Settebello 
ETR 300 train cars connecting Milan to Naples. We will also discover a set of 
unpublished drawings from a Parisian private collection.

During a previous auction, Artcurial’s design department already offered a set 
of drawings of Carlo Scarpa at auction. A specificity of Artcurial is the desire 
to not only present furniture pieces but also sketches or historical documents 
in connection with the work of the great figures of the design. This is part of a 
more comprehensive approach to understanding design, and the recognition of 
these creations as artistic masterpieces. The 28th May auction will thus offer 
an exceptional easel designed by the Venetian master (estimate: €60,000 - 
80,000). This elegant mahogany, steel and brass structure is a nod to Scarpa’s 
two activities: scenography, including for the Venice Biennale for over 30 years 
starting in 1942, and architecture. In the 1950’s, he excels in the restoration and 
redevelopment of museums, including in 1957, the Museo Correr in the city of 
the Doges.

Studio BBPR, are the initials of 4 architects from Milan who created their studio 
in 1932: Gian Luigi Banfi, Ludovico Barbiano di Belgiojoso, Enrico Peressutti 
and Ernesto Nathan Rogers. One of their emblematic projects, the Torre 
Velasca, breaks earth in the center of Milan between 1956 and 1958. Qualified 
as brutalist, its architecture rises to the sky of the Lombard capital with its 
upper floors built in overhang. Studio BBPR designs a part of the development 
of public spaces. For example, they draw luminaires for the entrance hall. These 
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STUDIO BBPR
Suspension, 1956-1958
Gallery d’entrée de la Torre Velasca, 
Milan, Italy
Estimate : €6 000 – 8 000 

CARLO SCARPA 
Chevalet, 1950-1955 

Structure in mahogany, steel and brass 
Estimate : €60 000 – 80 000 



hanging lamps carry an estimate between €6,000 and 8,000 each. The auction 
will include another luminaire signed BBPR studio, two pairs of sconces created 
specifically for a Palermo shop, (estimate: €6,000 - 8,000). Also, to be noted, a 
set of chairs created for a Milan home, the Casa Romanin.

Design: French masters to contemporary designers
On 29th May, at 7pm, French design takes centre stage with 60 lots including
essential French Masters (Charlotte Perriand, Jean Prouvé...), alongside 
contemporary designers such as the Bourroullec brothers, just as they have 
inaugurated the public commission of the Parisian fountains of the Champs-
Elysées roundabout, on Artcurial’s doorstep.

Artcurial’s Design department will pay tribute to the artist Vera Székely with 
a set of pieces representative of her work (ceramics, tapestries, furniture). 
She creates pared-down abstract pieces, inspired by primitive art and objects 
of worship. Beyond ceramics and sculpture, she creates paintings, mosaics, 
tapestries, stained-glass windows.

Radical Craft
In closing, the last auction will doubtlessly be the most surprising and 
unexpected. Radical Craft is a manifesto: Artcurial will present 35 lots from 
an unknown artist. This is his entire production, including decorative objects, 
furniture, mock-ups... created during the 1st half of the 20th century. The artist, 
Joseph Müller, is a French craftsman whose trace can be found in archives 
as Best Craftsman of France in wood-working at the turn of the century. The 
technical virtuosity of the pieces he created, and his artistic talent intrigues us. 
By highlighting his work, hitherto forgotten, we are questioning what we define 
as Design, bearing a retrospective look on a body of work to which time would 
have given its badge of honour. Joseph Müller’s genius can be compared to  that 
of the pioneers of Brut art.

CHRISTIAN ZACHO
Vue de Non Mill et du lac Halde
Huile sur toile 
36 x 58 cm
Est : 2 000 - 3 000 €

Ronan et Erwan BOUROULLEC
Suspension «Liane» - 2010
Kréo Édition
Estimate : €15 000 - 25 000

JEAN PROUVÉ
«Visitor» chair from the Jean Prouvé 
collection  - 1948
Estimate : €40 000 - 50 000
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT RTCURIAL 
19 July 2019 : Monaco Sculptures auction                                                                   

3 & 4 juin 2019 : Impressionist and modern art, Post-War and 
  contemporary art auctions

ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthens its 
position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues located 
in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Exhibition on Friday 24 to Monday, 27 May 2019

Auction, Italian Design on Tuesday, 28 May, 2019, at 6 pm
Auction, Design and Curiosa on Wednesday, May 29, 2019, at 7 pm 

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visuals available upon request
Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com
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Anne-Laure Guérin
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Director of external relations
Jean Baptiste Duquesne 
+33 (0)1 42 99 20 76
jbduquesne@artcurial.com


