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Artcurial will return this fall September 24
th

 2018, 

with a unique auction of ancient fireplaces, park and garden 

ornaments, sculptures and monumental statuary. Entitled 

Architecture & garden statuary, it is an ode to classic and 

bucolic exterior design. 

500 lots from the stone antiquarian Origines will be 

presented, with a variety of eclectic objects ranging from the 

mirror to the garden gate, ranging from the 17th century to 

our days.  

 

Time comes to a standstill near these stones steeped in 

history, these pieces having travelled through time such as 

this pair of sphinxes mounted by garlanded cherubs, Saint-

Maximin stone (estimate: €120, 000 - 160,000 /$ 140,400 - 

187,200). 

 

Enthusiasts and collectors will fall under the spell of these 

unique pieces, in particular by the finely carved and 

decorated fireplaces. 



 

The remarkable elements of architecture, the Italian 

Renaissance-style park ornament of the 19
th

 century, created 

by English architect John Shaw Jr, will delight both amateurs 

and collectors in search for harmonious and exquisitely 

executed pieces.  

 

Property of the Brooke family since the early of the 

eighteenth century until 1899, they carry an estimate of 

120,000 - 160,000 / $140,400 - 187,200.  

 

From 1850 onwards, Samuel Bendry Brooke undertakes the 

renovation of the Cowbridge House, and entrusts the work 

to famous architect John Shaw Jr. Revealed in 1840 after 

being awarded with the Naval School Royal (Goldsmiths 

University) reconstruction project, Shaw revisits Renaissance 

style, breaking with contemporary fashion, still engrossed 

with in Gothic style. For the Cowbridge House, he creates to 

the south a well-thought-out Italian-style terraced garden 

for which it creates this park ornament.  

Stone, noble and powerful material, has always brought a 

mysterious charm to the most beautiful parks and gardens.   

The pair of Sphinxes ridden with cherubs and garlands will 

be offered at an estimate of €120,000 - 160,000 / $140,400 - 

187,200, are reminisce of those created by Eugène 

Guillaume, adorning the entrance of the Musée de la Legion 

d'Honneur and of the mythical garden of the Chateau de 

Vaux-le-Vicomte. They are representative of a typical 

ornament in a French-style garden.  This pair of sphinx can 

also be close to that which once graced the terrace of the 

Royal Pavilion of Marly, destroyed during the Revolution.  

 

These stones live intensely, faced to States fickle of nature, in 

the image of those of a majestic kiosk of park of the XIX
th

 

century estimated 22 000 - 28 000 € / 23 400 - 32 760 $. The 

latter is opened by three arches , covered with a roof in shell 

and cache in its center a small basin.  

 

From the Field of Dunsborough Park in the United Kingdom, 

a center of Fountain in cast iron dated from the beginning of 

the 20
th

 century will also be presented (estimate 32 000 - 38 

000 € / 37 440 - 44 460 $). 



 

In white Carrara marble, the neoclassical Italian fireplaces 

presented during this auction are striking by their attention 

to detail.  Decorated with a frieze of roses, framed heads of 

lions, of acanthus leaves and surmounted by a putto 

sculpted in the marble statuary, it is estimated €46,000 - 

48,000 / $53,820 - 56,160. The ultimate refinement   

 

In a Renaissance style this time, a stone fireplace with a lintel 

carved with a of oves and rinceaux frieze will also be offered 

(estimate: €32,000 - 38,000 / $37,440 - 44,460). 
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