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On 11 June, Artcurial will host its spring auction 

dedicated to the art of Asia. The sale will include 200 lots 

from several private collections, all comprised of 

remarkable objects of outstanding quality. The auction will 

be separated into three chapters. The arts of Japan and 

Korea will open the sale with a 19
th

 century wooden box 

covered with lacquered buffalo horn (estimate: €5,000 – 

7,000 / $6,000 – 8,400).

 

Chinese art will follow with the presentation of a rare Qing 

dynasty enamelled copper food box, decorated with gold 

and silver leaf (estimate: €30,000 – 50,000 / $36,000 – 

60,000) and an album containing sixteen etchings by 

Giuseppe Castiglione, Ignatius Sichelbarth, Jean Denis 

Attiret and Jean Damascene representing Emperor 

Qianlong’s conquests (estimate: €25,000 – 30,000 / $30,000 

-36,000). 

 

The auction will come to an end with the presentation of 

art from South-Eastern Asia, with an important Shakyamuni 

Buddha head in grey schist, estimate €20,000 – 30,000/ 

$24,000 – 36,000. 200 lots will be presented, demonstrating 

an impressive selection of Asian artistic cultures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The first chapter of the auction will open with a selection of 

atifacts from Japan and Korea. From a  private collection, 

an Indian ink roll-painting on paper from 19
th

 century 

Japan, including ten scenes representing Portugese and 

Japanese training persian horses. An inspription at the base 

of the roll mentions: Training of Persian horses, estimate 

€5,000 – 7,000 / $6,000 – 8,400. 

 

From Korea, a wood box covered in lacquered buffalo horn 

(estimate €5,000 – 7,000 / $6,000 – 8,400 ) decorated with 

thin slivers of brightly coloured buffalo horn, a technique 

used at the Joeson period for lacquered objects. An 

identical box can be found at the Metropolitan Museum. 

 

The second chapter of the auction will be dedicated to 

Chinese art; a collection of 16
th

 and 17
th

 century porcelain: 

a Chinese blue and white porcelain vase from the 

Transition period will undoubtedly create a stir amongst 

enthusiasts (estimate: €10,000 – 15,000/ $12,000 – 18,000) 

alongside a green, red and blue enamelled porcelain vase 

from the Ming dynasty (estimate : €10,000 – 15,000 / 

$12,000 – 18,000). 

From the Pourtales collection, a large twelve-piece 

Coromandel lacquered screen from the Qing dynasty, once 

an ornament in the baron Albert de Dietrich villa Araucaria in 

Cannes (estimate: €10,000 – 15,000 / $12,000 – 18,000). 

 

Another treasure, an album of sixteen etchings 

representing Emperor Qianlong’s conquests (1769-1744) 

estimate €25,000 – 30,000 / $30,000 -36,000. After his 

conquests, Emperor Qianlong commissioned the drawings 

illustrating his military campaigns from four missionaries, 

Castiglione, Attiret, Damascène and Sickelpart, intending to 

have them etched.  

 

Very few examples of these sixteen etchings still exist in 

Europe. Two can be found at the Bibliothèque Nationale, 

another at the Musée Guimet, a fourth at the bibliothèque 

Mazarine and a fifth in Switzerland in the Necker collection.  

 

An extremely rare piece from a Parisian collection, 

originally from Buckingham Palace will be revealed: A food 

box covered in enamelled copper decorated with gold and 

silver leaf from the Qing dynasty, Qianlong period (1736-

1795) (estimate: €30,000 – 50,000 / $36,000 – 60,000). A 

superb Ming dynasty sculpted wood statue of Luohan 

(estimate de €20,000 – 30,000/ $24,000 – 36,000) and a 

collection of jade objects and jewellery will seduce 

enthusiasts. 

  



 
 

The final chapter of the auction will pay tribute to Greco-

Buddhist sculptures including an important Shakyamuni 

Buddha head in grey schist, estimate €20,000 – 30,000 / 

$24,000 – 36,000 and a grey schist Bodhisattva sculpture. 

Seated on a throne in a frontal position, the serene and 

mystical figure of Bodhisattva originates from a private 

Parisian collection, estimate €15,000 – 20,000 / $18,000 – 

24,000. 

A sculpture similar to Bodhisattva, sitting in the same 

position, bedecked in jewels with a similar hairdo can be 

found in a collection at the Tokyo Museum. 

 

Two Thangka, in coloured ink on canvas will represent 

Tibetan art (estimate: €10,000 – 15,000 / $12,000 – 18,000), 

the first depicting 6 Arhats under the shade of a great tree, 

the second one Arhat on the top and centre, in front of a 

tree, on a throne, holding a book.  

 

This will be followed by a collection of Khmer art, closing 

the auction with a clay statue of a female deity, estimate 

€15,000 – 20,000/ $18,000 – 24,000. 
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