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On March 27th, Artcurial will host three 
auctions during the Salon du Dessin. 
In addition to the Fernand Lafarge Collection, 
a tribute to Sculpture, the Old Master 
department will hold an auction entirely 
devoted to Terracotta and other Sculptures, 
and one to painting Paintings and drawings 
including a Simon Vouet pastel, an ink by 
Baccio Bandinelli, paintings by Corneille de 
Lyon, François Boucher and Pieter Brueghel 
the Younger.
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PARIS - The Old Master auction will be conducted by Matthew Fournier, Director of the 
Department, on March 27th. The auction will include 400 lots for an overall estimate of 
€4 M.

Organized during the Salon du Dessin in Paris, it will present a superb collection of 
Italian and French drawings which will precede the sale of 50 terracotta and other 
sculptures and be followed by the auction of a hundred paintings.

A conference held by Bruno Saulnier presenting Guy François monography, recently 
published in Arthena will take place on Saturday 23rd March at 5 pm.

Terracotta & other sculptures
We have focused our attention on a remarkable piece by Augustin Pajou (1730 - 1809), 
Amour Chevauchant un lion, terracotta, bearing the inscription «Pajou, sculpteur du roi, 
1779, 26 x 24.50 x 9.50 cm. Exquisitely delicate, this allegory representing the power 
of love, the trace of which was lost since 1925 appears from a private collection from 
the Southwest of France and is accompanied by extensive bibliography (est: €70,000 - 
100,000).

Italian drawings
The auction provides an exceptional study in pen and brown ink, Nus masculin debout 
(back and front), 40 x 27 cm, Baccio Bandinelli (1493 - 1560). The great Florentine 
sculptors hatched pen technique is inspired by that of Michelangelo. On the front, the 
outraged figure is typically Mannerist and recalls the poses Bandinelli gave to Christ 
and to the thief on the right in his bronze relief La Descente de Croix, at the Louvre (est: 
€30,000 - 40,000).

This will be followed by a Giulio Romano drawing (1495 -1546) in pen and brown ink, 
brown wash, on black pencil stroke, Ulysses et Nausicaa, 40 x 29 cm, estimate €30,000 
- 40,000. This is a one-of-a kind preparatory drawing for a painting attributed to Giulio 
Romano and Luca Scaletti, painted in Mantua for the ruling family of the Gonzagues.

The auction will continue with an Album Amicorum comprising 60 pages of 247 
drawings by Giovanni Battista Ricci da Novara, aka Novara (circa 1537 - 1627), in 
varying techniques: black pencil, sanguine, pen, wash, white gouache highlights (est. 

BACCIO BANDINELLI (1493 - 1560) 
Male nude standing (recto et verso)
Pen and brown ink
Estimate : 30 000 - 40 000 €

SIMON VOUET (1590 - 1649) 
Portrait de femme en buste 
à la couronne de fleurs
Pastel and black stone on beige paper 
Estimate 80 000 - 120 000 €



€25,000 - 30,000). Most of the drawings represent copies of ancient Italian masters and 
masters of his generation. In Rome, the artist works in Sixtus V (1585 to 1590) sites, for 
the decoration of the Lateran Palace, Vatican Library and Quirinale Palace. The Louvre’s 
Department of Graphic Arts owns several of his drawings.

An Etude Saint Francois by Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo (1727 - 1804), in sanguine and 
white chalk highlights on blue paper with a drapery study on the back, 35,50 x 27 cm, 
comes from a Parisian private collection; it has appeared in numerous exhibitions, 
namely in Princeton in 1961, Minneapolis in 1962 and Stockholm 1962/63 and has been 
the subject of several publications, in particular by George Knox (est. €30,000 - 40,000).

French drawings
Following suite of the exceptional three pastels sold by Artcurial on 21st March 2018, 
French drawings have this year yet again been dominated by a pastel by Simon Vouet 
(1590 - 1649), Portrait de femme en buste à la couronne de fleurs, pastel and black stone 
on beige paper, 27.5 x 21 cm, estimate €80,000 - 120,000. It figured in the Simon Vouet 
inventory and was sourced from the collection belonging to Camille de Tournon, earl of 
Simiane, peer of France. Appointed painter to the king, Simon Vouet fulfils one glorious 
commission after the other. Louis XIII commissioned a number of portraits of his 
entourage, all in pastel. Vouet pastels can be found at the Louvre, the Offices, the Getty 
Museum and the Metropolitan Museum in New York.

Joseph Vernet (1714 - 1789) acquired a well-established reputation as a maritime 
painter as early as 1739. The auction includes two Études de vaisseaux, pen and sepia 
ink, grey wash on black pencil, 46 x 37 cm (est. €12,000 -15,000 and €8,000 - 12,000). In 
1743, he was elected member of the Academy of Saint Luc in Rome, then in 1746 he is 
accepted as member of the Royal Academy of Painting and sculpture. This «vessel» can 
be compared to a drawing kept at the Cabinet des Dessins of the Louvre museum.

The auction also presents a pen and Indian ink drawing by Jean-François Millet (1814 
- 1875) La précaution maternelle, 28 x 22 cm, from the Edmond Gosselin collection (est. 
€60,000 - 80,000). It is a large sized-drawing in comparison to other works by the artist 
and is included amongst the three or four examples drawn using ink. It is a preparatory 
study for the cliché-verre of the same name, created in 1862.

The auction will also include 18th and 19th century French drawings: Jean- Baptiste 
Oudry, Gabriel of Saint Aubin, Hubert ROBERT, François Boucher, Eugène Delacroix …
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FRANÇOIS BOUCHER
Le repas de la basse-cour

Oil on canvas
Estimate : 200 000 - 300 000 € 

JEAN-FRANÇOIS MILLET 
La précaution maternelle

Pen and Indian ink 
Estimate : 60 000 - 80 000 €



French painting
After the dazzling success obtained last November by the Portrait d’un gentillhomme 
de la cour de Francois 1er by Corneille de la Haye, aka Corneille de Lyons which sold 
for €492,600 / $556,638, Artcurial’s Old Master department presents the Portrait d’une 
dame de la cour de François Ier, a small oil on panel, 16 x 12 cm, circa 1540 (est. €150,000 
- 200,000). During this period, the artist is painter for the Dauphin (future Henri II); 
he painted members of the Court and the royal family. The name of the young woman 
remains unknown, but the richness of her garments and her attitude indicate a person 
of high rank. Research suggests that she could be a member of Dauphine Catherine 
de Medici’s inner circle. Two other versions of this portrait exist, one in the Pushkin 
Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow, the other in a private collection.

The Century of the Enlightenment is illustrated in all its grace and seduction with a 
François Boucher (1703-1770) painting, Le repas de la basse-cour, 80 x 64.5 cm. At the 
end of the 1740’s, Boucher introduced charming figures of children in peasant garb 
to brighten up his bucolic scenes; this initiative proved to be a great success. Dated in 
the last years of the artist’s career, this painting illustrates the resumption of a theme 
very dear to him, that he will decline in several versions. From a private collection, this 
canvas carries an estimate of €200,000 - 300,000.

The portion of the auction devoted in the 19th century includes of a canvas by Luc-
Olivier Merson (1846-1920), Grand Prize of Rome in 1869. The artist creates a piece that 
merges with the pictorial synthesis of first Post-Impressionists. Le repos pendant la fuite 
en Egypte makes a deep impact at the 1879 Salon and was purchased by an American 
collector. Merson will produce two other paintings of this composition, one displayed at 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Nice, the second auctioned here. This piece, an inspiration 
to many artists, carries an estimate of €25,000 - 35,000.

Works by Honoré Daumier, Jean-François Millet, Felix ZIEM follow ...

Dutch painting
Dutch painting is beautifully represented with L’Annonciation by Pieter Coecke van Aelst 
(1502 - 1550), estimate €80,000 -120,000, followed by a small-format canvas on panel 
(16.5 cm diameter) by Pieter Brueghel the Younger (1564 - 1637), Qui s’y frotte s’y piques, 
illustration of a Flemish proverb, from a private Milanese collection (est. €60,000 - 
80,000), as well as an exceptional Autoportrait by David Teniers (1610 - 1690), painted on 
copper, 21.30 x 16.50 cm, from a private Parisian collection (est. : €50,000 - 80,000).
 

CORNEILLE DE LA HAYE, 
AKA CORNEILLE DE LYON
Portrait d’une dame 
de la cour de François Ier

Oil on panel 
Estimate : 150 000 - 200 000 €

PIETER BRUEGHEL LE JEUNE 
Qui s’y frotte s’y pique
Oil on oak panel
Estimate : 60 000 - 80 000 €
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL
The 27th March 2019 : auction Un hommage à la sculpture, 
               collection Fernand Lafarge                                                                           

The 27th April 2019 : auction Comic Strips

ABOUT ARTCURIAL
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. 
With 2 sales venues located in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million 
euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York.
In October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

INFORMATION
Auction on Wednesday 27th March 2019, at 6 pm and 7 pm

Exhibition from 23rd to 26th March 2019

Artcurial - 7, Rond-point of the Champs Elysees - 75008 Paris 

HD visual available upon request
Catalogs available online on www.artcurial.com
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