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On 27th March, at Artcurial headquarters, 
a remarkable sculpture collection will be 
dispersed during the auction devoted to 
Old Master & 19th Century Art, an annual 
event salon held during the Salon du Dessin. 
Entitled Fernand Lafarge Collection, a tribute 
to Sculpture, the set brings together more than 
60 works, gathered together by a family. From 
archeology to Aristide Maillol, Tribal Art to 
Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux, the sculptures relate 
more than 2000 years of history across five 
continents.

AUCTION - WEDNESDAY MARCH 27TH 2019, IN PARIS
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PRESS RELEASE - FERNAND LAFARGE COLLECTION FERNAND LAFARGE, A TRIBUTE TO SCULPTURE

PARIS -, On Wednesday 27th March, Artcurial will host a monumental auction devoted 
to Old Master & 19th Century Art, during their annual event concurring with the Salon 
du Dessin. A section of the sale will be devoted to the dispersion of Fernand Lafarge 
Collection, a tribute to sculpture.

Spanning five continents and 2000 years of history, the entire set is composed of 60 
pieces from some of the greatest sculptors: Clodion, Jean-Antoine Houdon, Jean-
Baptiste Carpeaux, Aristide Maillol. Ranging from the Haute Époque to Bourdelle, from 
archaeology to tribal art, this set is both encyclopaedic and pedagogical. This will also 
be the occasion for enthusiasts and collectors to discover how a family from Amiens 
became enamoured of sculpture, from generation to generation.

A selection of pieces from the collection will be presented in avant-premiere at 
Artcurial headquarters from 6th to 11th February next.

Joseph and Fernand Lafarge, collectors from the city of 
Amiens
The story of the Lafarge family is one of a successful French entrepreneurial business 
dynasty.  In 1764, Jean Lafarge, freshly arrived from his native Cantal builds a modest 
umbrella factory in Amiens. The family business develops over the nineteenth century: 
dozens of branches are opened across Northern France. In the early twentieth century, 
leather goods supplant umbrellas and the Lafarge business, actively developed by 
Joseph Lafarge, opens new shops until Joseph’s death in 1962.  He launches the 
collection, acquiring several sculpted and painted pieces by Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux 
(1827-1875).

In 1962, his three sons take over the business, one of them being Fernand Lafarge. 
While chairing the first conglomerate merging France’s leading leather good 
companies, Fernand Lafarge considerably increases his collection until his death in 
2013. Living with his family in their hotel particulier nestled at the foot of the Amiens 
cathedral, his artistic taste was undoubtedly nurtured by the secular building’s 
ornamental sculptures, as they were by the archaeological pieces bequeathed by 
the painter Albert Maignan (1845-1908) to the Museum of Picardy that he visited 
religiously.

CHAMPAGNE MERIDIONALE, circa 1525-1530
La  Vierge  à  l’Enfant
Gilt and polychrome limestone
Height: 115 cm
Estimate: €80,000 - 120,000

 JEAN-BAPTISTE CARPEAUX
Ugolin
Oil (gray) on panel 
66.5 x 53 cm
Estimate: €40,000 - 60,000

JEAN-BAPTISTE CARPEAUX
Ugolin
Bronze with brown nuanced patina
Height: 48 cm
Estimate: €100,000 - 150,000



, 

, 

Figures of the Middle Ages
Fernand Lafarge thus becomes enamoured with medieval sculpture, leaving a powerful 
impression on his collection. Among the set presented by Artcurial, a relief of Christ’s 
arrest, a sober and sincere carved stone Pietà from the 16th century (estimate: €15,000 
- 20,000) or an impressive limestone Virgin with child from the Champagne region, circa 
1525-1530, intact with its original polychrome (estimate: €80,000 - 120,000).

However, Fernand Lafarge did not merely collect statues of the Haute Époque. He 
also acquired a rare picture from a 15th century French painter, exhibited at the now 
legendary  Primitifs Francais Louvre exhibition in 1904: La Résurrection de Lazare, 
avec un donateur. Dated from the latter half of the 15th century, it illustrates Christ 
resurrecting Lazarus, following his death a few days prior. Martha and Mary, sisters 
of the deceased, are present as well as the Virgin and the apostles. It is not surprising 
that this piece in particular enthralled Fernand Lafarge, the sculpture enthusiast: the 
strength of the figures and the carefully drawn drapery folds echo the coats of the 
stone and wood saints which adorned the churches of the period (estimate: €300,000 - 
500,000).

Sculptors from the Period of Enlightenment and of 19th 

century
The collection, acting as a time capsule, will pause to pay tribute to the eighteenth 
century with two Clodion terra cottas (1738-1814) illustrating the early and latter days of 
the artist, represented by Cérès (estimate: €60,000 - 90,000) and an exceptional Lévrier 
which caused quite a stir amongst historians investigating Jean-Antoine Houdon (1741-
1828) (estimate: €30,000 - 50,000).

Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux (1827-1875) deeply marked the family, especially Fernand 
Lafarge who surrounded himself with significant works by the artist. The contemplation 
of La Mort de Carpeaux painted by Albert Maignan and exhibited at the Museum of 
Picardy undoubtedly pushed Fernand Lafarge to add on to the collection of Carpeaux 
sculptures inherited from his father. Among them, the bronze chef-model of Ugolin, 
famous tyrant of Pisa, locked in a tower with his children, condemned to starve to death 
(estimate: €100,000 - 150,000). Artcurial will also present the painted version of Ugolin 
in grisaille on panel, bringing further dimension to this emblematic figure in Carpeaux’s 
career. (estimate: €40,000 - 60,000).
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CLAUDE Michel aka CLODION
Cérès
Original terracotta
Height: 37.5 cm
Estimate: €60,000 - 90,000

PICARDIE OR BOURGOGNE
Second part of the 15th century
La résurection de Larare,with a donor
Oil on oak panel
60.5 x 80 cm
Estimate: €300,000 - 500,000



Modern Art and Primitive Arts 
Modern Art will be represented by several bronzes including a small gold-nuanced 
model, Baigneuse Accroupie by Antoine Bourdelle (1861-1929) (estimate: €15,000 
- 20,000) and a Buste d’une femme or Tête de Flore of Aristide Maillol (1861-1944), 
estimated €30,000 - 40,000.

Antiquity and primitive arts were also of interest to this family of assiduous collectors. 
A Vénus pudique anadyomène, in green patina bronze circa 2nd or 3rd century illustrates 
Roman art (estimate: €8,000- 12,000) while a sculpted wood Femme assise sur un socle 
en pyramide from Solomon Islands, probably from the 19th century will highlight Oceanic 
art (estimate €15,000- 20,000). African and pre-Columbian arts will also hold an 
important place in this collection with pieces such as Personnage assis in ceramics from 
the classical period of the Veracruz culture, 450-650 BCE. from the Mexico Gulf coast 
(estimate €10,000- 15,000).

ARISTIDE MAILLOL
Buste   de   femme    ou    Tête    de    
Flore
bronze, sand-cast iron with dark maho-
gany brown patina
Height: 38 cm
Estimate: €30,000 - 40,000

SOLOMON ISLANDS
Probably 19th century
Femme assise sur un socle en pyramide
Carved and patina wood
Height: 46 cm
Estimate: €15,000 - 20000
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL
16th & 17th April 2019: auction The Golden Era of Danish painting,
   A French collection

27th April 2019: Comic Strips auction

ABOUT ARTCURIAL 
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthens its 
position as leader on the international art market in 2018. With 2 sales venues located 
in Paris and Monaco, the House totalled 195.3 million euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

USEFUL INFORMATION
Auction on Wednesday 27th March 2019, at 6pm

Exhibit preview from 6th to 11th February 2019
Public exhibition from 23rd to 26th March 2019

Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

HD visual available on request
Estimates in dollar provided for information purposes only  www.artcurial.com
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