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– For the final auction of the season, Artcurial’s Urban 

Art department will offer a set of 76 outstanding lots, 

representing some of the greatest named in Urban Art. 

Amongst them Richard Hambleton, recently deceased last 

October, will be represented with As the world burns from 

1983,  carrying an estimate of €120,000 – 150,000 / 

$140,400 – 175,500. 

 

Entitled The Writing’s on the Wall, the auction will also pay 

tribute to pioneers of American Graffiti including A-One 

and Rammellzee. In December 2017, Artcurial sold 

Rammellzee’s How to make a bomb for €117,000 € / 

$136,890 including fees, a world record for a piece by the 

artist sold at auction. At the end of June, Tughnote Ready 

for you Gunpoint from 1986 from the same American artist 

will be offered at auction, estimate €40,000 – 60,000 / 

$46,800 – 70,200. 

 

The chapter of the auction will include 14 works from 

Shepard Fairey, the celebrated American artist, including 

Panther Power estimate €60,000 – 80,000 / $70,200 – 

93,600. Sold for €162,000 / $189,540 including fees in 

December 2017 at Artcurial, Duality of humanity 2 became 

a world record for Shepard Fairey piece sold at auction.  

 

As part of the auction’s cultural program, collectors will 

discover the film Xart in the presence of its director, 

Cédric Godin and some of the artists and protagonists, 

during a screening on 23
rd

 June at 4 pm.   

 

The day after, on Wednesday 27
th

 June, Artcurial will host 

its charity auction in partnership with Tara Expéditions 

Foundation and in collaboration with the agnes. b. 

foundation. Close to 30 urban artists donated their talent 

by creating a unique piece using a replica of the hull of 

legendary boat Tara. The entire proceeds of the auction 

will be donated to the Tara Foundation and the mission 

of research and preservation of the ocean they have led 

for the past 15 years.  

« 26th June will be the occasion for 

collectors to discover an exceptional piece by 

Richard Hambleton, echoing the works of 

American Graffiti pioneers. Today, Urban art 

has imposed itself onto the contemporary 

art scene and this auction truly reflects this 

occurrence » 

 

Arnaud Oliveux, Auctioneer 

Urban Art department, Artcurial 



 
 

 

 

Richard Hambleton was one of the most renowned artists 

of the 1980’s. Close to Jean-Michel Basquiat and Keith 

Haring, this Canadian artist was known under the moniker 

Shadowman, having painted hundreds of shadowed 

silhouettes in the streets of New York.  

His work, found on the walls of 15 cities across the United 

States and Canada are considered some of the very first 

pieces of street art. The « Shadowman » or   

« shadow paintings » are found in As the world burns, 

created in 1983 (estimate: €120,000 – 150,000 / $140,400 – 

175,500.)  The artist was a fan of Popeye, the famous 

cartoon character played by Robin Williams on the silver 

screen in 1980. Popeye, standing with other Shadowmen, is 

looking at a burning map.  

In 1985, two years after completing the painting, 

Hambleton disappears, retreating into the shadows like 

one of his paintings. As the legacy left by Basquiat and 

Haring, both prematurely deceased, would grow, 

Hambleton’s died away. The artist, a pioneer of street art, 

died on 19
th

 October 2017, leaving his genius work behind 

him to be rediscovered.  

 

 

Rammellzee cut his teeth on the walls of New York city 

where he starts tagging. His inspiration took flight in the 

Big Apple subway system, specifically on line 2 and 5, his 

two favourites. He nevertheless rebukes the name 

« writer », name given to metro grafs, as he finds them too 

often assimilated to vandalism. In Tughnote Ready for you 

Gunpoint from 1986 (estimate: €40,000 – 60,000 / $46,800 – 

70,2000), we recognise his very personal and 

nonconforming style. He is currently the subject of a very 

important retrospective at the New York Racing for 

Thunder.  

 

 

JonOne stands out with the abstract nature of his creations 

which clash with tagging or figurative representation.  

In A to the Z in 5 seconds (estimate: €60,000 – 80,000/ 

$70,200 – 93,600), JonOne gained notoriety for his colour 

saturated canvases where no space is left unused. This 

majestic and major piece from the artist, created in 1990, 

illustrates a period of high creativity for the artist, just as he 

settles in to his new life in Paris. In the lower part, it 

represents a series of collage made with original drawings, 

quite rare with JonOne, and was once part of the collection 

of Jean-Louis Shamrock, close friend of JonOne. Today, 

JonOne is a major player on the Parisian urban scene. 

Another piece from 2009 will be presented: When da thruth 

speak, estimate €40,000 – 60,000 / $46,800 – 70,200.   



 
 

 

In the late 80’s, the name of Shepard Fairey echoes across 

town following the sticker campaign André the Giant has 

a posse. Hailing from an underground skate scene, he 

understood the power of images in our society: taking 

over the precept of Medium is the Message, in the 90’s he 

appropriates for himself the image of French wrestler 

André the Giant as the symbol of his work, the recurrent 

logotype that he pairs with the word OBEY.  

Duality of Humanity, an important 2008 Shepard Fairey in 

San Francisco, reveals the « Peace » sign as a common 

thread in all the pieces exhibited. The symbol gives an 

optimistic new angle to the artist’s work, paradoxically 

reminding the use of the sign during the Vietnam war. On 

We find the « Peace Sign » in High Time for peace stencil 

(estimate €30,000 – 40,000 / $35,100 – 46,800) created in 

2006 during the Obama presidential campaign, an event 

which actively participated in this new optimistic trend 

Shepard Fairey. Another emblematic piece from the artist 

presented 26
th

 June, Panther Power (estimate €60,000 – 

80,000 / $70,200 – 93,600), created in 2007, is a tribute to 

Angela Davis, a great figure of the Black Power 

movement, as a member of the Black Panthers from 1967. 

 

 

Vhils also creates images to awaken the consciousness. 

He highjacks advertising posters collected in the street to 

denounce our consumerism society, hand and laser cuts 

them to create mural portraits such as Decrease #20, 

estimate €20,000 – 30,000 / $23,400 – 35,100. The piece 

will undoubtedly spike the interest of Urban art collectors 

and enthusiasts, while the Portuguese artist is exhibiting 

in Paris till 29
th

 July, at the 104.   

In tune with the Portuguese artist, Invader denigrates the 

publicity that he tries to make us forget with his art: "Had 

there not been artists like me to create in the street, 

advertising would be everywhere. Advertising is like Big 

Brother... it does not attempt to make people happy nor 

to show beautiful images. For these reasons, I do not 

think of myself as a vandal. What I am doing this for the 

common good.". The emblematic street-artist will be 

represented by several of his pieces on 26
th

 June, 

including L.A Flag #2 estimate €20,000 – 30,000/ $23,400 

– 27,378.   

Kaws, close to the pop culture of which we notice the 

influence in Untitled (2/2) (estimate €80,000 – 120,000 / 

$93,600 – 140,400) also entertains a special relationship 

with advertising. In the 1990’s, he gains notoriety by high 

jacking a series of ad posters. With him, the Michelin Man 

becomes Chum and Mickey the Companion.
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