
PRESS RELEASE - MARTIN MARGIELA

Following the retrospective held at both the 
Palais Galliera, Paris’s Fashion Museum, and 
the Margiela/Hermès exhibition at MAD - 
Museum of Decorative Arts, Artcurial now 
pays tribute to the Belgian genius of fashion, 
Martin Margiela. From the 6th to the 11th 

March 2019, pieces signed by the brilliant 
designer will be presented at the Only online 
auction, gathering approximately 200 rare 
or exceptional pieces, both clothing and 
accessories, created between 1989 and 2009.

ONLY ONLINE AUCTION - MARCH 6TH TO MARCH 11TH 2019

https://www.linkedin.com/company/artcurial/
https://www.instagram.com/artcurial__/
https://www.facebook.com/artcurial/
https://twitter.com/Artcurial
https://www.artcurial.com/en/


PRESS RELEASE - ONLY ONLINE AUCTION MARTIN MARGIELA

ONLY ONLINE - From March 6th to March 11th 2019, Artcurial pays tribute to Martin 
Margiela in a retrospective and exclusive auction gathering together more than 
200 exceptional pieces from this phantasmagoric and fantastic creator, a genuine 
conceptual designer who incessantly defied his era and questioned his role as a 
creator: oversized volumes, deconstructed then reconstructed clothing, recycled 
clothing or fabrics, replicated models... This auction presented a unique opportunity 
to gather several private collections, including that of Quidam de Revel.

The sneak-preview of the prestigious lots included in this Parisian exhibition will be 
held from 26th February to 6th March 2019 at Artcurial’s headquarters, in partnership 
with Christophe Brunnquell, former artistic director of the magazine Purple from 
1993 to 2007.

The central figure of a veritable mise en abymes, the pioneer of up-cycling finds 
himself yet again at centre stage while his now established creativity reached peak 
value on the vintage market.

During this sale-event, collectors will be given the opportunity to acquire the pattern 
of a jacket assembled in industrial tear-proof paper (Fall-Winter 1997/98), estimate 
€1,500 - 2,500, a plastic adhesive dress dust-cover (Fall-Winter 1992/93), estimate 
€2,000 - 3,000, or accessories such as boots covered with flesh coloured jersey (Fall-
Winter 2007/2008), estimate €800 -1,200) or an «Airman» necklace (Spring-Summer 
2007), estimate €200 - 400.

«The year 2019 marks a double anniversary: the birth of Maison 
Martin Margiela in 1989 and the departure of its founder in 
2009. We very much wished to pay tribute to the revolutionary 
and creative tidal wave that is Margiela, one which continues to 
question and influence the fashion world today . »

Pénélope Blanckaert, 
Hermes Vintage & Fashion Arts Director



     

Margiela through the eyes of Quidam Revel
How and why did you acquire such an extensive collection?
QdR: In 2008-2009, the opportunity arose to acquire 300 or 400 pieces all at once. We did 
not hesitate, we took the lot! At a time when the market was more focused on Dior or 
Balenciaga, as collectors and resellers, the decision was easily made to concentrate on 
Martin Margiela. Furthermore, in 2009, he was stepping down as director of his house, 
signifying the end of an era; we already felt that it was necessary to preserve his work.

What represents Maison Martin Margiela?
QdR: Martin Margiela is first and foremost about spirit! It is a stringent fashion house, 
making radical proposals beyond all conventional thinking, with a sense of provocation 
and independence of spirit. What we particularly love with him, is that he always 
expressed himself through his collections without ever revealing himself. He has 
never put himself forward and anonymously created clothing for women and men who 
displayed themselves daily. By introducing vintage into his creations, he brought to light 
ethical fashion, a precursor to «recyclable» well before the new trend of green washing. 
As collectors of vintage garments, it was an evidence for us to focus on its work.

What are the most emblematic pieces of your collection?
QdR: The Oversize suede skirt, spring-summer 2000
«Oversize or Undersize: il faut choisir»: It is probably one of our favourite pieces from 
the collection. The extra-wide garment rotates around the body, creating a silhouette 
that totally breaks with 1990’s fashion; both thin and sculptural.

The «Fragile» shoes, Spring-summer 2006
«Haute Couture»: This dynamic fashion show reveals unfinished clothing. The shoes 
were completed with Scotch tape, directly applied backstage on the model. We love the 
spontaneous and mastered spirit of his crafts collections!

Look 1, Automne-Hiver 2007-2008
« Sexy – Punk 80 » : «Sexy - Punk 80»: The stature accentuated to the extreme by 
shoulder pads is underlined by a padlock pendant covered in flesh-coloured jersey. 
We love this silhouette which is perhaps one of the most emblematic of all of Martin 
Margiela’s pieces.

PRESS RELEASE - ONLY ONLINE AUCTION MARTIN MARGIELA

HOUSE MARTIN MARGIELA
(Autumn-winter 2007/08) 
Ligne Blanche, white tee-
shirt XXL
Estimate: € 500 - 800 

Maison Martin Margiela (spring-summer 2006)
Pumps covered with hand-applied  «Fragile» adhesive, 
estimate: € 1,200 - 2,200

HOUSE MARTIN MARGIELA (Autumn-winter 2000/01)
Ligne Blanche, skirt «size 78» in brown suede
estimate: € 1, 000 - 1,500 
 

http://www.artcurial.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL

The 8th, 9th and 10th February 2019: Auction Retromobile 2019 by Artcurial motorcarss

From 13th to 18th February 2019, Only Online: Auction Fashion Arts
     Part I: Mode 60s & 70s and accessories
     Part II: Mode 80s & 90s and accessories

The 13th March 2019: Auction XXth Century interiors

ABOUT ARTCURIAL
Paris-based multidisciplinary auction house Artcurial, founded in 2002, strengthened 
its position as leader on the international art market in 2018. 
With 2 sales venues located in Paris and Monaco, the House totaled 195.3 million 
euros revenue in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York.
In October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

INFORMATION
Exhibition from 26th February to 6th March 2019 at Artcurial.
Appointments can be scheduled to see pieces not exhibited in the catalogue.

Auction Only Online from 6th to 11th March 2019 

HD images available on request
Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com
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