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On 21st May, Artcurial will present a selection of 
works from the greatest names in Art Nouveau 
and Art Deco. The Art Nouveau chapter will 
include an exceptional Émile Gallé blown glass 
heraldic dragon as well as two rare René Lalique 
« cire perdue » moulded white glass vases, from 
the Georges Charbonneaux collection, one of the 
foremost collectors of the aforementioned great 
master’s glassmaker. Art Deco will be represented 
by Jean Dunand and Pierre Legrain with pieces 
sold directly from the artist’s families or first 
buyers.
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PRESS RELEASE - ART NOUVEAU - ART DECO

PARIS - On 21st May, Artcurial will present a selection of over one hundred lots during its 
quarterly auction devoted to Art Nouveau and Art Deco. The Art Nouveau segment will 
present an exceptional Emile Gallé blown glass heraldry dragon as well as two rare René 
Lalique «cire perdue» vases from the Georges Charbonneaux collection. The chapter 
dedicated to Art Deco will present three Jean Dunand tables gigognes circa 1925 as well 
as a rare lacquer and white gold leaf table by Pierre Legrain. An important J.E Puiforcat 
silver and glass centrepiece and four display cabinets by Jean-Charles Moreux, sourced 
from the original buyers, will complement the auction. The sale will also present Clément 
Rousseau and Jacques Quinet furniture, Argy Rousseau and Maurice Marinot glassware 
and a series of grotesques by Félix Youssopoff, Russian prince known for having ordered 
the assassination of Rasputin in 1916.

An exceptional Émile Gallé dragon 
The chapter devoted to Art Nouveau will commence with a remarkable Emile Gallé 
blown glass sculpture used as a perfume urn. Created in 1894, it represents an 
heraldic dragon. Emile Gallé (1846-1904), the undisputed master of fauna and 
flora excels at transcribing to infinity his masterpieces in glass work and carved 
furniture. The dragon, with its folded wings, addresses the theme of disturbing 
and fantastic animals. The dragon perfectly illustrates the artist’s crystal work, 
simultaneously representing earth from which the glass component is extracted; 
air from which chemical reactions create the explosions of colours giving life to 
the animal and fire from which he came forth. 

The motto inscribed around the neck of the Dragon, «Ainsi me devez tenir en 
vo servage », is a reference to the protective function of the animal in Ancient 
Greek lore. It also relates to the furniture for which it was created: the Parfums 
d’autrefois dresser.  This latter, accompanied by the dragon, are likely to have been 
exhibited in June 1894 at the Arts Décoratifs Exhibition in Nancy, then in 1895 at 
the Salon des Beaux Arts of Paris and finally at the Universal Exhibition in Paris in 
1900 (estimate: €200,000 - 300,000).

Two rares René Lalique «cire perdue» vases from the Georges 
Charbonneaux collection
Several René Lalique pieces will complete the chapter devoted to Art Nouveau
including two rare vases. The first, entitled Feuillages composés, created circa 1914, is a 
«cire perdue» moulded white glass vase. It is decorated with four groups of flowers 
(estimate: €25,000 - 30,000). The second, Frises Margerites, is a covered vase dating from 

ÉMILE GALLÉ
Heraldic Dragon - 1894
Blown and modeled glass, finished on the 
grinder, metal, enamels
Provenance: probably exhibited in 1894 in 
Nancy, then in 1895 in Paris; sent to the 
Universal Exhibition of Paris in 1900.
Height:  29 cm - length.  27 cm 
Estimate: €200,000 - 300,000

RENE LALIQUE
Vase couvert « Frises marguerites »
18 June 1920
Moulded-blown white glass lost wax proof 
fully in rosé amber.  
Height: 13 cm
Provenance: Georges Charbonneaux collec-
tion
Estimate: €35,000 - 40,000
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JEAN DUNAND 
Trois tables gigognes
Circa 1925
Inverted U entirely lacquered chamois 
with trays inlayed with motif egg 
shells
Estimate: €150,000 - 200,000

PIERRE LEGRAIN
Table de milieu
Circa 1924
Lacquered black wood with thick rectan-
gular trays, night blue glass slabs, 
cylindrical 4 legs enhanced with white-
gold-leaf
Estimate: €200,000 - 300,000

18 June 1920. It is a «cire-perdue» moulded glass vase and cover with amber and pink patina 
(estimate: €35,000 - 40,000).
The set comes from the private collection of Georges Charbonneaux, an industrial born in Reims 
in 1865, who made a name for himself with the 1912 creation of the Foyer Rémois, an affordable 
housing company and model garden-city. Illustrious art enthusiast and passionate music lover, 
he organized countless concerts with his wife in the Reims home, today the property of Taittinger 
Champagnes. In his music room, a René Lalique display case presented the lost waxes and other 
works assiduously collected from the master glassmaker. At the time, he is the largest collector 
of Lalique lost waxes, counting more than forty to his name, at the end of his life.  His admiration 
for Lalique did not stop there. In 1925, he commissioned stained-glass windows of the Église 
Saint-Nicaise in the heart of his Foyer Rémois, the first René Lalique religious creations. 

Art Deco with Jean Dunand and Pierre Legrain
The section devoted to Art Deco will include the greatest names of the specialty, such as Jean
Dunand. Three tables gigognes created in 1925 will be included in the set. Shaped in an inverted 
U, entirely lacquered chamois and carrying trays inlaid with eggshells motif, these tables are 
sourced from the artist’s family. (estimate: €150,000 - 200,000).

Right beside Jean Dunand, the auction will present the creations of another great figure of Art 
Deco: Pierre Legrain. Decorator, cabinetmaker, bookbinder, he was one of the founding members 
of the Union des Artistes Modernes in 1929, alongside Le Corbusier and Jean Prouvé.  A centre 
table completed toward 1924 by the decorator will be one of his key pieces. Here as for most 
of his furniture, Legrain works with associations of simple and strong volumes. The table is 
designed as an architectural structure and its feet, that evolve from cylindrical to the Hexagonal, 
are akin to new order columns. The sleek design of the furniture is highlighted by the work 
around coloured contents and contrasts: Black lacquer, white gold leaves, night-blue glass.

The impeccable provenance of this table should be noted: it remained in the decorator’s wife, 
Mary Legrain’s house, from the mid 1930’s to the early 1960’s.  Pierre Legrain built a similar 
model at the same time for the veranda of a villa belonging to Jeanne Tachard, founder of the 
couture house Suzanne Talbot, at la Celle Saint Cloud (estimate: €200,000 - 300,000).

The auction will also present an significant silver and glass centerpiece by goldsmith Jean E. 
Puiforcat created circa 1935 (estimate €50,000 - 60,000) as well as four Jean- Charles Moreux 
display cases from its original owners (estimate: €10,000 - 15,000 the pair). The event will 
culminate in a chapter devoted to the grotesque drawings by Félix Youssopoff (1887- 1967), 
Russian prince known for having ordered the assassination of Rasputin in 1916. Haunted by 
his action, he is said to have started sketching series of grotesques. The six India ink with 
watercolours on paper represent désir, doubt, curiosity, astonishment, indifference and laziness  
(estimate: €2,500 - 3,000 each).



UPCOMING EVENTS AT RTCURIAL                                                             
15th May 2019 : auction Antiquities and Islamic Art
                                          Bouvier and various Collections

4th and 5th June 2019 : auction Impressionist & Modern Art I & II
                                                         Post-War & Contemporary I & II

À PROPOS D’RTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthens its 
position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues located 
in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

INFORMATIONS
Exhibition from Friday 17th to Monday 20th May 2019 
Auction on Tuesday 21st May 2019 at 8 pm

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visual available on request
Catalog available online on www.artcurial.com
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