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Recently, in the past weeks, activist artist Banksy 
continues to send choc waves throughout the art 
world. On November 19th, during the Urban Art 
auction, Artcurial will present landmark pieces 
from the controversial artist who has shaken 
the foundations of the art market and of social 
media.  With an estimate of €50,000 - 350,000, 
Kill Mom?  from 2003 is one of the most 
emblematic pieces by the artist. It encompasses 
Banksy’s satirical and corrosive humour, 
combining the image of childhood and latent 
violence.  
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PARIS – On November 19th 2018, Artcurial will host an auction of vital importance for 
urban art collectors with an event including 64 lots paying tribute to the masters of 
the Movement: historical Dondi White, Richard Hambleton with a 1982-85 Shadow 
Head (estimate: €45,000 - 55,000), Keith Haring, the more contemporary Kaws,
Shepard Fairey with Bob Marley slave driver from 2015, estimate €25,000 - 35,000, 
JonOne, Dran and Invader.

Artcurial’s Urban Art Department is also delighted to present at auction a unique 
Banksy piece, Kill Mom?. This stencil and aerosol on cardboard created in 2003 carries 
an estimate of between €250,000 and 350,000.

Banksy works are the most followed and raise the most comments and criticism on 
the entire urban scene. A mystifying personality for some, he is first and foremost 
an anti-capitalist and anti-establishment artist who denounces the system and 
current societal trends and the downwards spiral of a civilisation focused on image, 
appearance, and the superficial.

Banksy has become the undisputed master in satirical social humour.  His works take 
the spectator by surprise, capture their attention, somehow allowing it to become an 
integral part of the work itself. He is therefore forced to reflect on the meaning of the 
piece, on their humour and their derision which all point towards societal issues.  In 
this sense Banksy pieces are engaged and engaging.

Kill Mom? is a direct echo of this thinking. In it we recognise Banksy’s satirical and 
corrosive attitude, combining the image of childhood and latent, underlying violence. 
Could childhood innocence be a myth, a figment of the imagination?  Our society 
sometimes pretends to believe this, Banksy gives it a completely different 
interpretation. 

« I use art to challenge the order of the establishment, but maybe I 
simply use contestation to promote my works. »

Banksy

BANKSY
Kill Mom?, 2003
Stencil and aerosol paint on cardboard, 
Unique piece
estimate : € 250, 000 - 350, 000 



Keith Haring Subway Drawings
Haring’s style is immediately recognisable and has benefited from graffiti 
culture, although he was never regarded as a graffer. In the early 1980’s, 
Haring noticed empty advertising spaces in the New York City underground, 
covered with black paper. He immediately bought chalk and began drawing. 
He often used white chalk and worked during the day so he could interact 
with his audience.

Haring drew more than 5 000 chalk «subway drawings» during a five years 
period, between 1980 and 1985. He created characters such as the barking 
dog, which figure on two subway drawings auctioned by Artcurial (estimate: 
€15,000 – 20,000). His illustrations became promotional tools, placing him 
under the spotlight and helping launch his gallery career.

The auction will also include marker on paper drawings such as 
Dancers,1988 estimate €10,000 - 15,000 and a 1983 gouache on paper 
from the Tony Shafrazi Gallery (estimate: €25,000 - 35,000), one of the first 
galleries to carry Keith Haring’s work. 

Haring’s arrival in New York coincided with a profusion of graffiti in 1978-
79, a time at which artists covered subway cars, walls and storefront 
facades throughout the entire city. This is the case of he who is considered 
one the most praised «writers», Dondi White.

His career begins in the early 1970’s when he founds the CIA (Crazy Inside 
Artists) in 1977-78, working on underground lines. Martha Cooper shadows 
him, rapidly making him one of the characters in Subway Art in which she 
reproduces several of his trains. He exhibits in galleries as early as 1981 
and is the main exhibitor in the Fun Gallery in 1982. Dondi’s mission is 
clearly described in Above ground / Underground. 

Towards the end of his life, Dondi stops working on canvas, creating a 
series of rare collages which are considered the quintessence of his art and
the apogee of his style. We recognise his favourite technique in Eyes Of Il 
Vecchio, 1992 (estimate: €100,000 - 150,000), a meticulous collage work on 
printed architecture boards, combined with pencil stroke to highlight the 
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KAWS
Without title, 1999
Acrylic on canvas
estimate : 25 000 - 35 000 € 

KEITH HARING
Untitled, 1983, 
from : Tony Shafrazi Gallery
estimate : 25 000 - 35 000 € 



forms and figures of his subjects and thematic as explained by Valerian 
Mondot in a text on the artist’s work.

The influence of Pop Culture
Contemporary Urban Artists have infused Pop culture into Street Art, 
shaking the foundations of society between 1980 and 2000.
This is the case for Kaws and Invader.

In the 1990’s, Kaws is discovered with a series of diverted advertising 
posters. Initially a graffiti artist in the late 1990’s, he starts by tagging 
eventually substituting his tags with what will become his icons: skull 
and crossbones and crosses.  We recognize them on the 1999 paintings 
presented by Artcurial between €25,000 and 35,000. Influenced by Pop 
Culture, diversion is the cornerstone of his work; the Michelin Bibendum 
becomes Chum, Mickey is The Companion. His universe is populated 
with popular imagery characters, Astroboy, Hello Kitty, The Simpsons, 
Spongebob Squarepants… He hails the aesthetics of American kitsch.

In 1978, Toshiro Nishikadoin creates the arcade game Space Invader. 
Invader appropriates its characters and their digital world, transposing 
them on the walls of the planet’s mega-cities. He does not limit himself to 
illustrate a submerging culture with mural illustration,
he creates a truly critical work with a material alienation to technology.  
He creates a poetic promenade throughout our cities and draws his work 
with a very effective network system.   Artcurial presents 4 of his pieces 
including Octopus, a green and orange mosaic from 2004 (estimate: 
€30,000 - 40,000).

BANKSY
Queen Vic, 2004,
Screen print on paper
estimate : € 3 500 - 4 000 
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INVADER
Octopus, 2004,  
estimate: 
€ 30 000 - 40 000



INVADER
Octopus, 2004,  
estimate: 
€ 30 000 - 40 000
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ABOUT ARTCURIAL
Founded in 2002, Artcurial, a multidisciplinary auction house based in Paris, reinforces 
its leading position on the international art market in 2017. With 3 sale venues in Paris, 
Monte-Carlo and Hong-Kong, the House totals 191.1 million euros in sales volume in 
2017.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network 
abroad with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna 
as well as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In 
October 2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Exhibition from Thursday 15th to Sunday 18th November 2018 
Auction on Monday, 19th November 2018, at 6pm

Artcurial - 7, Rond-Point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris

75008 Paris HD visual available on request
Online Catalog at www.artcurial.com
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