
PRESS RELEASE - OLD MASTER & XIXTH  CENTURY ART AUCTION
SALE RESULTS  - 27TH MARCH IN PARIS

Lot n°9: Florence circa 1600, from Giambologna,  
Allegory of  Architecture, dark brown patina 
bronze, height: 19 cm, Fernand Lafarge 
collection, sold for €3,747,400 / $4,197,088 
including fees (estimate: €30,000 - 50,000)
 

On Wednesday 27th March, in parallel  with 
the Salon du Dessin in Paris, Artcurial hosted 
3 auctions dedicated to Old Master and XIXth 
Century Art. The astounding result of over 
€10,M / $11.3 M confirms Artcurial’s leading 
position in this field of speciality.  The Fernand 
Lafarge collection reigns triumphant with 
Allegory of Architecture after Giambologna, 
circa 1600, which shattered its estimate, 
reaching €3.7 M / $4.2 M. Drawings come in 
close behind with Male Nude Studies by Baccio 
Bandinelli, sold for €331,400 / $371,168.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/artcurial/
https://www.instagram.com/artcurial__/
https://www.facebook.com/artcurial/
https://twitter.com/Artcurial
https://www.artcurial.com/
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«The magnificent results obtained by the Fernand Lafarge 
collection and the record price achieved for the sculpture 
inspired by Giambologna confirm the relevant selection made 
by this astute collector. The painting Resurrection of Lazarus 
reached €380,000, sold to a private collector attracted the 
attention of several museum institutions and would have been 
perfectly housed in a French museum collection»

Matthieu Fournier, 
Director Old Master and XIXth Century Art, Artcurial 

PARIS - On Wednesday 27th March, Artcurial’s Old Master and XIXth Century 
Art’s department successively hosted the auction of the Fernand Lafarge 
collection, followed by a session devoted to terracotta and other sculptures, 
along with the traditional Old Master and XIXth Century Art auction, including 
paintings and drawings. Led by Matthieu Fournier, the auctions totalled €10.2 
M / $11.3M including fees, shattering the overall estimates and including 
14 lots above the €100,000 mark. This was the most impressive result of 
any Artcurial auction in this particular field of specialty.  With this, Artcurial 
confirms its leading position on the French market, widely established for 
several years.

Fernand Lafarge Collection
On Wednesday evening, the auction paid a superb tribute to the Fernand 
Lafarge collection as it reached an astounding total of €6.2 M / $7 M, five 
times the estimates, under the gavel of Artcurial’s Old Master and XIXth 
Century Art’s department, Matthieu Fournier. 91% of the lots were sold, 
of which 50% above their estimate. 2/3 of the sale volume was attained by 
foreign buyers.

An Allegory of Architecture, a dark patina bronze inspired by Giambologna 
dominated the auction during a heated battle between 5 bidders. The gavel 
fell at €3.7 M / $4.1 M, to the benefit of a European collector (n° 9). From 
the prestigious collection of the Marquise de Ganay, this bronze modelled 
after one of the most renown Renaissance sculptors represents an equally 
prestigious subject. This small sculpture, measuring only 35 cm mirror the 
elements appearing on the original marble kept at the Bargello Museum in 
Florence and from the most accomplished copies in bronze dating back to the 
latter part of the 16th and early 17th century. This unsigned piece carried an 
estimate of €30,000-50,000.

The Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux pieces gathered at auction were exceptional. 
The studio’s bronze chef-modèle of Ugolin, a masterpiece that required three 
years of attention and that Carpeaux considered his most accomplished piece 
sold for €343,800 / $385 056 (est. €100,000-150,000, n°18). The grisaille 
painted version which remained in Carpeaux’s studio until his death was 
the centre of a heated bidding war until reaching €455,400 / $510 048 (est. 
€40,000-60,000, n°17). The chef-modèle of Genius of the Dance, commissioned 

Lot n°212: BACCIO BANDINELLI, Male nude studies (double-sided), pen and brown 
ink, 40 x 27 cm, sold for €331,400/ $371,168 including fees (estimate: €30,000 - 
40,000)



by Charles Garnier for the facade of the Opera of Paris sold for €104,000 
/ $116 480 (est. €80,000-120,000€, n°19). The collection also included an 
incredibly rare French primitive painting, The Resurrection of Lazarus with 
a donor, Picardy or Bourgogne, from the latter part of the 15th century. 
Exhibited at the Louvre during the French primitive exhibition in 1904, it 
found a new home at €381,000 / $426 720 (est. €300,000-500,000, n°8).

The Rocking Chair by Aimé-Jules Dalou, a unique lost wax model which 
remained in the artists’ workshop until his death was snapped up at 
€104,000 / $116 480 (est. €25,000-35,000 €, n°24). The plaster version was 
exhibited at the Royal Academy salon in 1874, following which the Duke 
of Westminster commissioned the marble version from Dalou. An astute 
collector, Fernand Lafarge gathered a collection essentially dedicated to 
sculpture during the latter half of the 20th century in Amiens.

Terracotta and other sculptures 
The session devoted to terracotta and other sculptures was enthusiastically 
received: 75% of the lots were sold. It was dominated by the remarkable  
Augustin Pajou piece, Cupid on a lion, terracotta, signed and dated «Pajou, 
sculptor to the King, 1779» 26 x 24.50 x 9.50 cm which reached €244,600 / 
$273 952 (est: €70,000-100,000). This incredibly intricate allegory depicting 
the power of love had vanished without a trace since 1925. It was brought 
to auction from a private collection from the Southwest of France. The Frog 
Man, patinated plaster, 35 x 41 x 42 cm, belonging to Jean Carriès’ famous 
fantastic bestiary reached €123,500 / $138 320 (est. €30,000-40,000).

Paintings and drawings 
The portion of the auction devoted to drawing presented an extraordinary 
and extremely sought after study in pen and brown ink, Male nude studies 
(double-sided), 40 x 27 cm, Baccio Bandinelli which reached €331,400 / $371 
168 on an estimate of €30,000-40,0000. The hatched pen technique
of the great Florentine sculptor is inspired by that of Michelangelo. On the 
front, the extremely outraged attitude of the figure is in typical Mannerist 
style, reminiscent of the poses Bandinelli gives to Christ and the thief on the 
right in his bronze relief The Descent from the Cross, kept at the Louvre.

A pen and Indian ink drawing by Jean-François Millet, The Maternal 
Precaution, 28 x 22 cm, from the Edmond Gosselin collection reached 
€75,400 / $371 168 (est. €60,000-80,000). This large-scale work by the artist 
is part of the three or four rare examples that he made in ink. A beautiful 
picture by Jean-Baptiste Oudry, A view of Arcueil’s garden, black pencil and 
white chalk on blue paper, 30.3 x 51.8 cm, reached €136,500 / $152 880 
(is. €60,000-80,000). Dutch painting achieved distinguished results with 
The Annunciation by Pieter Coecke van Aelst, reaching €104,000 / $116 480 
(est. €80,000-120,000), as did the exceptional David Teniers II Self-portrait, 
painted on copper, 21.30 x 16.50 cm, from a Parisian private collection which 
obtained €281,800 / $315 616 (est. : €50,000-80,000).
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Old Master and XIXth Century Art
Total sales €10,191,620 / $11,414,614
77% of lots sold      1€ = 1,12 $     auction estimate: 4 333 500 € 

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE 
(estimates in euros) BUYER

9 
Florence circa 1600, After GIAMBOLOGNA, Allegory of 
Architecture, dark brown patina bronze, height: 19 cm, 
Fernand Lafarge collection

3 747 400 €/4 197 088 $
(est : 30 000 - 50 000)

European       
collector

17 Jean-Baptiste CARPEAUX, Ugolin, oil on panel (gray), 
wooden slats, Fernand Lafarge collection

455 400 € / 510 048 $
(est : 40 000 - 60 000) Asian collector

8
Picardie or Bourgogne, latter part of the 15th century,
The Resurrection of Lazarus, with a donor, oil on oak 
panel, Fernand Lafarge collection

381 000 € / 426 720 $
(est : 300 000 - 500 000)

European     
customer

18
Jean-Baptiste CARPEAUX, Ugolin, bronze with nuanced 
brown patina, chef-modèle of the workshop, height: 48 
cm, Fernand Lafarge collection

343 800 € / 385 056 $
(est : 100 000 - 150 000)

International 
collector

212 Baccio BANDINELLI, Male nudes studies (double sided), 
pen and brown ink

331 400 € / 371 168 $
(est : 30 000 - 40 000)

International 
collector

303 David TENIERS II, the Younger, Self-portrait at the age of 
34, oil on copper

281 800 € / 315 616 $
(est : 50 000 - 80 000)

International 
collector

132 Augustin PAJOU, Cupid on a lion, original terracotta 244 600 € / 273 952 $
(est : 70 000 - 100 000)

 International 
collector

245 Jean-Baptiste OUDRY, A view of Arcueil’s garden, black 
and white chalk on blue paper

136 500 € / 152 880 $
(est : 60 000 - 80 000)

European     
customer

117 Jean CARRIES, The Frog Man, patinated plaster 123 500 € / 138 320 $
(est : 30 000 - 40 000)

European     
customer

4
North of the France, probably latter of the 14th century, 
The Arrest of Christ, relief in walnut wood appliqué with 
polychromic traces, Fernand Lafarge collection

110 500 € / 123 760 $
(est : 15 000 - 20 000)

European       
collector
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ABOUTRTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened its 
position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues located in 
Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector watches, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network abroad 
with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna as well 
as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In October 
2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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