
PRESS RELEASE - COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL MARTINE DRAWINGS

On 27th April, during its Comic Book auction, 
Artcurial will disperse a collection of 27 
original illustrations from the Marcel Marlier 
illustrated book series Martine. Presented for 
the first time on the art market, the works are 
directly issued from the illustrator’s family. 
First appearing in the 1950’s and met with 
resounding success, the much-loved heroine 
has entertained generations of readers with 
more than 100 million albums sold, translated 
into 30 languages.
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PRESS RELEASE - COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL MARTINE DRAWINGS

PARIS - During its upcoming Comic Book auction on April 27th, Artcurial will disperse 
a collection of original illustrations from the Adventures of Martine, for the very first 
time. The 27 previously privately-owned drawings come directly from Marcel Marlier’s 
family and have never before been presented at auction.  Each drawing carries an 
estimate of between €4000 and €7000.

The drawings will be exhibited during a sneak-preview at Artcurial Belgium, in 
Brussels, from 27th to 30th March.

Marcel Marlier, Martine’s illustrator 
Marcel Marlier (1930-2011) was only 21 years old when he began his career as a 
children’s book illustrator for Casterman. The famous Belgian editor of the Adventures 
of Tintin, commissioned the cover drawings for the La Contesse de Ségur collection. In 
1954, Casterman asks author Gilbert Delahaye and illustrator Marcel Marlier to create 
a female character for 5 to 8-year-old children.

Martine was thus born, a ten-year-old little girl whose adventures anchored in 
anecdotal, everyday life rapidly struck a chord with the little girls of the time.  Martine,  
always smiling, eager to learn and interested in everything happening around her 
reflects the enthusiastic spirit of the baby boomers. She discovers nature, coexists 
with animals, has fun with her friends, practices sports and is constantly in motion.

Marcel Marlier’s talent lies in knowing exactly how to speak to children: the drawings 
are realistic, with just enough detail to highlight attitudes, movements and scenery. 
He works with a wide spectrum of dense colours with the same efficiency as a poster 
designer. The images are direct, familiar and immediately promise an adventure to the 
young reader.

Martine on the farm, Martine at the seaside, Martine takes the train : success is 
immediate and the stories flow.  An editorial phenomenon, sixty albums come to life, 
at the rate of one or two albums per year. More than 65 million copies are sold in the 
French language and 35 million in foreign languages.

MARCEL MARLIER
Martine, petit rat de l’opéra - Tome 22
Colour ink on paper for the double plate 1 
and 2 of this album published in 1972 by 
Editions Casterman and partially re- pro-
duced as a cover to the 1993 and 2016 edi-
tion from the same editor
29,8 x 31,2 cm
Estimate: 4 000 - 6 000 €

GILBERT DELAHAYE - MARCEL MARLIER

MARCEL MARLIER
Martine en avion - Tome 15
Gouache on paper for sheet 7 of the album published 
in 1965 by Editions Casterman 
27 x 32,5 cm
Estimate: 4 000 - 6 000 €
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27 original Martine illustrations
A board of the young heroine’s adventures will be offered at auction on April 27th, 
including a number of gouaches on paper of Martine à la mer, at times depicting her 
eating an ice cream, then running behind a small dog on the beach or other gouaches 
from Martine à la montagne where the little girl skis or ice skates,  and works illustrating 
Martine at the fair, at the Circus, taking the boat or at the park (estimate: €4,000 - 
6,000/ €5,000 - 7,000).

Drawings created to illustrate album covers complete this collection.  Among them, the 
cover of Martine en bateau published in 1961, Martine et les 4 saisons in 2002, Martine 
au cirque in 1985, Martine, le petit rat de l’opéra in 1993 and 2016 and Martine monte à 
cheval in 1965. Each carries an estimate of €4,000 - 6,000 and was published by Editions 
Casterman.

A colour ink on paper will also be proposed at auction. From the album Martine à la foire 
and depicting Martine on a carousel, the design has been partially reproduced on the 
covers of the albums published in 1986 and 2005 and has also been used for a puzzle 
illustration (estimate: €4,000 - 6,000).

PRESS RELEASE - COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL MARTINE DRAWINGS

MARCEL MARLIER
Martine à la mer, Tome 3
Gouache on paper for Sheet 9 of the album pu-
blished in 1955 by Editions Casterman 
21 x 24,1 cm
Estimate: 5 000 - 7 000 €

MARCEL MARLIER
Martine et les 4 saisons, Tome 11
Gouache on paper for Sheet 11 of the album 
published in 1962 by Casterman and partially 
reproduced for the cover of the 2002 edition 
by the same publisher
21 x 25 cm
Estimate: 4 000 - 6 000 €



The 16th & 17th april 2019 : auction Le siècle d’or de la peinture danoise, 
                                                                                Une collection française

The 5th may 2019 : auction Don’t believe the Hype
                                                           Collection particulière d’Urban Art, Paris

ABOUT ARTCURIAL
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. 
With 2 sales venues located in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million 
euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York.
In October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

INFORMATIONS 
Auction on 27th april 2019, at 2 pm

Exhibiton from 27th to 30th march 2019
Artcurial Belgique - 5 avenue Franklin Roosevelt - 1050 Bruxelles

Exhibiton from 24th to 26th april 2019
Artcurial - 7, rond-point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL
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alguerin@artcurial.com

Director of external relations
Jean Baptiste Duquesne 
+33 (0)1 42 99 20 76
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