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Lot 16,Eugène GIRARDET,La Gazelle apprivoisée , oil on canvas, €300,400 / 
$342,456  including fees (estimate: €250,000 – 350,000 )

On December 30th, Artcurial ushered 
out 2018 with the third edition of 
Paris#Marrakech. Ten new world records 
at auction were recorded for the orientalist 
Théodore Frère, and contemporary artists 
Africans Seydou Keïta and Abdoulaye 
Konate. The auction was held during the first 
Marrakech Art Week which brought together 
12 of the Red City’s most influential cultural 
representatives.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/artcurial/
https://www.instagram.com/artcurial__/
https://www.facebook.com/artcurial/
https://twitter.com/Artcurial
https://www.artcurial.com/


PARIS#MARRAKECH III – AUCTION RESULTS FROM 30TH DECEMBER 2018, IN DUPLEX WITH MARRAKECH

« For this third edition of Paris#Marrakech which comprised 10 new 
records, including 6 for African contemporary art, Artcurial reinforces 
its leading position in Marrakech and its ability to develop the market.
The inception of the Marrakech Art Week has been a success and will 
return next year with even more depth and diversity. This new major 
cultural event created by Artcurial will continue to develop.»

Olivier Berman, Associate Director
Orientalism and African contemporary art, Artcurial 

PARIS - On 30th December 2018, Artcurial hosted its third edition of the 
Paris#Marrakech auction, in duplex with Marrakech. Led by François Tajan and 
comprising one hundred lots, the three-chaptered session included orientalist 
and African contemporary art and totaled €1,890,040 / $2,154,645 in sales.

An exceptional private Italian orientalist collection, entitled From Constantinople 
to Tangier, an Italian enthusiast’s collection launched this edition while embarking 
the bidders on a voyage around the Mediterranean. It resulted in 3 world records 
at auction including for Théodore Frère whose Grande Caravane de la Mecque 
(lot 3) sold for €195,000 / $222,300 including fees, or John Paul Sinibaldi whose 
Salammbo (lot 21) went home to a new owner for €182,000 / $207,480.

French Orientalist painter, Eugène Girardet was awarded the highest bid of the 
auction with his oil on canvas La Gazelle Apprivoisée (lot 16), one of the renowned 
artists most important works, reaching €300,400 / $342,456 including fees. 

The second orientalist module, Majorelle and his contemporaries, highlighted the 
artist Chaïbia with the oil on canvas Les Spectateurs de Tennis created in 1987 
(lot 68) which reached €78,000/ $88,920 including fees.

The closing module, African spirit, dedicated to contemporary African art was 
awarded 6 new world records at auction. The Chérif Samba acrylic and glitter 
on canvas, J’aime la couleur (lot 91) was snapped up at €91,000/ $103,740, well 
beyond its estimate, while artist Bodys Isek Kingelez pulverized the record set 
the previous year by Artcurial with his work Pacific Art (lot 86) which reached 
€71,500 / $81,510. Seydou Keïta, Abdoulaye Konate and Billie Zangewa also set 
record prices.

The success of the Marrakech Art Week’s first edition organized by Artcurial 
and Olivier Berman must be mentioned. Twelve key players from the Red City 
cultural scene (Yves Saint Laurent Museum, Gallery 127, Dar El Bacha, etc...) 
joined forces during a week of special programs. New participants have already 
expressed interest for the upcoming 2019 edition.

BODYS ISEK KINGELEZ, Pacific Art - 1989, cardboard, wood, paper, bonding and plastic, 
€71,500 / $81,510 including fees (estimates: €60,000 – 80, 000 €)
WORLD RECORD FOR A PIECE BY THE ARTIST SOLD AT AUCTION
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Orientalism
Auction results  €1,381,350/ $1,574,739 
€1 = $ 1,14     Auction estimate: : € 3 305 500 

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE
(estimations en euros) BUYER

16 Eugène GIRARDET, La gazelle apprivoisée, 1879,
oil on canvas

€ 300 400 / $ 342 456 
(est : 250 000 - 350 000)

European 
Customer

3
Théodore FRERE, Grande caravane de la Mecque, 
oil on canvas 
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

€ 195 000 / $ 222 300 
(est : 150 000 - 200 000)

Middle Eastern 
collector 

21
Jean-Paul SINIBALDI, Salammbô, 1885, 
oil on canvas
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

€ 182 000 / $ 207 480
(est : 150 000 - 200 000) 

Middle Eastern 
collector

20 Stefano USSI, Vers la Mecque, oil on canvas
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

€ 123 500 / $ 140 790 
(est : 100 000 - 150 000) 

Middle Eastern 
collector

68 CHAÏBIA (Chaïbia TALAL dit), Spectateurs de Tennis, 
1987, oil on canvas 

€ 78 000 / $ 88 920 
(est : 40 000 - 60 000)

European 
collector

RTCURIAL
HD visuals available on request - Prices shown including fees

African Spirit
Auction totals   € 508 690 / $ 579 906
€1 = $ 1,14   Estimate of the sale : € 649 000 

LOT DESCRIPTION PRICE
(estimations en euros) BUYER

91 Chéri SAMBA, J’aime la couleur, 2004, acrylic and 
glitter on canvas

 € 91 000 / $ 103 740 
(est : 70 000 - 100 000) African collector

86
Bodys Isek KINGELEZ, Pacific Art, 1989, cardboard, 
wood, paper, collage and plastic
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

 € 71 500 / $ 81 510 
(est : 60 000 - 80 000)

European 
collector

97
Seydou KEÏTA, Sans titre (L’Odalisque), tirage 
argentique, 1956-1957
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

 € 63 700 / $ 72 618 
(est : 50 000 - 70 000) 

European 
collector

75
Abdoulaye KONATE, Tafo ou la force du verbe, 1995, 
tissu, coquillages, drapeau et calebasses
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

 € 54 600  / $ 62 244 
(est :  40 000 - 50 000) 

European 
collector

95 Billie ZANGEWA, Exquisite Fantasy, 2014, soie
World record for a work by the artist sold at auction

 € 42 900  / $ 48 906 
(est :  15 000 - 20 000)

European 
Customer

http://www.artcurial.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ARTCURIAL
20th janvier: auction MORE

From 23rd to 25th January in Monaco: auction Clocks and Watches, Jewelry, Hermès Winter 
Collection

From 8th to 10th February: auction Retromobile 2019 by Artcurial motorcars

ABOUT ARTCURIAL 
Founded in 2002, Artcurial, a multidisciplinary auction house based in Paris, reinforces 
its leading position on the international art market in 2018. With 3 sales venues in Paris, 
Monte-Carlo, the House totals 195.3 million euros in sales volume in 2018.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network abroad 
with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna as well 
as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In October 
2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com
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