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On the occasion of the FIAC, Artcurial highlights 
urban culture by hosting the auction Search & 
Stop, collecting from Banksy to Mark Ryden.
The event will include approximately one 
hundred works all issued from the same 
private collection. Started 20 years ago, this 
comprehensive and uncompromising urban 
art collection stretches from the subversive and 
secretive Banksy to the strange enchanter, Mark 
Ryden. A true voyage through urban culture.
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PARIS - What better time than the FIAC to present a collection of the quintessence of 20th and 
21st century neo-pop and Urban art. The entire set of nearly one hundred pieces offered at 
auction by Artcurial on 24th October represents a minuscule yet extraordinarily representative 
part of a vast collection, carefully accumulated over a twenty-year period.

These pieces, a kaleidoscope of recent urban creation ranging from the toy to the sculpture, 
including silkscreens, have often been impressively staged, resulting in the pieces dialoguing 
with one another.  These scenography games, created by the collector, have notably been 
admired at Berlin or Malaga exhibitions.

By choosing to gather exclusively figurative works in his collection, the collector expresses his 
vision of urban art: an art mirror of everyday life, in a society steeped in the cult of the image. 
By their visual force, these pieces are transmitting messages and ideas that our collector 
shares with the artists. The Judgement (2015), a life-size sculpture by Cléon Peterson, is an 
emblematic pieces from this collection. Estimated at €80,000 - 120,000, it illustrates how 
violence and cruelty has become a media spectacle.

An exemplary approach of a collection to discover during the FIAC.

« We are delighted to present at auction this representative set of a 
novel manner to address the concept of a collection, both through the 
original work, the multiple or the toy. As maintained by our collector, 
we must all remain young at heart! After the C.R.E.A.M. auction last 
May, both enthusiasts and collectors will be invited to discover the 
works and objects of iconic artists from the contemporary scene, in full 
mutation »

Arnaud Oliveux, Auctioneer
Urban Art specialist, Artcurial

BANKSY
Stop and Search, 2007 
silkscreen on paper 
estimate: €30,000 - 35,000

A scenography view
of an exhibition of the collection
in Berlin, in 2012.



From the toy to the art object, an non-conformist collection
In the early 1980’s, a new artistic medium appears, «The Art Product» or Art 
Object. The idea of artists at the heart of this concept is not to create a unique 
piece of work, but a limited series of art objects which can be sold at affordable 
prices. KAWS, with his Companions made into toys,is the leader of this 
movement. Combining artistic creations and commercial spirit, he avoids the 
distinction between product and art.

A lover of toys since his early days, the initiator of this collection, unlike 
many children who grew up, never strayed far from this passion. This set of 
«collector» toys logically leads him to collect these «Art Objects» that he likes 
to accumulate in the manner of a game scene, created by a child. In 1999, he 
bought the first art-toy created by KAWS. From that day forth, the works of the 
artist take an important place in his collection, including Untitled (Miffy eating)
(package painting series) from 2001, estimate €70,000 - 90,000. The artist 
KAWS also becomes a close adviser to the collector, who almost exclusively 
purchases from artists that he personally knows. Works by Phil Frost also 
make their way into the collection such as Bust (2010/2012), estimate €10,000 - 
12,000. Here, the art object is elevated to the rank of a work of art, an approach 
more and more followed by museum institutions.

The toys and Arts Objects of this collection embody the refusal of an entire 
generation who grew up on pop-culture, to abandon their childhood.  Yet, 
another large portion of the pieces presented reveal another facet of this 
generation, one of advocacy and defiance. 

Banksy, Cleon Peterson ... A collection with contemporary 
protest messages 
Each piece of this collection has been chosen for its meaning, its symbolism. 
While some works embody the innocence of the Toy, other works, by Banksy, 
Cléon Peterson or Shephard Fairey, illustrate the criticism of an egocentric, 

BANKSY
Stop and Search, 2007 
silkscreen on paper 
estimate: €30,000 - 35,000

A scenography view
of an exhibition of the collection
in Berlin, in 2012.
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KAWS 
Untitled (Miffy eating) (package 
painting series), 2001,
Acrylic on canvas under shrink 
wrap and printed cardboard,
Estimate: €70,000 - 90,000

PHIL FROST
Bust, 2010-2012,
Acrylic, collage and stencil on 
canvas,
Estimate: €10,000 - 12,000



repressive and consumerist society. 

Banksy’s piece, Stop & Search, referred to in the title of this auction, denounces 
police surveillance through an allegory of the Wizard of Oz. This is emblematic 
of the artist’s work, who critically examines contemporary issues. This 2007 
serigraph carries an estimate of €30,000 - 35,000. Other work by Banksy 
presented during the auction, a copy of the 2004 silkscreen Queen Vic, estimate 
€3,500 - 4,000. This bold piece denounces the burlesque decisions of the 
monarchy, and in particular Queen Victoria’s stance on homosexuality. Banksy’s 
irreverent spirit could not be absented from this collection comprising street 
art’s greatest names.
Cléon Peterson and his fibre glass sculpture The Judgement (estimate €80,000 - 
120,000) also denounces societal violence.
The artist depicts a chaotic and frightening reality where police brutality reigns. 
Banksy and Peterson both denounce authority abuse exercised by the powers 
that be.

Mark Ryden, the culminating point of dreamlike collection

At the crossing of this collection, Mark Ryden brings to the table juvenile 
fantasy and critical messages. Often referred to as a quirky «Walt Disney», he 
is the leader of the new American Surrealists. He draws his inspiration from 
his childhood memories, creating enchanted pastel landscapes, populated 
with perverse, doll-like children, cute but mutilated animals and comical yet 
terrifying monsters.
Just as KAWS, Mark Ryden, Hollywood’s heartthrob, has chosen not to separate 
a work of art and a product. Thus, in parallel with his purely artistic endeavours, 
he has created album art for Michael Jackson and the Red Hot Chili Peppers.

BANKSY
Queen Vic, 2004,
Screenprint on paper
Estimate: €3,500 - 4,000
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CLEON PETERSON,
The Judgement, 2015, 
Fiber glass, 
estimate : 
€80 000 - 120 000 



In the 2007 Porcelain Angel of meat, estimate €15,000 - 20,000, we are faced 
with his poetic and disturbing universe. Ryden diverts mainly Christian religious 
symbols for a cynical and offbeat vision. Mark Ryden’s surrealism appears 
as a culminating point of this collection, in the image of today’s pop-culture 
consumer, he selects and combines subjects within a large diversity of heroes, 
symbols and popular stories.

MARK RYDEN
Angel of Meat, 2007 

Porcelain, 
estimate : €15 000 - 20 000 
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CLEON PETERSON,
The Judgement, 2015, 
Fiber glass, 
estimate : 
€80 000 - 120 000 
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ABOUT RTCURIAL 
Founded in 2002, Artcurial, a multidisciplinary auction house based in Paris, reinforces 
its leading position on the international art market in 2017. With 3 sale venues in Paris, 
Monte-Carlo and Hong-Kong, the House totals 191.1 million euros in sales volume in 
2017.
It covers the whole spectrum of major specialties: Beaux-Arts to decorative arts, 
collector automobiles, jewellery, collector timepieces, fine wines and spirits…
Resolutely turned toward the international market, Artcurial asserts its network abroad 
with representation offices in Brussels, Milan, Monte-Carlo, Munich and Vienna as well 
as a presence in Beijing and Tel Aviv, and biannual exhibitions in New York. In October 
2015, Artcurial organised its first sale in Hong Kong and in Morocco.

www.artcurial.com

RTCURIAL

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Exhibition from Thursday 18th to Sunday 21st October 2018.  

Auction on Wednesday 24th October 2018

Artcurial - 7, Rond-Point des Champs-Elysées - 75008 Paris 

HD visual available on request

Catalogues available online at www.artcurial.com

UPCOMING SALES AT ARTCURIAL
23 October: Auction Repertorio SOTTSASS

November 4: Auction Automobiles sur les Champs XVI

http://www.artcurial.com
http://www.artcurial.com

